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TO 


MRS. BRIDGEN. 

MADAM, 

THIS new Edition of the Engt 
lilh Baron begs permiflion to 
acknowledge your patronage and pro- 
teftion, of which it has long fince felt 
the advantages. 

You caft an eye of favour upon 
his firft appearance, under all the dif* 
advantages of an incorreft and very 
faulty impreflion j You took him out 
of this degrading drefs, and encou- 
raged him to aflume a graceful and 
ornamental hahit. 

You did ftill more for him— -YoU 
took upon yourfelf the trouble to re- 
vife and correft the errors of the firft 
impreflion; and, in {hoit, you gave 
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him all the graces neceflary tofolicit 
and obtain the notice and approbation 
of the Public. 

The Author cannot fully enjoy 
her fuCcefs, without acknowledging 
from whence (he in a great meafure 
derives it. 

You, Madam, as becomes -the 
daughter of Richardfon, are more 
folicitous to dcferve the acknow- 
ledgments of a grateful heart, than 
to receive them. — You have no rejl- 
fon to fiifpeift me of flattery, but of 
vanity, you may, in wilhing to men- 
tion your name thus publicly as the 
patroncfs and friend of, 

MADAM, 

Your moft obliged humbled Servant, , 

CLARA REEVft. 


Sept 1, 17S0. 
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PREFACE. 


AS this Story is of a fpecies which, 
though not new, is out of the 
common track, is has been thought 
neceffary to point out fome circum- 
ftances to the Reader, which will eluci- 
date the defign, and, it is hoped, will 
induce him to form a favourable, as 
well as a right judgment of the work 
before him. 

This Story is the literary offspring 
of the Caftlc of Otranto written upon 
the fame plan, with a defign to unite 
the mofl attradlive and interefling clr- 
cumflances of the aticient Romance 
iand modern Novel, at the fame time it 
^flumes a chara<5ter and manner of its 
own, that differs from both ; it is dif- 
iinguifhed by the appellation of a 
Gothic Story, being a pidure of Gothic 
times and manners. Fiditious Stories 
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haye been the delight of all limes and 
all countries, by oral tradition in bar- 
barous, by writing in more civilized 
ones; and although fome perfons of 
wit and learriinghave condemned them 
indifcriminately, I would venture to 
affirm, that even thofe who fo much 
afFedk to defpife them under one form, 
will receive and embrace them under 
another. 

Thus, for inftance, a man (hall ad- 
mire and almoft adore the Epic poems 
of the Ancients, and yet defpife and 
execrate the ancient Romances, which 
are only Epics in profe. 

Hiflory reprefents human nature as 
it is in real life ! — ^alas, too often a nve* 
lancholy retrofpeft! — Romance diC- 
plays only the amiable fide of the pic« 
ture: it (hews the pleafing features^ 
and throws a veil over the blemiflies : 

Mankind 


PREFACE. V 

Mankind are naturally pleafed with 
what gratifies their vanity ; and vanity, 
like all other paflions of the human 
heart, may be rendered fubfervient to 
good and ufeful purpofes. 

I confefs that it may be abufcd, and 
become an inftrument to corrupt the 
manners and morals of mankind ; fo 
may poetry, fo may plays, fo may every 
kind of compofition: but that will 
prove nothing more than the old faying 
lately revived by the philofophers the 
moft in falhion, " that every earthly 
** thing has two handles/* 

The bufinefs of Romance is, firft, to 
excite the attention ; and fecondly, to 
direft it to fome ufeful, or at lead inno- 
cent, end : Happy the writer who at- 
tains bodi thefe points, like Richard- 
fon ! and not unfortunate, or unde- 
fetving praife, he who gains only the 

A 4 latter. 


viii P R E F A C E. 

latter, and furnilhes out an entertain- 
ment for the reader ! 

Having, in fome degree> opened my 
defign, I beg leave to conduft my 
reader back again, till he comes within 
view of the Caftle of Otranto ; a work 
which, as already has been obferved, is 
an attempt to unite the various merits 
and graces of the ancient Romance 
and modern Novel. To attain this 
end, there is required a fufficient de- 
gree of the marvellous, to excite the 
attention 5 enough of the manners of 
real life, to give an air of probability 
to the work ; and enough of the pa- 
thetic, to engage the heart in its be- 
half. 

The book we have mentioned is 
excellent in the two lad points, but has 
a redundancy in the firft ; the opening 
excites the attention very ftronglyj 

the 
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IX 


the conduft of the ftory is artful and 
judicious; the charaftcrs are admirably 
drawn and fupported ; the diftion 
poliflied and elegant ; yet, with all 
thefe brilliant advantages, it palls upon 
the mind (though it does not upon the 
ear) ; and the reafon is obvious, the 
machinery is fo violent, that it deftroys 
the effeft it is intended to excite. Had 
the ftory been kept within the utmoft 
verge of probability, the effeft had been 
prefervcd, without lofingthe leaft cir- 
cumftance that excites or detains the 
attention. 

For inftance ; we can conceive, and 
allow of, the appearance of a ghoft; we 
cap even difpenfe with an enchanted 
fword and helmet; but then they muft 
keep within certain limits of credibi- 
lity ; A fword fo large as to require an 
hundred men to lift it : a helmet that 
by its own weight forces a- paffage 
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through a court-yard , into an arched 
vaults big enough for a man to go 
through 'y a pifture that walks out of 
its frame ; a fkeleton ghoft in a her- 
mit's cowl : — When your expcdlation 
is wound up to the higheft pitch, thefe 
circumftances take it down with a 
witnefs, deftroy the work of imagina- 
tion, and, inftead of attention, excite 
laughter. I was both furprifed and 
vexed to find the enchantment dif- 
folved, which I wiflied might continue 
to the end of the book ; and feveral of 
its readers have confeflTed the fame 
difappointment to me : The beauties 
are fo numerous, that we cannot bear 
the defedts, but want it to be perfedt 
in all refpeds. 

In the cdurfe of my obfervations 
upon this fingular book, it feemed ta 
me that it was poffible to compofe a 
work upon the fame plan> wherein 

thefe 
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thefe defefts might be avoided; and 
the keepings as in paintings might be 
preferved. 

But then I began to fear it might 
happen to me as to certain tranflators, 
and imitators of Shakefpeare ; the , 
unities may be preferved, while the 
fpirit is evaporated. However, I ven- 
tured to attempt it; I read the begin- 
ning to a circle of friends of approved 
judgment, and by their approbation 
was encouraged to proceed, and to 
finifh it. 
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IN the minority of Henry the Sixth, King 
of England, when the renowned John, 
Duke of Bedford, was Regent of France, and 
Humphry, the good Duke of Gloucefter, was 
ProteAor of England, a worthy Knight^ 
called Sir Philip Harclay, returned from his 
travels to England, his native country.. He 
had ferved under the glorious King Henry the 
Fifth with diftinguiflied valour, had acquired 
an honourable fame, and was no lefs efteemed 
for Chriftiaa virtues than for deeds of chivaU 
Ty. After the death of his Prince, he entered 
into the fervice of the Greek emperor, and 
diftinguiflied his courage againft the encroach- 
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ments of the Saracens. In a battle there, he 
took prifoner a certain gentleman, by name 
M.Zadilky, of Greek extraftion, but brought 
up by a Saracen officer ; this man he con- 
verted to the Chriftian faith ; after which he 
bound him to himfelf by the ties of friendfhip 
and gratitude, and he refolved to continue 
with his Benefaflor. After thirty years travel 
and warlike fcrvice, he determined to return 
to his native Jand, and to fpend the remainder 
of his life in peace ; and^ by devoting himfelf 
to works of piety and charity, prepare for a 
better ftate hereafter. 

This noble Knight had, in his early youth, 
contradled a ftri£l friendfhip with the only fon 
of the Lord Lovel ; a gentleman of eminent 
virtues and accomplifhments. During Sir 
Philip's refidence in foreign countries, he had 
frequently written to his friend, and had for, 
a time received anfwers; the laft informed/ 
him of the death of old Lord Lovel, and tl^e 
marriage of the young one ; but from that 
time he had heard no more from him. Sir . 
Philip imputed it not to negk<ft or forget- 
fulnefs, but to the difficulties of intercourfe, 
common at that time to all travellers and 
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adventurers* When he was returning hoixie^ 
he refolved, after looking into his family af-* 
fairs, to vifit the cafUe of LoveU and inquire 
into the fituation of his friend. He landed in 
Kent, attended by his Greek friend, and two 
faithful fervantSy one of which was maimed 
by the wounds he had received in the defence 
of his mafter. 

Sir Philip went to his family-feat in York- 
fliire ; he found his mother and fifter were 
dead, and his edates feqUeftered in the hands 
of CommifConers appointed by the ProteSor, 
He was obliged to prove the reality of h£» 
claim, and die identity of his perfon (by the 
tedimony of fome of the old fervants of his 
family) after which every thing was reftored 
to him. He took poiTeilion of his own houfe, 
eilabliflied his houfhold, fettled the old fer- 
vants in their former ilations, and placed thofe 
he brought home in the upper offices of his 
family. He then left his friend to fuperintend 
his domeftic affairs ; and, attended by only 
one of his old fervants, he fet out for the 
caftle of . Lovel, in the weft of England,. 
They travelled by eafy journeys ^ but, to- 
wards the evening of the fecond day, the fer- 
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vant was fo ill and fatigued he could go no 
further ; he (lopped at an inn where he grew 
worfe every hour, and the next day expired. 
Sir Philip was under great concern for the 
lofsof his fcrvant, and fome for himfelf, being 
alone in a (irange place ; however, he took 
courage, ordered his fervant's funeral, attend- 
ed it himfelf, and, having flied a tear of hu- 
manity over his grave, proceeded alone on his 
journey. • 

As he drew near the eftate of his friend, he 
began to enquire of every one he met, whe- 
ther the Lord Lovel refided at the feat of his 
anceftors? He was anfwered by one, he 
did not know ; — by another, he could not 
tell ; — ^by a third, that he never heard of fuch 
a perfon. Sir Philip thought it ftrange that a 
man of Lord Lovel's confequence fhould be 
unknown in his own neighbourhood, and 
where his anceftors had ufually reilded. He 
ruminated on the uncertainty of human hap- 
pinefs : ** This world, faid he^ has nothing 
for a wife man to depend upon. I have loft 
all my relations, and moft of my friends ; and 
am even uncertain whether any are remain- 
ing : I will, however, be thanfefiil for the 
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bleflings that are fpared to me ; and I will 
endeavour to replace tbofe that I have loft. 
If my friend lives, he fhall (hare my fortune 
with me ; his children fhall have the reverfion 
of it ; and I will fhare his comforts in return. 
But perhaps my friend may have met with 
troubles that have made him difgufled with 
the world : Perhaps he has buried his amiable 
wife, or his promifmg children ; and, tired of 
public life, he has. retired into a monaftery. 
At leaft, I will know what all this fdencc 


means." 


When he came within a mile of the caftle 
of Lovel, he ftopped at a cottage, and aiked 
for a draught of water: A peafant, mafter of 
the houfe, brought it, and aiked if his Honour 
would alight, and take a moment's lefreih* 
ment. Sir Philip accepted his offer, being 
refolved to make farther inquiry before he 
approached the Caille.* He a&ed' the fame 
queftions of him that he had before of others. 
— ^Which Lord Lovel, faid the man, does 
your Honour enquire after?—: — ^Thc man 
whom I knew was called Arthur, faid Sir 
Philip. — ^Ay, faid the Peafant, he was the 
only furvxving fon of Richard, Lord Lovel> as 

I thinki 
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I think. — Very true, friend, he was fo, — 
Alas, Sir, faid the man, he is dead! he fur- 
vived his father but a fliort time. Dead! fay 
you ? how long fince ? — About fifteen years, 
to the beft of my remembrance. — Sir Philip 
fighed deeply — Alas, faid he, what do we, by 
living long, but furvive all our friends ! But 
pray tell mc how he died ? — I will. Sir, to 
the beft of my knowledge. An't pleafe your 
Honour, I heard fay, that he attended the 
King when he went againft the WeMh 
Rebels, and he left his Lady big with chHd ; 
and fa there was a battle fought, and the 
King got the better of the Refbels r There 
eame firft a report that none of the OfBcert 
were killed ; but a few days after there came, 
a meflfenger with an account very different, 
that fevera! were wounded, and that the Lorcf 
Lovet was flain ; which fad news overfet u» 
fell with forrow, for he was- a noble gentle^ 
man, a beuhtrfol mafter, and the delight of 
nil the neighbourhood. — He w^s mdeed, faid 
Sir Philip, att that i» atniable and good ^ he 
Was my dear and noble friend, and I am in- 
eohfoltAld for his- tofs.^ Bu* the imfbrtunate 
Lady, what bceame of * hfcr^^9*Why,- anV 
' - pleafe 
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pleafe your Honour, they faid flie died of grief 
for the lofs of her huftand ; but her death 
was kept private for a time, and we did not 
know it for certain till fome weeks after- 
wards. — The will of Heaven be obeyed! faid 
Sir Philip ; but who fucceeded to the title 
and eftate ? The next heir, faid the Peafant^ 
a kinfnian of the deceafed. Sir Walter Lovel 
by name. — I have feen him, faid Sir Hiilip, 
formerly ; but where was he when thefe events 
happened? — At the Caftle of Lovel, Sir ; he 
came there on a vifit to the Lady, and waited 
there to receive my Lord, at his return fironi 
Wales. When the news of his death arrived, 
Sir Walter did every thing in his power to 
comfort her, and fome faid he was to marry 
her ; but (he refufed to be comforted, and 
took it fo to heart that (he died. — And does 
the prefent Lord Lovel refide at the Caftle ? 
—No, Sir.— Who then ?— The Lord Baroti 
Fitz-Owen. — ^And how came Sir Walter to 
leave the feat of his anccftors ? — ^Why, Sir, 
he married his fifter to this faid Lord; and fo 
he fold the Caftle to him, and went away, and 
built hinifelf a houfe in the north country, as 
far as Northumberland^ I think they call it. 

—That 
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— That is very ftrangc, faid Sir Philip.--^ 
So it is, pleafe your Honour; but this is all I 
^now about it. — I thank you, friend, for 
your intelligence ; I have taken a long jour- 
ney to no purpofe, and have met with nothing 
but crofs accidents. This life is, indeed, a 
pilgrimage! Pray tiireft me the neareft v^ray 
to the next Monaftery. — Noble Sir, faid tlie 
Peafant, it is full five miles off, the night is 
coming on, and the ways are bad ; I' am but 
a poor man, and cannot entertain your 
Honour as you are ufed to ; but if you will 
enter my poor cottage, that, and every thing 
in it, are at your fervicc. My honed friend, 
I thank you heartily, faid Sir Philip ; your 
kindnefs and hofpitality might fhame many of 
higher birth and breeding; I will accept 
your kind oiR^ : But pray let me know the 
name of my hoit? — John Wyatt, Sir; an ho- 
nefl man though a poor one, and a ChrUlian 
man though a finful one. — Whofe cottage is 
this? — It belongs to the Lord Fitz-Owen. — 
What family have you ? — A wife, two fons 
and a daughter, who will all be proud to wait 
upon your Honour ; let me hold your Ho- 
nour's ftixrup whilft you alight. He feconded 

thcfc 
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thefe words by the proper aSion, and having 
affifted his gueft to difmount, he condufted 
him into his houfe, called his wife to attend 
him, and then led his horfe under a poor flied, 
that ferved him as a liable. Sir Philip was 
fatigued in body .and mind, and was glad to 
repofe himfelf any where. The courtefy of 
his hoft engaged his attention, and faiisfied 
his wiflies. He foon after returned, followed 
by a youth of about eighteen years : — Make 
hafte, John, faid the father, and be fure you 
fay neither more nor lefs than what I have 
told you. I will, father, faid the lad; and 
immediately fet off, ran like a buck acrofs the 
fields, and was out of fight in an inftant, — I 
hope, friend, faid Sir Philip, you have not 
fent your fon to provide for my entertainment ; 
I am a foldier, ufed to lodge and fare hard ; 
and, if it wdre otherwife, your courtefy and 
kindnefs would giv6 a relifh to the moft ordi- 
nary food, — I wifh heartily, faid Wyatt, it 
was in my power to entertain your Honour 
as you ought to be ; but, as I cannot do fo, I 
will, when my fon returns, acquaint you with 
the errand I fent him on. ^fter this they 
converfed together on common fubje£ls, like 

fellow- 
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fellow-creatures of the fame natural form and 
endowments, though different kinds of edu^ 
cation had given a confcious fuperiority to- 
the one, a confcious inferiority to the other ; 

r 

and the due refpe£t was paid by the latter, 
without being exaSed by the former. In 
about half an hour young John returned. — 
Thou haft made hafte, faid the father. — Not 
more than good fpeed, quoth the fon.-*-Tell 
us, then, how you fpeed ? — Shall I tell all 
that pafled ? faid John. — All, faid the father ; 
I don't want to hide any thing. John ftood 
with his cap in his hand, and thus told his 
tale. — I went ftraight to the Caftle as faft as 
I could run ; it was my hap to light on 
young mafter Edmund firft, fo I told him 
juft as you bade me, that a noble Gentleman 
was come a long journey from foreign parts 
to fee the Lord Lovel, his friend ; and having 
lived abroad many years, he did not know 
that he was dead, and that the Caftle was 
fallen into other hands ; that upon hearing 
thefe tidings he was much grieved and dif- 
appointed, and wanting a night's lodging, to 
reft himfelf before he returned to his own. 
home, he was fai];i to take up with one at 

our 
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our cottage; that my father diought my 
Lord wQuW be angry with him, if he were 
not told of the ftrangcr's journey and inten- 
tions, efpecially to let fuch a man lie at 
our cottage, where he could neither be lodged 
nor entertained according to his quality* 
Here John flopped, and his father exclaimed 
— ^A good lad ! you did your errand very well i 
jind tell us the anfwer. John proceeded— 
Mafter Edmund ordered me fome beer, and 
went to acquaint my Lord of the meflage ; he 
flayed a while, and then came back to me. 
— ^John, faid he, tell the noble ftranger, that 
the Baron Fitz-Owen greets him well, and 
defires him to reft aiTured, that though Lord 
Lovel is dead, and the Caftle fallen into other 
hands, his friends will always find a welcome 
there ; and my Lord defires that he will ac- 
cept of a lodging there, while he remains in 
this country — fo I came away direftly, and 
made hafte to deliver my errand. 

Sir Philip exprefled fome diflatisfaflion at 
this mark of old Wyatt's refpeft — I wifh, faid 
he, that you had acquainted me with your in- 
tention before you fent to inform the Baron 
i was here. I choofe rather to lodge with 

you^ 
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you ; and I propofe to make, amends for 
the trouble I ftafl give you. — Pray, Sir, 
dbn't mention it, faid the Peafant, you arc 
as welcome as myfelf ; I hope no offence ; 
the only reafon of my fending was, becaufe I 
am both unable and unworthy to entertain 
your Honour, — I am forry, faid Sir Philip, 
you fhould think me fo dainty ; I am a 
Chriftian foldier; and him I acknowledge for 
mf Prince and Matter, accepted the invita- 
tions of the poor, and wafhed the feet of his 
difciples. Let us fay no more on this head ; 
I am refolved to ftay this night in your cot- 
tage, to-morrow I will wait on the Baron, 
and thank him for his hofpitable invitation, 
— ^That fhall be as your Honour pleafes, 
fince you will condefcend to ftay here. JohnV 
do you run back and acquaint my Lord of it. 
■^—•Not fo, faid Sir Philip ; it is now almoft 
dark. — 'Tis nb matter, faid John, I can go it 
blindfold. Sir Philip then gave him a mef- 
fage to the Baron in his own name, acquaint- 
ing him rfiat he would pay his refpe^ls to 
him in tne morning. John flew back the 
fecond time, and foon returned with new 
commendations from the Baron, and that he 

would 
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\h>«Ad ^xpeA Mift onr the mof row. Sir Phi- 
lip g^v^ him zn angel o( goM, and praifed 
Ms fpeed atid abilities. 

He fepped with Wyatt attd his family upon 
tiew-laid eggs and raihers of bacon, with the 
l^ieft retifh. They praifed the Creator for 
his gifts, and acknowledged they were un- 
WCMTthy of the leaft of his bleflings. They 
gave the beft of their two lofts up to Sir Phi- 
lip, the reft of the family flept in the other, 
the old woman and her daughter in the bed, 
the father and his two fons upon clean ftraw. 
Sir Philip's bed was of a better kind, and yet 
much inferior to his ufual acconunodations; 
neverthelefs the good Knight flept as well in 
Wyatl's cottage, as he could have done in a 
palace. 

During his fleep, niany ftrange and inco- 
herent dreams arole to his imagination. He' 
thought he received a meflage from his friend 
Lord Lovel, to come to him at the Caftle; 
that he ftood at the gate and received him; 
that he ftrove to embrace him, but could not; 
but that he fpoke to this effca:— Though I 
have been dead thefe fifteen years, I ftill com- 
xtagndhere, and none can enter thefe gates 

B without 
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without my permiflion; know that it is I 
that invite, and bid you welcome ; the hopes 
of my houfe reft upon you. — Upon this he 
bid Sir Philip follow , him ; he led him 
through many rooms, till at laft he funk down, 
and Sir Philip thought he ftill followed him, 
till he came into a dark and frightful cave, 
where he difappeared, and in his ftead he be- 
held a complete fuit of armour ftained with 
blood, which belonged to his friend, and he 
thought he heard difmal groans from beneath. 
Prefently after, he thought he was hurried 
away by an invifible hand, and led into a 
wild heath, where the people were enclofing 
the ground, and making preparations for two 
combatants; the trumpet founded, and b, 
voice called out ftill louder, — forbear! It is 
not permitted to be revealed till the time is 
ripe for the event ; wait with patience on 
the decrees of Heaven. — He was then tranf- 
ported to his own houfe, where, going into an 
unfrequented room, he was again met by his 
friend, who was living, and in all the bloom 
of youth, as when he firft knew himj he 
ftarted at the fight, and awoke. The fun 
flione upon his curtains, and, perceiving it 

was 
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was day, he fat up^ and recoUefted where he 
was. The images that imprefled his fleeping 
fsincy remdned ftrongly on his mind waking ; 
but his reafon drove to difperfe them ; it was 
natural that the ftory he had heard Ihould 
create thefe ideas, that they fliould wait on' 
him in his fleep, and that every dream ihould 
bear fome relation to his deceafed friend. 
The fun dazzled his eyes, the birds ferenaded 
him and diverted his attention, and a wood- 
bine forced its way through the window, 
and regaled his fenfe of fmelling with its 
fragrance. He arofe, paid his devotions to 
Heaven, and then carefully defcended the 
narrow flairs, and went out at the door of the 
cottage. There he faw the induftrious wife 
and daughter of old Wyatt at thdr morning 
work, the one milking her cow, the other 
.feeding her poultry. He afked for a draught 
of milk, which, with a flice of rye-bread, 
ferved to break his faft. He walked about the ' 
fields alone ; for old Wyatt and his two fons 
wer« gone out to their daily labour. He was 
foon called back by the good woman, who 
told him that a fervant from the Baron waited 
to conduct him to the Caftle. He took leave 
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of Wyatl's wife, telling her he would fee her 
again before he left the country. The daugh- 
ter fetched his horfe> which he mounted, and 
fet forward with the fervant, of whom he. 
aflced many queftions concerning his maAsr's. 
family. — How long have you lived widi the 
Baron? — ^Ten years. — Is he a good mafter? 
Yes, Sir, and alfoa good huiband and father. 
—What family has he? — ^Three fans and 
a daughter. — ^What age arc they of? — ^Thc 
eldeft fon is in his feventeenth year, the fe- 
cond in his fixteenth, the others feveral years 
younger ; but befide thefe, my Lord has fe* 
veral young gentlemen brought iqp with, his 
own fons, two of which are his nephews; 
he keeps in his houfe a learned clerk to teach, 
them languages ; and as for all bodily exer- 
cifes, none come near theni ; there is a iletch- 
er to teach them the ufe of the cro&-bow; a 
mafter to teach them to ride ; another the ufe 
of the fword ; another learns them to dance ; 
and then they wreftle and run, and have fuch 
a&ivity in all their motions, that it does one 
good to fee them; and my Lord thinks no- 
thing too much to beftow on their education. 
—Truly, fays Sir Philip, he does the part 

of 
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<^a good parent, and I honour him greatly 
for it; but are the young gentlemen of ^ 
promifingdiipofition? — ^Yes, indeed. Sir, an- 
fweredAelervant, the young gentlemen, my 
Lxxd's ions, are topeiul youths; but yet 
chere is one who is thought to exceed them 
aD, though he is the (on. of a poor labourer. — 
And who is he^ faid the Kni^t.— One 
Edmund Twyford, the fon of a cottager in 
our village ; he is to be fure as fine a youth 
as ever the fimihone upon, ahd of fo fweet a 
difpofiridn, that nobody envies his good for- 
tune.— What good fortune does he enjoy?— 
Why, Sir, abdut two years ago, my Lord, at 
his ftms' requeft, took him itito his own 
family, and gives him the fame education as 
his oWn children; the young Lords doat 
upon him, efpecially Mailer William, who 
is about his oWn age : it isfuppofed that he 
will attend the young Loriis wheh they go to 
the warsf, which my Lord intends they (hall 
bye and bye.-:— What you tell me, faid Sir 
Philip, ihcteafes every minute my refpeft 
for ydOt Lord 5 hfe is an excellent father and 
bafier, he feeks out merit in obiTcurity, he 
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didinguifhes and rewards it: I honour him 
with all my heart. 

In this manner thfey converfed together till 
they came within view of the caftle. In a field 
near the houfe they faw a ctwnpany of youths, 
with crofs-bows in their hands, (hooting at a 
mark. — ^There, faidthe fervant, are our young 
gentlemen at their exercifes. Sir Philip flop- 
ped his horfe to obferve them, he heard two or 
three of them cry out — Edmund is the viftor! 
He wins the, prize ! I muft, faid Sir Philip, 
take a view of this Edmund — He jumped off f 
his horfe, gave the bridle to the fervant, and 
walked into the field. The young gentlemen 
came up, and paid their refpe£ls to him ; he 
apologized for intruding upon their fports, 
and afked which was the viStor ? Upon which, 
the youth he fpoke to beckoned to another, 
who inimediately advanced, and made his 
obeifance ; as he drew near, Sir Philip fixed 
his eyes upon him, with fo much attention, 
that he feemed not to obferve his courtefy and 
addrefs. At length he recoUefted himfelf, 
and faid, — What is your name, young man } 
— Edmund Twyford, replied the youth ; and 
I have the honour to attend upon the Lrord 

Fltz- 


A GOTHIC STORY, I9 

Fits-Owen's fons. — Pray, noble Sir, faid the 
youth who firft addreifed Sir Philip, are not 
you the ftranger who is expeSed by my fa- 
ther? — I am. Sir, anfwered he, and I go to 
pay my refpefts to him. — Will you excufe 
our attendance^ Sir ? we have not yet finifli- 
cd our exercifes. — My dear youth, faid Sir 
Philip, no apology is neceifary ; but will you 
favour me with your proper name, that I may 
know to whofe courtefy I am obliged ? — My 
name is William Fitz-Owen ; that gentle- 
man ifs my eldeft brother. Mailer Robert; 
that other my kinfman, Mafter Richard 
Wenlock. — Very well; I thank you, gentle 
Sir ; I beg you not to ftir another ftep, your 
fervant holds my horfe. — Farewell, Sir, faid 
Mafter William ; I hope we (hall have the 
pleafure of meeting you at dinner. — The 
youths returned to their fports, and Sir Philip 
mounted his horfe and proceeded to the Caftle ; 
he entered it with a deep figh, and melan- 
choly recolle£tions. The Baron received him 
with the utmoft refpeft and courtefy. He 
gave a brief account of the principal events 
that had happened in the family of Lovel 
during his abfence ; he fpoke of the late Lord 
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.^^9vel wiA xefpedy of the fHT^fuQifc wUh tbfs 
affb^lion of a brothef . 3jir J'bilipi in retwn, 
|;ave a brief recital of his own advieiitiurjQS 
.abroad, and of the dUagr^seaUe cinpiynflwc^ 
he had met with fmce ihis celurn home,; 
Jie path^tic^ly lamented jtj^e loTs of ^11 hj^ 
frie0dS| not forgettjag thajt of jbis €»ilihfid 
fkxvzat on the way \ faying he could he coiir 
tented to give up the world, and riet|r:je to > 
religious houfe, but that he was wi^h-^eld b|r 
the confideration, that fome who depende4 
entirely upon him, wovijlid want bi« pt^efencf 
andafliftance; and^ b.efi4e th^ti he thought 
he might be of ferv|ce to ^Qfiany oth^s. The 
Baron agrqed with h|m in fifjimo^, thftt g m$n 
was of much more ibrvice jtp t}i€ wprl4 who 
continued in lit, thag oi^e whp retired from U9 
Si^d gave his fortui^^ to th^ Church, whoff 
(ervants did not s4w9y$ majpe th^ beft u& of 
it. Sir Philip then ib^rnfad th^ converfation, 
^d congratulated the B^rpn pn h\» hcft^&l 
family ; he pr^l44 tfeeir pprfons and »ddrefs» 
and warmly ;^ppiauded the c^re h« bt^ftow^ 
pn their education. The B^J^pn lift^ned WJib 
pl^i|r^ \o th^ hpn$ft appr^^ion of t wortbf 


hesft^ ludd enjoyed tlie true Iui|(p!iiefs of H 

Sit }%fiip theii made ftirfher ehqiiify ton* 
eemingEdfiiltndj -whoft appeataficehadftnicft 
him widl an im^iSoji in his hycf\it. ThUt 
fcdf , £iid the Beiron, is the fon of a cottaget 
IB this neighbouthood ; his tmcominon merit 
and gentlenefs of m^tnners, dtftinguifh him 
from thofe of Ids oWn clafe; from his dhikU 
hood he attra£ted the notice and afleAion of 
afl thfilt kntw him ; he was beloved every 
i»rfief e but at Ids facer's lioufe, and there it 
ftould feem that his merits were his crimes ^ 
for the PeafaAty his father, hated him, treated 
kim feverely^ and at le^hthreatehedi to turn 
liAm cm of doorS) he uled to nin here and 
ikett on errands for my ptopk, a^d 9t length 
ttiey obliged me lo take notice of h&n; my 
Ions eameftly defired I wonid take him into 
my family; I did fo about two years ago, 
inlending to make him their fervant ; but his 
eiEtrac^^nary genius and difpc^tion have 
obliged me to look upon him in a fuperior 
fight: perhaps I may incur the cenfure of 
many people, by giving him fo many advan- 
tages, arid treating him as the companion of 
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my children ; his merit muft juftify, or am^ 
demn, my partiality for him; howeyer, I 
trufl that I have fecured to my children a 
faithful fervant of the upper kind, and.: an 
ufefiil friend to my family. Sir Philip 
warmly applauded his generous hoft, and 
wiihed to be a (harer in his bounty to that 
fine youth, vf)iok appearance indicated all the 
qualities that had endeared him to his com* 
panions. 

At, the hour of dinner the young men pre* 
fented themfelves before their Lord, and his 
gueft. Sir Philip addrefled himfelf to Ed- 
mund; he aiked him many queftions, and 
received modeft and intelligent anfwers, and 
he grew every minute more pleafi^ with him. 
After dinner the youths withdrew with their 
tutor- to purfue their fhidies. Sir Philip fat 
for fome time, wrapt up in meditation. After 
fome minutes, the Baron aiked him, if he 
might not be favoured with the fruits of his 
contemplations ? — ^You fliall, my Lord, an- 
fwered he, for you have a right to them. I 
was thinking, that when many bleflings are 
loft, we ihould cherifh thofe that remain, and 
even endeavour to replace the others — My 

Lord, 
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Lord, I have taken a ftrong liking to that 
youth whom you called Edmund Twyford: 
I have neither children nor relations to claim 
my fortune, nor fhare my affeflions ; your 
Lordfliip has many demands upon your gene- 
rofity : I can provide for this promifmg youth 
without doing injuftice to any one; will you 
give him to me ? — He is a fortunate hoy, faid 
the Baron, to gain your favour fo foon, — My 
Lord, faid the Knight, I will confefs to you, 
that the firft thing that touched my heart in 
his favour, is a ftrong refemhlance he bears 
to a certain dear friend I once had, and his 
manner refembleshim as much as his perfon ; 
his qualities deferve that he (hould be placed 
in a higher rank ; I will adopt him for my 
fon, and introduce him into the world as my 
relation, if you will redgnhim to me: What 
6y you? — Sir, faid the Baron, you have 
made a noble offer, and I am too much the 
young man's friend to be a hindrance to his 
preferment. It is true, that i intended to 
provide for him in my own family ; but I; 
cannot do it fo effeftually as by giving him to 
you, whofe generous affedion being unlimit- 
ed by other ties, may in time prefer him to a 
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higher ftation, as h^ fhall deferve it. I have 
only one conditiofi to qfialce; that the lad 
fliall have his option \ for I would not pbligf 
him to leave my fervice againft his incUr 
nation. — You iay well, replied Sir Philip i 
nor would I take him upou other tprms.-rT 
Agreed then, faid th^ Baron j let us fend fpir 
Edmund hither. A fervant was Cent tq fetch 
him ; he came inunediately, and h}s Lord thuf 
befpoke him: — Edmund, jou owe eternal 
ohligations to this gentkman^ who, p^rceiv^ 
ing in you a certain releinblance to a fiiewl 
of hisj and liking your behayiour, has takes 
SI great affe£Uon for you,, infamuch that h^ 
defires to receive you into his fam^y: I can* 
not better provide for you. than by difyofing 
of you to him; and, if you have no objec- 
tion, you ihall return home with him when 
he goes from hence. The countenance of 
Edmund underwent many alterations during 
this propofal of his Lord ; it expreifed tender- 
nefs, gratitude, and forrow, but the laft was 
predominant ; he bowed refpeftfully to th^ 
Baron and Sir Philip, and after fome hefita-i 
tion, fpoke as follows : — I feel very firongly 
the obligations I owe to this gentleman, foK 

his 
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jprefp tib^ feuft I hftte of His goodnefi tt> m^ 
a peafiuit boy, ooly knoivii to him by injr 
XiOrd's kind sad partkl zaentioii: tbbliii^ 
ecQ^sdlm bounty claims my eternal gratitiide.' 
To jf^iiy my hoQooied Lofi, I owe everyr 
tiuQgy €¥^1 tfab gentleman's good o{>imcii} 
yon d^iiigiiifted m^ when nobody elfe dU^ 
zgaA^ aoKt to ymx, your fens axe m^ beft mi 
deafcA benefiiAoarSy dKy mtroiuOed mo tor 
yous notice. My heact is uMlf enbly at- 
lafihod to Als houlb and fanSy, and aty um 
moA ambilion ia to fpend mf life ia your 
fervice: But if ymi &a¥e percmed any great 
and' giievous iavlts m me, that make ydn 
laiAi to put itauB ditf of yonv family, and if 
your have reconunended me ta Ais gentleman- 
in order to be rid of me, in that cafe I witf 
(Mbmit ta youc pfeafuie, as I would if youf 
flvnild fentence me to death. 

During this fpeech the tears made tbeni* 
ftlves channels down Edmund's cheeks; and 
^ two noble auditors, catching the tender 
infedioti> wiped their eyes at the conclufion^r 
— ^My dear child, faid the Baron, you over- 
cxnne me by your tend^mefr and gratktide!* 

I know 
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I know of no faults you have committe^^' 
that I ihould wiiH to be nd of you: I 
dioug^t to do you the l^eft fervice by prp^ 
motiiig you to that of Sir Philip Harclay^ 
who is both able and willing to provide for 
you; but if yoiu prefer my fervice to his, I 
will not part with you. Upon this Edmund 
kneeled to the Baron; he embraced his 
k nees Nfy dear Lord! I am, and will be 
your fervant, in preference to any man living ; 
I only ^ your permiffion to live and die in 
your fertice. — ^You fee. Sir Philip, fatd the 
Baron, how this boy engages the heart; how 
can I part with him?— I cannot aft you any 
more, anfwered Sir Philip, I fee it is impof- 
fible ; but I efteem you both {till higher than 
ever; the youth for his gratitude, and your 
Lordfliip for your noble mind and true gene- 

rofity; bleflings attend you both! ^Ob, 

Sir, faid Edmund, prefling the hand of Sir 
Philip, do not think me ungrateful to you, 
I will ever remember your goodnefs, and 
pray to heaven to reward it; the name of 
Sir Philip Harclay ihall be engraven upon 
my heart, next to my«Lord and his family, 
for ever. Sir Philip raifed the youth and 

embraced 
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embraced huh/faying, — If ever you want a 
friend, remember me; and depend upon my 
protection, fo long as you continue to deferve, 
it. Edmund bowed low, and' withdrew, 
with his eyes fiill of tears of fenfibiUty and 
gratitude. When he was gone. Sir Philip 
(aid, I am thinking, that though young £d-^ 
mund wants not my affiftance at. prefent, he 
may hereafter ftand in heed of my f fiendihip. 
I ihould not wonder if fuch rare qualities* as 
he pc^elies, ihould one dky Create, envy, and 
raife him enemies ; in which cafe he might 
come to lofe your favour without any fault 
of yours or his own. — I am obliged to you 
for the .warning, faid the Baron, I hope it 
will be unnecelTary ; but if ever I part with 
Edmund, you {hall have the refiifalbf him. 
I thank your Loidfliip for all your civilitieis 
to me, faid the Knight; I leave my beft 
wiihes with you and your hopeful family, 
and I humbly take my leave.— Will you 
not (lay one night in the Caftle? returned 
my Lord; you (hall be as welcome a gueft 
as ever— I acknowledge your goodnefs and 
hofpitality, but this hou(e fills me with me- 
lancholy recolle&ions ; Icame hither with a 

heavy 
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hestvj heart, and it will not be lighier while 
I lemain heic. I AaUd ahrays temendier 
yonr Lotiiibip with the h^^befl: rtfykSt and 
efteem; and I pnqr God to prefme you, 
dndincreafe yoiir bleffingi! 

AftRrtomt further Gerenumi^^ Sir Philip 
dqttrtcdtand reciimed to cAd Wyatt's, kiim- 
Bating en the vidffitude of hunaii affidrs, 
and thinking oni die changes be had to&L 

At hit fctofft to Wyatt'iicotiagei be fotnul 
the fanfl; afienAled together* HetdWldiem 
hr woidd take another night's lodging there, 
wfaidi they heaird with great jUtaSatt*, for he 
bad fanniiiariied bunTdf to tbem in the laft 
evening's coanrer&tion, hdbmuch that they 
b^an to tvqof his company. He told Wyaitt 
of the misfortune he had fufliained by lofing 
his ferrant onr the way, and wiflied be could 
getdne to attend him home in his place* 
Young Johir lodced earneftty at his fa^r, 
who returned a look of approbation. I per« 
cehre one in this company, faid he, that 
would be proud to ferve your Honour ; but 
I £ear he is not brought up well enough* 
John coloured widi impatience, he could not 
forbear fpea]dng.>-^r, I can anfwer for an- 

honeft 
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•honeft iieart^ a wiliifig mia^ and a light 
^oir of .hcei&; abd dioug^ I am iomewfaait 
aukif^uDdy I ihsdl be pimid to learn to ^ leafe 
my noble Mafter, if he wiil but tty me. 
-^You % uriU, faid Sir Hulip, I hsv« ob- 
•fiervfid your qualifications, and if you axe de- 
fnws to ierve me, I am equdly pleafed wiA 
you: if yixir father has no obje£lion I Will 
4ake you. — Obje^Uon, Sir! £ud the old man; 
it will be my pride to prefer him to fuch a no- 
ble gentleman ; I will make no terms for him, 
but leave tt to your Honour to do for Mm as 
be IhaQ de&rye — Very well, feid Sir Philip, 
you (hall be no lofer by that ; I will charge 
myfelf writb die caie of the young man. The 
bargain was ftruck, and Sir Philip purchafed 
a horfe for John of the old man. The next 
mornuig tfaey £et out ; (be Knight left marks 
of bis bounty with the good people, and de- 
parted, laden wltb their bleiling and prayers. 
He ftopped at the place where Us iutb^il 
(enrant was buried, and caufed ma(fes to be 
iaid for tbs repofe of his foul ; then, purfo^ 
Ing hia way by eafy journeys, arrived in fafety 
at home. His family rejoiced at his return; 
be fettled his new ien^ant in attetidsmee upon 
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his perfon ; he then looked round his neigh- 
bourhood for objeds of his charity; when he 
faw merit in diftrefs, it was his delight to 
raife and fupport it; he fpent his time in the 
fervice of his Creator^ and glorified him in 
doing good to his creatiires. He reilefled fre- 
quently upon every thi^ig that had befallen 
him in his late journey to the weft; and at 
his leifure, took down all the particulars in 
writing. 

Here follows an interval of four years , as by 
the manufcript ; and this omijjion feems intended 
by the Writer. fFhat follows is in a different 
handy and the charadier is more modeirn. 


ABOUT this time the prognoftics of Sir 
Philip Harclay began to be verified, that 
Edmund's good qualities might one day excite 
envy and create him enemies. The fons and 
kinfmen of his patron began to feek occafioh 
to find fault with him, and to depreciate him 
with others. The Baron's eldeft fon and 
beir, Mafter Robert^ had feveral contefis 
with Mafter William; the fecond foh^ upon 

his 
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his account: this youth bad a warm af- 

fe£lion foi' Edmundi and whenever his bro« 

ther and kinfman treated him flightly, he 

fupported him againft their amliciotis infmu- 

ations« Mr, Richard' Wcnlock, and Mr. 

John Markham, were the fifters fons of the 

Lord Fitz-Oweri ;. and there were feveral 

other more diftant relations^ who, with them,' 

fecretly envied Edmund's fine qualities, and 

firove to leflen him in the efteem of the Ba* 

ron and his family. By degrees they excited 

a didike in Mafter Robert, that in time was 

fixed into habit, and fell litde Ihort of 

averfion. 

Young Wenlock's hatred was confirmed 
by an additional circumftance : he had a grow- 
ing pafEon for the Lady Emma, the Baron's 
only daughter ; and, as love is eagle-eyed, he 
faw, or fancied he faw her caft an eye of 
preference on Edmund. An accidental fer- 
vice that Ihe received from him, had excited 
her grateful regards and attentions towards 
him. The inceflant view of his fine perfoa 
and qualities, had perhaps improved her 
efieem into a ftill fofter fenfation^ though fhe 

was 
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^fis ftt ^nomnt of it, and thought tt only 
d» itribute 4ae to gxatitiide miH friendflilp. 

Onie Chrifbiias'ttizie, the Bafoa and all his 
($naky iwht to viiit a fiunily in Wales; 
crofling a ford, the horfe that carried the 
Lodjr Efhma, who rode behind her coufm 
Wenlock, ftuinbled and fell down, and threw 
ber off into the ^^er : Edmund difinounted 
ia a moment, and flew to her ailiftance ; he 
look her out (o quick, thftt the accident was 
not known to fome part of the company. 
From this time Wenlock ftrove to undermine 
Edmund in her efteem, and fhe c<mceived 
herfelf obliged, in juftice and gratitude, to 
defend him agaii^ the malicious infmuations. 
ef his enemies. She One day aiked Wetdock, 
why he in particular ihould endeavour to 
recommend himfelf to her favour, by fpeaking 
againft Edmund, to whom (he was under 
great obligsrtions ? He made but little reply ; 
but the impreifion funk deep into his ran* 
corous heart ; every woid in Exlmund's be- 
half was like a polfixi'ed arrow that rancled 
in the wound, and grew every day 'more in- 
flai^i^* Sometimes he would pretend to 
extenuate Edmund's fuppofed foults, in order 

to 
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to load him with the fiftof ifigrsttttiideupoa 
other. ocGs^ns. lUncour wodcs despcft is 
the heart that ftrives lo conoesd it; and^ 
whea covered hy art^ fireqvextdy puts on tte 
appearance of caiidbur» % thefe means^d&S 
Wedlock andftfarkham impofinyon tbrcie* 
dulity of Matter Robeit and their other re- 
lations: Matter William onlf flood proof 
^fpiaft all Hms infiniwrions. 

The fame autumn diat Edoond com^ted 
his eighteenth year^ the fiaroA declanxl hid 
intention of fending the young men of hb 
houfe to Fnmce the following fj^ring, to Ican» 
the art of war, and iignalize their coun^ 
and abilities. 

Their ill-will, towards Edmund was fo well 
concealed, that his patnm had not difcovered 
it; but it was whimpered among die fervantSy 
who are generally ctofe obiervers of the man-^ 
mas of their principals. Edmund was a &* 
vourite with them all, which was a ftrong 
pcefomption that he defenred to be fa, fop 
they feldom fliew much regard to dependents, 
or to fuperior domeftics, who are generally 
objeAs of envy and diflike* Edmund was 
courteous, but not £uiuliar with them ; and, 

by 
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by this means, gained theiraffe^ons without 
fidiciting them. Among them was an old 
ferving man, called Jofeph Howell ; this man 
had formerly ferved the old Lord Lovel, and 
his fon ; and when the young Lord died, 
and Sir Walter fold the Caftle to his brother* 
in4aw, the Lord Fitz-Owen, he only of all 
the old fervants was left .in the hou(e^ to take 
care of itf and to deliver it into the poileflion 
of the new proprietor, 'who retained him in 
his fervice: he was a ipan of few words, 
hilt much refledion ; and, without troubling 
himfelf about other people's ai&irs,' went 
filently and properly about his own bufinefs ; 
more folicitous to difcharge his duty, than to 
tecomixiend himfelf to notice, and not feem- 
ing to afpire to any higher oiEce than that of 
a ferving man. This old man would fix his 
eyes upon Edmund, whenever he couki do it 
without obfervation; fometimes he would 
figh deeply, and'd tear would ftart from his 
eye, .which he ftrove to conceal from obfer- 
vation. Oneda.y Ednlkund furprized.him hi 
this tender emotion, as he was Hviping his 
eyes with the back of bis hand: — ^Why, faid 
he, my good friend, do you look at me fo 

earneftly 
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cstrneftly and afiedionately ? — ^Becaufe I love 
you, Mafler Edmuad, faidhe, becaufe I wUh 
you Well — I thank you kindly, anfwered 
Edmund; I am unable to repay yourioive, 
otEerwife than by returning it, whidi I do 
fincerely. — I thank you, Sir, faid the old 
man ; that is all I deiire, and more than I 
deferVe. — Do not fay fo, faid Edmund; if I 
had any better way to thank you, I would not 
lay fo much about it ; but words are all my 
inheritance. Upon this he fhook- hands' with 
Jofeph, who withdrew haftilyto conceal his 
emotion, faying, <jod blefs you, Mafter, and 
make your fortune equal to your defeits! I 
cannot help thinkii% you were born to a 
h^her ftaticm than what you now hold> ■ ■ 
You know.to the contrary, faid Edmund ;«- 
but Jofeph was gone out of fight and hear- 
ing. 

The notice and obfervation of ftrangers, 
and the afiedioh of individuals, together with 
that inward confcioufnefs that always attends 
fiiperior qualities, would fometimes kindle 
the flames of ambition in Edmund*s heart ; 
but lie .checked them prefently by refleSing 
upon (his low birth and dependent ftation. 

He 
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He \ras; nnodeft^ yet intpepil; gentle dttl* 
oourteous to all, frank aiid uHflsTerved to 
tfaofe dial Wed him ; difcreet aftd complaifant 
to tbofe who bated him f generous and com* 
pailieiiate to the diftreSbs of hie felIow-crea« 
tiiires in general; humble, but not fervile, to 
Ifls patron and fbpcdiors. Once, when he 
with a manly fpirit juftifiedhimfelf againft a 
malicious imputation, Ul d young Lord Ro« 
bert taxed him with pride and arrogance to 
his kinfinan* Edmund denied the charge 
againft him with equal fpirit and modefty. 
Mailer Robert anfwered him fliarply — ^How 
dare you contradict my coufins? do you ^ 
mean to give them the lye ?^— Not in words, 
^f fiud Edmund; but I will behave fo as 
diat you Ihall not beUeve tfaent. Mafter 
Robot haughtily bid him be filent, and 
know himfelf, and not prefume to] contend 
with men fo much his fuperiors in every re- 
fped. Thefe heart-burnings, in feme degreet 
liibfided by dieir4irepatations for goic^ to 
France. Mafter Robert was to be prefented 
at court before his departure, and it was ex« 
peded that he Ihould be knighted. The Ba* 
rondefigned Edmund to be his Efquixe; but 

this 
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this was fruftrated by his old enemies, who 
perfuaded Robert to make choice of one of 
his own domefticsy called Thomas Hewfon ; 
nim did they fet up as a rival to Edmund, 
and he took every occafion to affront him. 
All that Mafter Robert gained by this ftep 
was the contempt of thofe who faw Ed* 
mund's merit, and thought it want of difcern- 
ment in him not todiftinguifh and reward it. 
Edmund requefted of his Lord that he might 
be Mafter William's attendant; and when, 
faid he, my patron fhall be knighted, as I 
make no doubt he will one day be, he has 
promifed that I (hall be his Efquire. The 
Baron granted Edmund's requeft ; and, being 
freed from fervitude to the reft, he was devot- 
ed to that c^ his beloved mafter, William, 
who treated him in public as his principal 
domeftic, but in private as his chofen friend 
and brother. 

The whole cabal of his enemies confulted 
together in what manner they (hould vent 
their refentment againft him; and it was 
agreed that they fliould treat him with indif- 
ference and negled, till they fhould arrive in 
France : and when there, they (hould contrive 
to render his courage fufpeded, and by put- 

C ting 
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ting him upon fome defperate enterprife, rii 
themfelves of htm for ever. About this time 
died the great Duke of Bedford, to the irre*^ 
parable lots of the Engliih nattion. Ik was 
fucdeeded l^ Richard Plants^net, Duke of 
York, as Regent of France, of whtdi great 
part had revolted to Charles the Dauphin. 
Freqoent a&ions enftied. Cities were loft 
and won ; and continual occafions offered to 
cxercife the courage, and abilities, of the 
youths of both nations. 

The young mai of Baron Fitz-Owen's 
hocife ^vere reconnnended particularly to die 
Regent's notice. Maftea: Robert was knight- 
ed, with feveral other young men of family, 
who dtftiQguiihed themfehres by their fpirit 
and adtVity upon dvery occafion. The youth 
were daily emfrfoyed in warlike exercifes, and 
frequent a£l:ions; and made their firft eflay 
in arms in fuch a manner as to bring into 
notice all that deferved it. 

Various arts were ufed by Edmund's ene- 
mies to expofe him to danger ; but all their 
contrivances recoiled upon themfelves, and 
brought increafe of honour upon Edmund's 
head : he difti* 3 lifted himfelf upon fo many 
occarK>ns, that Sir Robert hinrfelf began to pay 

him 
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him more than ordinary regard, to the infi- 
nite mortiiication of his kinfmen and rela- 
tions. They laid many icKemes f^;ainft hisMp 
but none took cSeSt* 

From this place the charMBers in the moHufcript are 
^aced by time and damp. Here and there fome fert" 
fences are Ugihle^ but notfufficient to purjiie the thread 
^thefiory, Mentiw is made of fefveral anions in 
which the young men were engage d that Edmund 
difiinguijhed him/elf by intrepidity in a^ion ; fy gen-- 
tlenefsy humanity ^ and modejfy in the cejjatims'^that he 
attraded the notice of every per/on of objervation^ and 
alfoy that he received perfmal commendatim from the 
Regent, 

The folknuing incidents are clear enough to be tran^ 
fcrihid\ but the beginning of the next fucceeding pag^s 
ii obliterated : However we may guffs at the beginning 
by what remains^ 
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AS foon as the cabal met in Sir Robert's 
tent, Mr. Wenlock thus began : — You 
fee, my friends, that every attempt we make 
to humble this upftart, turns into applaufe, 
and ferves only to raife his pride ftill higher. 
Something mu(t be done, or his praife will go 
}iome before us, at our own expence; and 
Vre fhall feem only foils to fet off his glories* 
Any thing would I give to the man who 
ihould execute our vengeance upcm hiiKi. — 
fc— Stop there, coufm Wenlock, faid Sir Ro- 
bert; though I think Edmund proud and 
vain-glorious, and would join in any fcheme 
to humble him and make him know himfelf, 
I will not fuffer any man to ufe fuch bafe 
methods to effe£l it* Edmund is brave ; and 
it is beneath an Englifhman to revenge him- 
felf by unworthy means; if any fuch arc 
ufed, I will be the firft man to bring the guilty 
to judice ; and if I hear another word to this 
purpofe, I will inform my brother William, 
who will acquaint Edmund with your mean 

intentions. 
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intentions. Upon this the cabal drew back^ 
and Mr. Wenlock protefted that he meant no 
more than to mortify his pride, and make him 
know his proper ftation. Soon after Sir 
Robert withdrew, and they refumed their 
deliberations. 

Then fpoke Thomas Hewfon: There is a 
party to l)e fent out to-morrow night, to in- 
tercept a convoy of provifions for the relief of 
Rouen; I will provoke Mr. Edmund to 
make one of this party, and when he is en- 
gaged in the a^on, I and my companions 
will draw off*,, and leave him to the enemy, 
who I .truft will fo handle him, that you 
(hall no more be troubled with him. — ^This 
will do, faid Mr. Wenlock ; but let it be 
kept from my two couiins, and only known 
to ourfelves ; if they offer to be of the party^ 
I will perfuade them off it: And you, 
Thomas, if you bring, this fcheme to a con- 
clufion, may depend upon my eternal grati- 
tude. — ^And mine, faid Markfaam ; and fo 
faid all. The next day the afiair was pub- 
licly mentioned ; and. Hewfon, as he pro- 
mifed,, provoked Edmund to the trial : feveral 
young men of family ofiered themfelves; 
among the cefl, Sir Robert^ and his brother 

C 3 William, 
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Wiiliam. Mr. Wenbck perfuaded tb«ni not 
to go, and let the danger of tiie enterprife in 
the ftrongeft colours. At laft Sir Roben 
complained of the tooth^acby and wa^ coA« 
fined to his tent; Edmund waited on htm ; 
and judging by the ardour of his own courage 
of that of his patron, thus befpdLC him : — I 
am greatly concerned^ dear Sir, that we can« 
not have your company at night ; hot as I 
know what you will fufier at being abfent, I 
would beg the favour of you to kt me ufie 
your arms and device, and I will promiie not 
todifgrace them. — No, Edmund, I cannot 
confent to that : I thank you for your noble 
oflFer, and will remember it to your ad* 
vantage ; but I cannot wear honoors of ^no^ 
ther man's getting. You have awakened 
me to a fenfe of my duty: I will go with 
you, and contend with you for glory ; and 
William (hall do the fame« 

In a few hours they were ready to let out. 
Wenlock and Markham, and their depend- 
ants, found themfelves engaged in honour to 
go upon an enterprife they never intended ; 
and fet out, vdth heavy hearts, to join the 
party. They marched in filence in the hor- 
rors of a dark night, and wet roads ; they m^ 

the 
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the convoy where they expeded, and a fliarp 
engagement enfued. The vi6lory was feme 
tune doubtful ; hut the nioon rifing on die 
hades of the EngUfli, gave them the advan- 
ts^. They few the difpofition of their 
enemies, luid availed Aemiehres of it. Ed- 
mund advanced the foremoft of the party; 
he drew out the leader on the French itde ; he 
flew him. Mr. Williams prefled forward to 
affift his friend ; Sir Robert^ to defend his 
brother ; Wenlock andMarkham^ fromfhame 
to ftay behind. 

Thomas Hewfbn and his aflbciates drew 
back on their fide; the French perceived it, 
and purfued the advantage. Edmund pufhed 
them in hooX ; the young nobles all followed 
him ; tiiey brdke through the detachment, 
and flopped the waggons. The oiScer who 
commanded the party, encouraged them to 
go on ; the defeat was foon complete, and the 
proviiions carried in triumph to the Englifli 
camp. 

Edmund was ptefented to the Regent, as 
the man to whom the viAory was chiefly 
ovring« Not a tongue prcfumed to move ftfelf 
againft him; even malice and envy were 
filenced. 

C 4 Approach 
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Approach^ young man, faid the Regent, 
that I may confer upon you the honour of 
knighthood, which you have well deferved. 
Mn Wenlock could no longer forbear fpeak- 
ing: knighthood, faid he, is an order be- 
longing to gentlemen, it cannot be confered 
on a peafant, — What fay you. Sir i returned 
the Regent? is this youth a peafant? — ^He 
is, faid Wenlock, let him deny it if he can* 
Edmund with a modeft bow, replied, — It is 
true indeed I am a peafant, and this honour 
is too great for me : I have only done my 
duty. The duke of York, whoie pride of 
birth equalled that of any man living or dead 
fheathed his fword immediately. — ^Though, 
faid he, I cannot reward you as I intended, I 
will take care that you fhall have a laige ihare 
in the ipoils of this night ^ and, I declare 
publicly, that you ftand firft in the lift of gal- 
lant men in this engagement. 

Thomas Hewfon and his.a^bciates nuide a 
poor figure in their return ; they were puUicly 
reproved for tjieir backwardnelis. Hewlbn 
was wounded in body, and more in mind, for 
the bad fuccefs of his ill-laid defign. He 
could not hold up his head befcnre Edmund ; 
who, unconfcious of their noalice, adminifter- 

ed 
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ed every kind of comfort to them* He fpoke 
in their behalf to the commanding officer, 
imputing, their condu£b to unavoidable ac« 
cidents. He vifited them privately ; he gave 
them a part of the fpoils allotted to himfelf ;. 
by every a£t of valour and courtefy he ftrove 
to engage thofe hearts that hated, envied; 
and maligned him : But where hatred arifes 
from envy of fuperfor qualities, every difplay 
of thofe qualities increafes the caufe from: 
whence it arifes. 

Another paufe enfues here. 

The young nobles and gentlemen who dit 
tinguifhed Edmund, were prevented from 
raifing him to preferment by the infmuations 
of Wenlock and his aflbciates, who never 
failed to fet before them his low defcent, and 
his pride and arrogance in prefuming to rank 
with gentlemen. 

Here the ntanufcrtpt is not legible for feveral 
pages. There is mention^ about this time, of the 
death of the Lady Fitz^-Owen ; but not the caufe. 

Wenlock rejoiced to find that his fchemes 
took «fFeft, and- that they fliould be recalled 

C 5 at 
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at the approach of winter. The Baron was 
glad of a pretence to lend for them home ; 
£ax he could no longer endure the abfence of 
ills children^ after ibc lols of tfaeir mother 

TThe fnanufcript is again defaced for' 7?iany 
leaves ; at length the letters become more legible 
and the remainder of it is quite ferfeSt. 

• 

FROM the time the young men returned 
from France, the enemies of Edipund 
employed their utmoft abilities to ruin him in 
the Baron's opinion, and get him difmiffed 
from the family. They infmuated a thoufand 
things againft him, that happened, as they 
faid, 'during his refidence in France, and 
therefore could not be known to his mafter ; 
but, when the Baron privately inquired of his 
two elder fons, he found there was no truth 
in their reports. Sir Robert, though he did 
not love him, fcorned to jc»n in untruths 
againft him. Mr. William fpoke of him 
with the warmth of fraternal aife£iion. The 
Baron perceived that his kinfmen difliked Ed- 
mund \ 
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nnind ; btit his own good heart hindered him 
itom feeing the bafenefs of theirs. It is faid, 
that continual dropping will wear away a 
ftone; fo did their inceflant reports, by infen- 
fible degrees'^ produce a coolnefs in his 
patron's behaviour towards him. If he be- 
haved with manly fpirit, it was mifconftrued 
into pride and arrogance ; his generoftty was 
imprudence ; his humility was hypocrify, the 
better to cover his ambition. Edmund bore 
patiently all the indignities that were thrown 
upon him ; and, though he felt them {everely 
in his bofom, fcorned to juftify his conduA at 
the expence even of his enemies. Perhaps 
his gentle fpirit nught at length have funk 
under this treatment, but Providence inter- 
pofed in his behalf; and, by feemingly ac- 
cidental circumftances, conduced him im- 
perceptibly towards the crifis of his fate* 

Father OfwaW, who had been preceptor to 
the young men, had a ftrong affeftion for 
Edmund, from a thorough knowledge of his 
heart ; he faw through the mean artifices that 
were ufed to undermine him in his patron's 
favour ; he watched their machinations, and 
ftrove to fruftrate their defigns. 

C 6 This 
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This good flian ufed frequently to walk 
out with Edmynd; they converfed upon va- 
rious fubjeAs ; and the youth would lament 
.to him the unhappinefs of his fituation, and 
the peculiar circumftances that4ittended him* 
.The father, by his wholefome advice, com- 
forted his drooping heart; and confirmed 
him in his refolution of bearing unavoidable 
evils with patience and fortitude, from the 
confcioufnefs of, his own innocence, and the 
aflurance of a future and eternal reward. 

One day, as they were walking in a wood 
near the Caftle, Edmund afked the father, 
what jtiea^t thofe preparations for building, 
the cutting down trees', and burning of 
bricks ? — ^What, faid Ofwald, have you not 
iieard that my Lord is going to build a new 
apartment on the weft fide of the Caftle ?«-^ 
And why, faid Edmund, fhould my Lord be 
at that expence when there is one on the eaft 
fide tjiat is never occupied? — ^That apart- 
jnent faid the friar, you muft have obferved 
is always fhut up. — I have obferved it often, 
faid Edmund, but I never prefumed to afk 
any queftions about it. — You had then, faid 
Ofwald, lefs curiofity, and more difcretion, 
than is common at your age. — You have 

raifedr 
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raifed my curiofity, faid Edmund ; and if it 
be not improper, I beg of you to gratify it. — 
We are alone, faid Ofwald, and I am fo well 
afiured of your prudence, that I will explain 
this myftery in fome degree to you. 

You muft know, that apartment was occu- 
pied by the laft Lord Lovel when he was a 
bachelor. He married in his father's life- 
time, who gave up his own apartment to 
him, and offered to retire to this himfelf ; 
but the fon would not permit him ; he chofe 
to fleep here rather than in any other. He 
had been married about three months, when 
his father, the old Lrord, died of a fever. 
About twelve months after his marriage, he 
was called upon to attend the King, Henry 
the Fourth, on an expedition in Wales, 
whither he was attended by many of his de- 
pendants. He left his Lady big with child, 
and full of care and anxiety for his fafety and 
return. 

After the King had chafiifed the rebels, 
and obtained the vi£tory, the Lord Lovel was 
expedled home every day; various reports 
were fent home before him ; one meflenger 
brought an account of his health and fafety ; 
foon after another came with bad news, that 

he 
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be 'Was (lain in battle. His kinlknaii. Sit 
Waker Lovdy came here on a vifit to comfort 
the Ladj; aiid he 'waited to i^cetre his kin£- 
man on his rdtnm« It was he that brought 
the news <^ the fad event of the battle to the 
Lady LoveL 

She tainted away at the relat^n; but» 
when Ihe revived, exerted the utmoft refi)- 
lution ; faying, it was her duty to bear this 
drea^fol ftroke widi Chriftian fortitude and 
patience, ^fpecially itk regaid to the child ihe 
went with, the laft remains of her beloved 
buiband, and the undoubted heir of a noble 
houfe. For feveval days (he feemed an ex« 
ample of patience and refignation ; but then^ 
all at once ihe renounced then), and broke 
out into paflionate and frantic exclamations ; 
fee faid, that her dear Lord was bafely mur- 
dered; that his ghoft had appeared to her» 
and revealed his. fate: She called upon 
Heaven and earth to revenge her wrongs; 
faying, Khe would never ceafe complaining 
to God, and the King, for vengeance and 
juftice. 

Upon this. Sir Walter told the fervants 
that Lady Lovel was diftra^led, from grief, 
for the death of her Lord ; that bis regard for 

her 
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her was as firong asever ; and that^ if ihe re^ 
covered, he would himfelf be her comforter^ 
and marrjr her. In. the mean time ihe wat 
confined in this very apartment, and in Idft 
tiian a month the poor Lady died. She lies 
baried in the family vault in &U Auftin's 
dairch in the village. Sir Walter took po£- 
leifion of the Caftle, and all the other eftates^ 
and affiimed the title of Lord Lovel. 

Soon after, it was reported that the Caftle 
was haunted, and that the ghofts of Lord and 
Lady Lovel had been feen by feveral of the 
fervants* Whoever went into this ^art- 
ment were terrified by uncommon npifes, and 
ftrange appearances ; at length this s^artment 
was wholly fhut up, and the fervants were 
forbid to enter it, or to talk of any thing re- 
lating to it: However the flory did not ftop 
here ; it was whifpered about that the new 
Lord Lovel was fo difhirbed every night, thaft 
he could not fleep in quiet ; and, being at 
laft tired of the place, he fold the Caflle and 
eftate of his anceflors, to his brother4n-law 
the Lord Fitz-Owen, who now enjoys it,*and 
left this country. 

All this is news to me, faid Edmund ; but 
fiither, tcU me what grounds there were for 

the 
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the Lady's fuipicion that her Lord died iin« 
£iirly? — ^Alas! faid Ofwald, that is only 
known to God* There were ftrange thoughts 
in the minds of many at that time ; I had 
mine ; but I will not difclofe them» not even 
to you. I will not injure thofe who may be 
innocent ; and I leave it to Providence, who 
wiH doubtlelsy in its own beft time and man- 
ner, punifh the guilty. But let what I have 
told you be as if you had never heard it. 

I thank you for thefe marks of your efteem 
and confidence, faid Edmund: be afliired 
that I will not abufe them ; nor do I defire to 
• pry into fecrets not proper to be revealed: I 
entirely approve yourdifcretion, and acquiefce 
ki your conclufion, that Providence will in it» 
own time vindicate its ways toman: If it 
were not for that truft, my fituation would be 
infupportable. I (hive eameftly to deferve 
the efteem and favour of good men ; I endea- 
vour to regulate my coadud fo as to avoid' 
giving offence to any man; but I fee, with 
infinite pain, that it is impoflible for me ta 
gain thefe points. — I fee it too with great 
concern, faid Ofwald ; and every thing that 
I can fay or do in your favour is mifcon- 
firued ; and, by feeking to do you fervice, I 

Me 
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lofe my own influence: But I wiU never 
give my fanAion to a£ls of injuftice, nor join 
to opprefs innocence. My dear child, put 
your truft in God : He who brought light 
out of darknefs, can bring good out of evil. 

1 hope and truft fo, faid Edmund; but, 

father, if my enemies ihould prevail, if my 
Lordfhould believe their ftories againft me, 
and I ihould be put put of the houfe with 
difgrace^ what will become of me ? I have 
nodiing but my chara£ler to dq)end upon ; if 
I lofe that, I lofe every thing; and I fee they 
feek no lefs than my ruin. — ^Truft in my 
]Lrord*s honour andjuftice, replied Ofwald ; 
he knows your virtue, and he is not ignorant 
of their ill-will towards you. — I know my 
Lord's juftice too well to doubt it, faid Ed- 
mund ; but would it not be better to rid him 
of this trouble, and his family of an incum- 
brance? I would gladly do fomething for 
myfelf, but cannot without my Lord's re- 
commendation ; and, fuch is my fituation, 
that I fear the aiking for a difmiilion would 
be accounted bafe ingratitude : Befide, when 
I think of leaving this houfe, my heart faddens 
at the thought, and tells me I cannot be hap- 
py out of it : Yet, I think I could return to 

a pea- 


54 THE OhJy EKOLIS-R BAKON : 

apeafaht's life with chear^lnefs^ rather than 
Kvema palace und^ dsfdain ^nd cootempt. 
— ^Have patience a little kmger, my fon, faid 
OfwaM ; I vr'ilA think of (cmtt way to ferve 
you, -and to leprelent your grievances to my 
Lord; without offence to either : Perhaps the 
caufes may be removed. Contimie to obferve 
the fame irreproachaUe condu£t ; and be a& 
fbred that heaven vnH defend your innocencei 
and defeat the unjuftdefigns of your enemies. 
Let us now r^xirn home. 

About a week after this conference^ Ed-* 
mund walked out in the fields ruminating on 
thedifagreeablecircumflancesof his fituation. 
Infenfible of the time, he had been out feveral 
hours without perceiving how iht day wore 
' away, when he heard hknfelf called by name 
leveral times ; looking backward, he faw his 
friend, Mr* William, and hallooed to him. 
He came running towards him ; and leaping 
over the ftile, ftood ftill a while to recover 
his breath — What is the matter, Sir ? faid 
Edmund; your looks befpeak fome tidings 
of importance. With a look of tender con- 
cern and affedion, the youth prefled his hand 
and fpoke: — My dear Eklmund^, you muft 
come home with me diredUy ) your old ene^ 

mies 
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Bites hare imitedto fuin yon with Biy ilifdier; 
my brother Robert has declared that he thinks 
there w3I be no peace in our family till yoa 
are difimfled from it, and tdd my fiither, be 
licked he would not break with his kinfmen 
lather than give up Edmand. — ^But what do 
they lay to my dni^e ? faid Edmund. — I 
cannot rightly underftsuid, anfwered WiUiais, 
for Aey make a great myftery of it ; fome- 
thing of great confeqnence, they fay ; but 
they will not tell me what : However, my 
father has told them that they mo&. bring 
their accuiation before your iace^ and he will 
have you anfwer them publicly. I have been 
ieeking you this hour, to inform you of this, 
diat you might be prepared to defend yourfelf 
againft your accufers.^-God reward you, Sir, 
faid Edmund, for all your goodnefs to me ! 
I fee they are determined to niin me, if po(- 
iible : I (hall be compelled to leave the 
Caftle ; but whatever becomes of me, be 
ailiired you fhall have no caufe to bluih fot 
your kindnefs and partiality to your Edmund. 
—I know it, I am fure of it, faid William ; 
and here I fwear to you, as Jonathan did to 
David, I befeech Heaven to blefs me, as my 
friendfliip to you fhall be fteady and invio- 

able I 
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labk !— Only fo long as I (hall deferve fo gteat 
a bleffingy interrupted Edmund — I know 
your worth and honour, continued William: 
and fuch is my confidence in your merit, that 
I firmly believe Heaven defigns you fear fome*- 
thing extraordinary ; and I exped that feme 
great and unforefeen event will raife you to 
the rank and Aation to which you appear to 
belong : Promife me, therefore, that what* 
ever may be your fate, you will preferve the 
fame friendfhip for me that I bear to you.**- 
Edmund was fo much aiFeded, that he could 
not anfwer but in broken fentences. — ^Oh my 
friend, my mafter! I vow, I promife, my 
heart promifes ! He kneelied down with 
clafped hands, and uplifted eyes: William 
kneeled by him, and they invoked the Su* 
preme to witnefs to dieir friendfliip, and 
implored his bleifihg upon it: They then 
rofe up and embraced each other, while 
tears of cordial affedion bedewed their 
cheeks. 

As foon as «they were able to fpeak, Ed^ 
mund conjured his friend not to expofe him'^ 
felf to the difpleafure of his family out of 
kindnefs to him. I fubmit to the will of Hea^ 
ven, faid he, I wait with patience its difpofal 

of 
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of me: if I leave the Caftle, I will find means 
to inform you of my fate and fortunes. — I 
hope, faid William, that things may yet be 
accommodated ; but do not take any refolu- 
tion> let us a£k as occafions arife. 

In this manner thefe amiable youths con- 
ferred, till they arrived at the Caftle. The 
Baron was fitting in the great hall, on a high 
chair with a footftep before, with the ftatc 
and dignity of a judge: before him, ftood 
father Ofwald, as pleading the caufe forhim" 
felf and Edmund. Round the Baron's chair 
ftood his eldeft fon and his kinfmen, with 
their principal domeftics. The old fervant, 
Jofeph, at fome ctiftance, with his head lean- 
ing forward, as Hftening with the utmoft at- 
tention to what paffed. Mr. William ap- 
proached the chair. — My Lord I have found 
Edmund, and brought him to anfwer for him- 
felf.-— You have done well, faid the Baron. 
Edmund, come hither; you are charged with 
fome indifcretions, for I cannot properly call 
them crimes: I am refolved to do juftice be- 
tween you and your accufers ; I (hall there- 
fore hear you as well as them ; for no man 
ought to be condemned unheard. — My Lord, 

(aid Edmund, with equal modcfty and intre- 
pidity, 
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pidity, I denoand mytxial; if I ihallbefotinji 
guilty of any crimes agwift my BetadaLStoTf 
let me be pumflied widi Ae utmoft rigour : 
But iff as I truft^ no fudi charge can be 
proved againft me, I know your goodnefs too 
well to doubt that you will do juftice to me^ 
as well as to others ; and> if it fhould fo hap- 
pen, that by the mifreprefoitations of my ene-> 
mies (who have long fought my ruin prU 
vately, and now avow it publicly) if by their 
artifices your Lordihip (hould be induced to 
think me guilty, I would, fubmit to youf 
fentence in fdence, and appeal to another 
tribunal. — See, iaid Mr. Wenlock, the con* 
fidence of the fellow ! he already fuppofes that 
my Lord muft be in the wrong if he condemns 
hUn ; and then this meek creature will ap^ 
peal to another tribunal : To whofe will he 
appeal ? I defire he may be made to explain 
himfelf. — That I will immediately, faid Ed- 
mund, without being compelled; I only 
meant to appeal to Heaven, that beft knows 
my innocence. — 'Tis true, faid the Baron^ 
and no offence to any one ; man can only 
judge by appearances, but Heaven knows the 
heart: Let every one of you bear this in 
mindj that you m^ not bring a faiie accu- 

fationi 
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£ition> nor jiiftify yourfelves hjamccAliog 
the truth. Edmimd, I am in&rmad that 
Ofwald and you have made very &ee widi 
me and my family, in fome of your convcr* 
fations; you were beanl to cenfure me for 
the absurdity o£ building a new apartment on 
the weft fide of the Cafib, when there was 
one on the eaft fide uninhabited: Ofwald 
faidy that apartment was fhut up becaufe it 
was haunted; diat fome locking murder 
had been committed there; adding many 
particulars concerning Lord LoNrel's fiunily^ 
fuch as he could not know the truth of, and^ 
i{ he had known, was itnprudent to reveal* 
But further, you complained of ill-treatment 
here ; and mentioned an intention to leave 
die Caftle, and feek your fortune elfewhere. 
I ihall examine into all thefe particulars in 
turn. At prefent, I defire you, Edmund, to 
relate all that you can remember of the con- 
verfation that pafled between you and Ofwald 
in the wood laft Monday. — Good God ! faid 
Edmund, is it poflible that any per(bn could 
put fuch a conftruftion upon fo innocent a 
converfation ? 

Tell me, then, faid the Baron, the parti* 
culars of it. — I will, my Lord, as nearly a« 

my 
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my memory will allow me. Accordingly he 
related moft of the converfation that pafTed in 
Aewood; but, in the part that concerned 
the family of Lovel, he abbreviated as much 
as poifible* Ofwald's countenance cleared 
up, for he had ddne the fame before Edmund 
came. The Baron called to his eldeft fon, — 
You hear, Sir Robert, what both parties fay: 
I have queftioned them feparately ; neither of 
them knew what the other would anfwer, yet 
their accounts agree almoft to a word. — I 
confefs they do fo, anfwered Sir Robert ; but. 
Sir, it is very bold and prefuming for them 
to fpeak of our family affairs in fuch a man* 
ner; if my uncle. Lord Lovel, Ihould come 
to know it, he would punifh them feverely ; 
and if his honour is refie£ledupon, it becomes 
us to refent, and to punifh it. Here Mr. 
Wenlock broke out into paffion, and offered 
to fwear to the truth of his accufation. Be 
filent, Dick, faid the Baron ; I fhall judge 
for myfelf. — I proteft, faid he to Sir Robert, 
I never heard fo much as Ofwald has now 
told me concerning the deaths of L<Mrd and 
Lady Lovel ; I think it is befl to let fuch 
(lories alone, till they die away of themfelves. 
I had, indeed, heard of an idle ftory of the 

eaft 
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eaft apartment's being haunted, when firfl: I 
came hither, and my brother advifed me to 
fliut it up till it jfhould be forgotten ; biit 
what has now been faid, has fuggefted a 
thought that may make that apartment ufeful 
tn future. I have thought of a punifhment 
for Edmund that will ftop the mouth of his 
accufersibr the prefent ; and, as I hope, will 
eftabliih his credit with every body* Edmund^ 
will yoii undertake this adventure for me ?-^ 
What adventure, my Lord ? faid Edmund : 
There is nothing I would not undertake to 
flievr my gratitude and fidelity to you . As 
to my courage, I would fliew that at the ex- 
pence of my malicious accufers, if refped to 
my Lord's blood did not tie up my hands; as 
I am fituated, I beg it may be put to the proof 
in whatever way is moft for my mailer's fer- 
vice.— That is well (aid, cried the Baron : 
As to your enemies, I am thinking how to 
feparate you from them eifefbially ; of that 
I ihall fpeak hereafter. I am going to try 
Edmund's courage ; he ifhall Heep three nights 
in the eafl apartment, that he may teftify to 
all whether it be haunted or not; afterwards 
I will have that apartment fet in order, and 
my eldeft fon ihall take it for his own ; it 

D will 
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will fpare me feme cxpence, and anlwer my 
purpofc as well, or better: will you con- 
fent, Edmund? — ^With all my heart, my 
Lord, faid E&nund, I have not wilfully of- 
fended God or man ; I have, therefore, no- 
thing to fear. — Brave boy! faid my Lord; 
I am not deceived in you, nor fhall you be 
deceived in your reliance on me. You fhall 
fleep in that apartment to night, and to mor- 
row I will have fome private talk with you. 
Do you, Ofwald, go with me ; I want to 
have fome converfation with you. The reft 
of you, retire to your ftudies and bufinefs ; I . 
will meet you at dinner. 

Edmund retired to his own chamber, and 
Ofwald was fhut up with the Baron ; he de- 
fended Edmund's caufe and his own, and laid 
open as much as he knew of the malice and 
defigns of his enemies. The Baron expreffed 
much concern at the untiniely deaths of Lord 
and Lady Lovel, and defired Ofwald to be 
circumfpedl in regard to what he had to fay 
of the circumftances attending them ; adding, 
that he was both innocent and ignorant of 
any treachery towards either of them. Of- 
wald excufed himfelf for his communications 
to Edmund, faying, they fell undefignedly 

into 
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into the fubjeft, and that he mentioned it in 
confidence to him only. . 

The Baron fent orders to the young men 
to come to dinner ; but they refiifed to meet 
Edmund at table ; accordingly he ate in the 
fteward's apartment. After dinner, the Baron 
jtried to reconcile his kinfmen to Edmund ; 
but found it impoffible. They faw their 
defigns were laid open ; and, judging of him 
by themfelves, thought it impoflible to forgive 
or be forgiven. The Baron ordered them to 
keep in feparate apartments; he took his 
eldeft fon for his own companion, as being 
the moft reafonable of the malcontents ; and 
ordered his kinfmen to keep their own apart- 
ment, with a fervant to watch their motions. 
Mr. William had Ofwald for his companion. 
Old Jofeph was bid to attend on Edmund ; 
to ferve him at fupper ; and, at the hour of 
nine to condu£t him to the haunted apart- 
ment. Edmund defired that he might have a 
light and his fword, left his enemies fhould 
endeavour to furprife him. The Baron 
thought his requeft reafonable, and complied 
with it. 

There was a great fearch to find the key of 
die apartment ; at laft it was difcovered by 

D 2 Edmund 
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Edmund himfelf, among a parcel of did ruDy 
keys in a lumber-room. The Baron fent the 
young men their fuppers to their refpedive 
apartments. Edmund declined eating, and 
defirgd to be conduced to his apartment. 
He was accompamed by moft of the fervants 
to the door of it ; they wi£hed him fucoefs^ 
and praytd for him as if he had been going 
to execution. 

The door vrzs with great difficulty unlock* 
edy and Jofeph gave Edmund a lighted lamp^ 
and wiihed him a good night ; he returned 
his good wiihes to them all with the utmoft 
cheerfulnefs, UxAi the key on the infide of die 
door, and then difmifled them. 

He then took a furv^ of his chamber; the 
furniture, by long neglect, was decayed and 
dropping to pieces ; the bed was devoured by 
&e moths, and occupied by the xats, who 
bad built their ncifts there with impunity for 
many generations. The bedding was very 
damp, for the rain had forced its way through 
the ceiling ; he determined, therefore, to lie 
down in his clothes. There were two doors 
on the further fide of the room, with keys in 
them : being not at all (leepy, he refolved to 
examine them ; he attempted one lock, and 

opened 
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^ned it w&h eafe; he went into alarg« 
dtning-room, the furnttuitt of which was in 
the iame tattered conditioo ; out of this was 
a large clofet widi fome books in k, and 
hung round with coals of anns, wkK gene- 
alogies and aBiances of tAte honfe of Loirel ; 
ke amuled Mmielf heiie Ibme minutes, and 
tikea returned into the bed-chamber. 

He secolleded the other door^ and relblved 
to fee where it led to ; the key was rufted 
into the lock, and refifted his attempts ; be 
fet the lamp on the ground, and exerting aM 
his ftirength, opened the door, and at the fame 
inftant the wind of it blew out the lamp, and 
kft hiin in. utter darknefii. At the &me mcH 
ment he heaid a hollow ruftlmg noife, Uke 
that of a perfen coming tkrougk a narrow 
paffiige* Tin this moo^iu not one idea of 
&ar had approached the siind of Ednnaod ; 
but, juft then, all the concurrent, circum- 
fiances of his (ituation firuck upon his heart, 
and gave hhn a new and difagfeeable fenf^ 
tion« He paufed a while ; and r^coUefbing 
himfelf, cried out aloud — What (bould I 
fear ? I have not wilfully ofliended God or 
man ; why then ihould t doubt prdteiftion ? 
But I have not yet implored the divine affifl>- 
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ance ; how then can I expeA it ? Upon this 
he kneeled down and prayed earneftly, refign- 
ing himfelf wholly to the will of heaven ; 
while he was yet fpeaking, his courage re« 
turned, and he refumed his uftial confidence; 
again he approached the door from whence 
the noife proceeded ; he thought he faw a 
glimmering light upon a ftairc^fe before him* 
If, faid he, this apartment is haunted,. I will 
life my endeavours to difcover the caufe of it ; 
and if the fpirit appears vifibly, I will fpeak 
to it- 
He was preparing to defcend the ftaircafe 
when he heard feveral knocks at the door by 
which he firft entered the room ; and, ftep* 
ping backward, the door was clapped to with 
great violence. Again fear attacked him ; but 
he refitted it, and boldly cried out — Who is 
there ? — ^A voice at the outer door anfwered. 
—It's I ; Jofcph, your friend ; — ^What do 
you want? faid Edmund — I have brought 
you fome wood to make a fire, faid Jofeph.— 
I thank you kindly, (aid Edmund ; but my 
lamp is gone out ; I will try to find the 
door, however. After fome trouble, he 
found, and opened it ; and was not forry to 
fee his friend Jofeph, with alight in one 

hand 
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handy a flagon of beer in the other, and a 
faggot upon his ihoulder. — I come, faid the 
good old man, to bring you fomething tq 
Tccep up your fpirits ; the evening is cold ; I 
know thi^s room wants airing ; and befide 
that, my Matter, I think your prefent under- 
taking requires a little afliftance. 

My good friend, faid Edmund, I never {hall 
be able to deferve or requite your kindnefs to 
me. — My dear Sir, you always deferved more 
than I could do for you ; and I think I (hall 
yet live to fee you defeat the defigns of your 
enemies and acknowledge the fervice of your 
friends. Alas! faid Edmund, I fee little 
profped of that 1 — I fee, faid Jofeph, fome- 
thing that perfuades me you are defigned for 
great things .; and I perceive that things are 
working about to fome great end: Have 
courage, my Matter, myieart beats ttrangely 
high upon your account! — ^You make me 
fmile, faid Edmund. — I am glad to fee it, 
Sir: may you fmile all the rett of your life! — 
I thank your honett afFe£lion, returned Eld- 
mund, though it is too partial to me. You 
had better go to bed, however ; if it is known 
that you vifit me here, it will be bad for us 
both.-^So I will prefently ; but, pleafe God, 

D4 IwUl 
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Z will come here again to-iia«rix)w nig^^ 
when all the family are a-'bed ; and I will tell 
you ibme things that you never yet heard. 
«-But pray tell me, faid Edmund, where 
does that door lead to. ? — Upon a paffiige that 
en<b in a ftair cafe that leads to the lowev 
rooms ; and there is likewife at dooir oiif of 
Aat paflage into the diniag-roooi* — ^And 
what rooms are there below ftairs^ faid Ed* 
mund ? — The lame as above, replied he.-— 
Very well ; then I wifli you a good nighty 
we will talk further to-morrow. — Ajre,. to- 

r 

morrow night ; and in this place, ray dear 
Mailer. — ^Why do you call me yoor Mafter I 
I never was, nor ever can be, your Mafter.-^ 
God only knows that, faid the good ^ man ; 
good night, and Heaven bkfe you !— -Good 
night, my worthy friend ! 

Jofeph withdrew, and Edicnnnd returned to 
the other door, and attempted feveral times la 
open it in vain ; his hasds wene benuoAed 
and tired , at length he gave over. He made 
a fire in the chimney, placed the lamp on a 
table, and opened one of the wifodow-fbottera 
to admit the day-light ; he then recc»mnend<« 
ed himfelf to the divine proteSion, and threw 
himfelf upon the bed ; he preltntly fell a(leep> 

and 
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ind continued in that ftate^ till the fun faluted 
him with his orient beams through the wki-» 
dow he had opened* 

As foon as he was petk&ly swafce, he 

ftrove to i^ofled his dreams* He dionght 

ihat he beard peo{& coming up the ftaircafa 

ibat he had a gHmpfe of; ihat the Aoot 

opened) and iheis entef cd a Warrior, leading 

a Laid^ by the hand, wiio was young and 

he^utiful^ but pale and wan : The man was 

drefled in complete armour, and his helmet 

down* They approached the bed ; they un-» 

drew the curtains. He thought the man 

&id, — Is this our child ? The woman se«- 

plied,^*— It is ; and the hour approaches that he 

fhall be knoWn for fuch. They then fepa* 

lated, and one flood on each fide of the bed ; 

their hands met over his head, and they gave 

him a Ibleran benediAibn. He ftrove to rife 

and pay them his refpeds, but they forbad 

him ; and the Lady faid, — Sleep in peace, 

. oh, my Edmund ! for thofe who are the true 

poiTeiTors of this apartment are employed in 

thy prefervation : Sleep on, fweet h<^e of a 

houfe that is thought paft h(q)e ! — Upon this, 

they withdrew, and went out at the fame door 

by which they enteped, and he heard them 
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defcend the ftairs. — ^After this, he followed 
a funeral as chief mourner ; he faw the whole 
proceflion, and heard the ceremonies perform- 
ed. He was fnatched away from this mourn- 
ful fcene to one of a contrary kind, a ftately 
feaft at which he prefided; and he heard 
himfelf congratulated as a hufband, and a 
father : His friend William fat by his fide ; 
and his happinefs was complete. Every fiic- 
ceeding idea was happinefs without alloy; 
and his mind was not idle a moment till the 
morning fun awakened him. He perfedly 
remembered his dreams and meditated on 
what all thefe things (hould portend. — ^Am I 
then, faid he, not Edmund Twyford, but 
fomebody of confequence, in whofe fat^ fo 
many people are interefted ? Vain thought^ 
that muft have arifen from the partial fug- 
geftions of my two friends, Mr. William and 
old Jofeph. 

He lay thus reflefting, when a fervant 
knocked at the door, and told him it was pail 
fix o'clock, and that the Baron expe£led him 
to breakfaft in an hour. He rofe imme- 
diately ; paid his tribute of thanks to heaven 
for its proteAion, and went from his chamber 
i^ high health and fpixits. 

He 
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He walked in the garden till the hour of 
breakfaft) and then attended the Baron.-— 
Good morrow, Edmund! faid he; how have 
you retted in your new apartment? — Ex- 
tremely well, my Lord, anfwered he. — I am 
glad to hear it, faid the Baron ; but I did npt 
know your acconunodations were fo bad, as 
Jofeph tell^ me they are. — 'Tis of no con- 
fequence, faid Edmund ; if they were_much 
worfe, I could difpenfe with them for three 
nights. — Very well, faid the Baron ; you are 
a brave lad : I am fatisfied with you, and will 
excufe the other two nights. — But, my Lord, 
I will not be excufed ; no one (hall have rea- 
fon to fufped my courage ; I am determined 
to go through the remaining nights upon 
many accounts. — That ihall be as you 
pleafe, faid my Lord. I think of you as you 
deferve ; fo well, that I ihall alk your advice 
by and bye in fome affairs of confequence.— 
My life and fervices are yours, my Lord ; 
command thein freely. — Let Ofwald be called 
in, faid my Lord ; he (hall be one of our con- 
fultation. He came ; the fervants were dif- 
miffed ; and the Baron fpoke as follows :—-• 
Edmund, when firft I took you into my fami- 
ly, it was at the requeft of my fons and kinf-* 
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men ; I bearwitnefs to your good bdiaviour: 
yooi have not deferved to lofe their efteera ; 
Imt, neverthelefsy I have obferved for fome 
years paft, that all but my fon William haive 
fet their faces againft you : I fee their meas.-' 
nefs, and I perceive their motives : but they 
are, and muft be my relations ; and I would 
rather govern them by love^ than fear. I love 
and efteiem your virtues : I cannot give you 
up to gratify their humours. My ion Wil- 
liam has loft the a&dions of the reft, for that 
he bears to you ; but he has increafiad my 
regard to him : I think myfelf bound in 
honour to him and you to provide for you ! I 
cannot do it, as I wiftied^ under my own roof. 
If you ftay here, I fee nothing but confufion 
in my family ; yet I cannot put you out of 
it di%racefully. I want to think of f<»nc 
way to prefer you^ diat you may leave this 
houfe with honour ; and I defire both of you 
to give me your advice in this matter. If 
Ecfanund will teU me in what way I can em- 
ploy him to bis own honour and my advan^ 
tage, I am ready to do it ; let him propofe it> 
and Ofwald (hall oKxierate between us. 

Here he ftopped ; and Edmund, vv^iofit 
%hsalmoft choaked him^ threw hxmfelfat 

the 
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Ae Bafon*s feet, and wet his hand with his 
tears. Oh, my noble, generous benefa&or ! 
do you condefcend to confult fuch a one as 
me upon the ftateof youir family ? Does your 
mod amiable and beloved Son incur the ill- 
win of his brothers and kinfmen for my (ake? 
What am I^ that I ihould difturb the peace 
of this noble family ? Oh, my Lord, fend toe 
away direfily L I fhould be unworthy to U¥e> if 
I did not earneftly endeavour to reftore your 
happinefs. You have given me a noble edu- 
cation, and I truil I fhall not difgrace it. If 
you will recommend me, and give me a cha-* 
raSer, I fear not to make my own fortune. 
The Baron wiped his eyes ; I wi(h to do this, 
my child, but in what way ? — My Lord, {aid 
Edmund,, I will open my heart to you. I 
have lerved with credit in the army, and I 
fliould prefer a foldier's Ufe. — ^You pleafe me 
well, {aid the Baron : I will {end you to 
France^ and give you a recommendation to 
ifae Regent ^ he knoewa you perfonaDy, and 
will prefer you, for my fake, and finr your 
own merit. — My Lord, you overwhelm me 
with your goodnefs! I ami but your crea- 
ture, andn^ Ufe fliaU be devoted to your fer« 
vke.*— fitit, (aid the Baron, how to dtljpofe of 

you 
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you till the fpring ? — ^That, faid Ofwald, may 
be thought of at leifure ; I am glad that you 
have refolved, and I congratulate you both. 
The Baron iput an end to the converfation by 
deiiring Edmund to go with him into the 
Menage to fee his horfes. He ordered Of- 
wald to acquaint his fon William with all 
that had pafled, and to try to perfuade the 
young men to meet Edmund and William at 
dinner. 

The Baron took Edmund with him into his 
Menage to fee fome horfes he had lately pur- 
chafed ; while they were examining the beau- 
ties and defe£ts of thofe noble and ufeful ani- 
maIS| Edmund declared that he preferred Ca- 
rodoc, a horfe he had broke himfelf^ to any 
other in. my Lord's (lables. Then, faid the 
Baron, I will give him to you ; and you ihall 
go upon him to feek your fortune. He made 
new acknowledgments for this gift, and de- 
clared he would prize it highly for the giver's 
fake. But I ihall not part with you yet, faid 
my Lord ; I will firft carry all my points with 
thefe faucy boys, and oblige them to do you 
juilice. — ^You have already done thatj faid 
Edmund; and I will not fuller any of your 
Lordihip's blood to undergp any farther hu- 
miliation 
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miliation upon my account. I think, with 
humble fubmiflion to your better judgment, 
the fooner I go hence the better. 

While they, were fpeaking, Ofwald came 
to them, and faid, that the young men had 
abfolutely refufed to dine at the table, if Ed- 
mund was prefent. — 'Tis well, faid the Baron; 
I fhall find a way to punifli their ccmtumacy 
hereafter: I will make them know that I am 
the mafter here. Edmund and you, Ofwald, 
ihall ipend the day in my apartment above 
flairs. William fhall dine with me alone; 
and I will acquaint him with our determina- 
tion: My fon Robert, and his cabal, fhall 
be prifoners in the great parlour. Edmund 
fhall, according to his own defire, fpend this 
and the following night in the haunted apart- 
ment; and this for his fake, and my own; 
for if I fhould now contradi£l my former 
order, it would fubje£t us both to their im- 
pertinent refle<Slions. 

He then took Ofwald afide, and charged 
him not to let Edmund go pi^t of his fight ; 
for if he fhould come in the way of thofe im-* 
placable enemies, he trembled for the conr 
fequences. He then walked back to the 

flables. 
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ftables^ and the two friends returned into the 
boufe. 

They had a long converfatioa on vafioitf 
fi]b}eSts ; in the courfe of it, Edmnnd ac- 
quainted Ofwald with all that had paied be- 
tween him and Jdeph the preceding nig^t, 
the curioiky he had raifed ii\ him, and his 
promife to gratify it ^ night foltowing. I 
wifli, laid Ofwald, you would permit me to 
be one of your party. — How can that be i 
§aad Edmund : we ihall be watched, perhaps ; 
and, if difeovered, what excufecan you make 
f(^ coming there ? Befide, if it were known, 
I ihall be branded with the imputation of 
cowardice ; and, though I have borne much, 
I will not prcHnife to bear that patiently.-— 
Never fear, replied Ofwald, I will fpeak to 
Jc^eph about it ; and, after prayers are over, 
and the family gone to bed, I will deal away 
from my own chamber and come to you. I 
am ftrongly interefted in your affairs ; and I 
cannot be eafy unlefs you will receive me into 
your aytttpzny : I will bind myielf to (ecre- 
fy in any manner you (hall enjoin.— Your 
word is fiifficieiit, faid Edmund ; I have as 
much reafim to truft you, father, a» any man 
living ; I ihould be ungrateful to refufe you 

any 
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any thing in wj power to grant : hat fop^ 
pofe tibe apartment ihould really be haunted^ 
would you faafve refdntion enough to puriiie 
tBe adventure to a diicoirery ? — i hope fey 
&id OfWald: but Bave you any reaibn to 
believe it is ^ — I have, bid Edmund ; but I 
haffre not opened my lips upon this lubjeA to 
any creature. but yonrfelf. This n%ht I 
purpofe, if Heaven pennk^ to ga all over the 
f 00ms ; and> though i had fooned this ieh 
fign, I wiQ coi3£^(s that your company will 
ftrengthen my rdbhition. I wUlhavenore- 
fczves to you in any refpe£ir ; but I muft put 
a feal upon your lips. Ofwdd* fWore feciefy 
tili he fhovid be permitted 1» d^lofe the 
myfteries of that apaitrnttnC ; and both of 
them waited^ in fbkma expeSbalion, the event 
of the approaching night. 
. In theaftemoon Mr, William wasattowed 
to vifit his friend : An afe£ting mterview 
paflcd between them, i he lamented the ne<- 
ceffity of Edmnnd's depancture, and they took 
a fiJemsi leave of each odber^ as if they fore- 
boded it would be long ere they (houM meet 
again* 

About die fame hoar as the preceding 
cveningt Jofeph came» to condu A Edmund to 

his 
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his apartment. You will find better accom* 
modations than you had lafl: night, fald he, 

and all by my Lordls own order. 1 every 

hour receive fome new proof of his goodnefs, 
faid Edmund. When they arrived, he found 
^ a good fire in the chamber, and a table covered 
with cold meats, and a flagon of ftrong beer. 
Sit down and get your fupper, my dear 
Mafter, faid Jofeph : I mufl attend my Lord ; 
but as foon as the family are gone to bed, I 
will vifit you again. — Do fo, faid Edmund ; 
but firft, fee father Ofwald ; he has fome- 
thing to fay to you : You may truft him, 
for I have no referves to him. — Well, Sir, I 
will fee him if you defire it ; and I will come 
to you as ibon as pofltble. So faying, he 
went his way; and Edmund fat down to 
fupper. 

After a moderate refrefhment, he kneeled 
down, and prayed with the greateft fervency ; 
he refignedhimfelf to the difpofal of Heaven x 
I am nothing, faid he, I defire to be nothing 
but what thou, O Lord, pleafeft to make me: 
If it is thy will that I fhould return to my 
former obfcurity, be it obeyed with chearful- 
nefs? and, if thou art pleafed to exalt me, I 
will look up to thee, as the only fountain of 

honour 
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honour and dignity. While he prayed> he 
felt an enlargement of heart beyond what he 
had ever experienced before ; all idle fears 
were difperfed, and his heart glowed, with 
divine love and affiance; he feemed raiied 
above the world and all its purfuits. . He con-« 
tinued wrapt up in mental devotion, till a 
knocking at the door obliged him to rife, and 
let in his two. friends, who came without 
ihoies, and on tiptoe, to viiit him. 

Save you, my fon ! faj4 the friar ; you look 

cheerful and happy. 1 am fo, father, faid 

Edmund; I have refigned myfeif tothedit: 
pofalof Heaven, and I find my heart firength- 
ened above what I can exprefs. — Heaven be 
praifedt faidOfwald: I believe you are de* 
itgned for great things, my fon : — ^What ! do 
you too encourage my ambition? fays Ed- 
mund ; ftrange concurrence of circumftances ! 
Sit down, my friends ; and do you, my good 
Jofeph, tell me the particulars you promifed 
laft night. They drew their chairs round the 
fire, and Jofeph began as follows. 

You h^ve heard of the untimely death of 
the late Lord Lovel, my noble and worthy 
Mafter ; perhaps you may have alfo heard« 
that, from that time, this apartment was 

haunted. 
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hmmtecL What pafled the otter dayv when 
nay Lord queftioned you both on this head^ 
brought all the circumflances firefli into my 
mind. You dien fatd^ there, were fu^icions 
that he came not fairly to his end. I truft 
you bodi> and will fpeak what I know of it* 
There was a perfon fufpe&ed of thb murder ; 
and who do< you think it was P — You muft 
^peak outy £ud OfwaUL — ^Why then>- faid 
Jofeph, it was the pvefent Lord Lovel.«— 
You fpeak my thoughts, laid Ofwald ; but 
proceed to the proofs. — I will, faid Jofeph* 
From the time that my Lord's death was re- 
ported, there were ftrange whifpevings and 
confokations between the new Lord and ibme 
ef the ferrants ; there was a deal of frhfztt 
buflqefs carried on in this s^artment : Soon 
after they gave out that my poor Lady was 
dUftrafied ; but flie thvew out ftrong expief- 
fions Aat favoured nothing of madnefe^: fhe 
faid, that the ghoft of her departed Lcord had 
appeared to her, and revealed thec]rcum>- 
ftances ef this murder. None of the (enrants 
but one, were permitted to fee her. At this 
very time. Sir Walter, the new Lord, had the 
cruelty to offer love to her ; he urged her to 
marry him ; and one of her women overheard 

her 
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her fay, ihe li^ould foaner die iban givehet 
hand to the maa -who caufed the death of her 
Lord: foon after this, we were told inf 
Lady was dead. The Lord Lovel made a 
public and fuxnptiioas funerallfbr her. — Thsft 
is true, laid Ofwald ; f or I was a novice^ and 
aiBfted at it. 

Well, fays Jofi:]>h, now comes my peart of 
the ftory. As I wasooming home from the 
burial, I overtook Roger, our ploughman. 
Said he. What think you of this burying? 
What Ihould I think, faid I, but we have 
loft the heft Mafter and Lady that wc fliall 
ever know? God he knows, quoth Roger, 
whether they be living or dead) but if ever I 
faw my Lady in. my life, I faw her alive the 
night they fay fhe died. I tried to convince 
him that he was miftaken ; bi^t be ofiered to 
take his oath, that the 'very night they faid 
fhe died, he faw her come out at the garden- 
gate into the fields : that ihe often ftopped, 
like a perfon in pain, and then went forward 
ag^in until the had loft fight of her. Now it is 
certain that heir time was out, and Iheexped- 
ed to lie down every day ; and they did not 
pretend that fhe died in child-bed. I thought 

upon what I:heaxd^ but nothing 1 f^* 

Roger 
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Roger told the fame ftory to another fervant ; 
fo he was called to an account ; the ftory was 
huihed up, and the foollih fellow faid^ he was 
verily peffuaded it was her ghoft that he faw. 
Now you muft take notice that, from this 
time, they began to. talk about, that this 
apartment was troubled ; and not only this, 
but at laft the new Lord could not fleep in 
quiet in his own room ; and this induced him 
to fell the caftle to his brother-in-law, and 
get but of this country as.faft as poflibie. He 
took moft of the fervants awa^ with him, and 
Roger among the reft. As for. me, they 
thought I knew nothing, and fo they left me 
behind ; but I was. neither, blind nor deaf, 
though I could hear, and fee, and fay no- 
thing. 

This is- a dark ftory, faid Ofwald.— It is 
fo, faid Edmund ; but why fliould Jofeph 
feem to think it concerns me in particular i 
—Ah, dear Sir ! iaid Jofeph, I muft tell you, 
^ though I never uttered it to mortal man be- 
fore ; the ftriking refemblance this young 
man bears to my dear Lord, the ftrange dif- 
like his reputed father took to him, his gentle 
manners, his generous heart, his noble qua- 
lities fo uncomoion ia tbpfe of his birth and 

breeding. 
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breeding, the found of his voice — ^You may 
fmile at the ftxength of my fancy, but I can- 
not put it out of my mind but that he Is my 
own Mafter's fon. 

At thefe words Edmund changed colour, 
and trembled ; he clapped his hand upon his 
breaft, and looked up to Heaven in filence ; 
his dream recurred to his memory, and (Iruck 
upon his heart. He related it to his attentive 
auditors. The ways of Providence are won- 
derful, faid Ofwald. If this befo, Heaven in 
its own time will make it appear. 

Here a filence of feveral minutes enfued ; 
when, fuddenly, they were awakened from 
their reverie by a violent noife in the rooms 
underneath them. It feemed like the claihing 
of arms, and fomething feemed to fall down 
with violence. 

They darted, and Edmund rofe up with a 
look full of refolution and intrepidity. — I ^m 
called, faid he j I obey the call ! He took 
up a lamp, and went to the door that he had 
opened the night before. Ofwald followed 
with his rofary in his hand, and Jofeph lad 
with trembling deps. The door opened with 
eafe, and they defcended the ftairs in pro- 
found filence. 

The 
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The lower f ooms anfWered eKaAIy to thofe 
above ; there were two parlours and a large 
clofet. They faw nothing remarkable in thefc 
roomSy except two pidkures, that were turned 
with their facesto the wall. Jofeph took the 
courage to turn them : Thefe, faid he, are the 
portraits of my Lord and Lady.*— Father^ 
look at this face ; do yon know who is like it? 
• — I fliould think) faid Ofwald, it was done 
for Edmund! — I am, faid Edmund, ftruck 
with the refemblance my&lf : but let us go 
on; I feel myfelf infpiced with umifuai 
courage.-r-Let us open the clofet-door.— 
Ofwald flopped himihort: — ^Take heed> faid 
he, left the wind of the door put out the lamp* 
I will open this door. He attempted it with- 
out fucceis ; Jofqph did the fame, but to no 
purpofe; Edmund gave the lamp to Jofeph; 
he approached the door, tried the key, and it 
gave way to his hand in a moment. — This 
adventure belongs, faid he> to me onfy ; that 
is plain ; bring the lamp forward. Ofwald 
repeated his. paternofter, in which they all 
joined, and then entered the cloiet. 

The firft thing that piefented itfelf to dieir 
view, was a compldte Xuit of armour, that 
feemed to have fallen down on an heap. Be« 

hold! 
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hold! faid Edmund; this made the noife we 
heard above. They took it up, and examined 
Jt piece by piece ; the infide of thebrea(^-plate 
was ftained with blood. — See here! faid Ed- 
mund; what think you of this? — 'Tis my 
Lord's armour, faid jofeph ; I know it well : 
Here has been bloody work in this clofet t 
Going forward, he ftumbled over fomething ; 
it was a ring, with the arms of Lovel engraved 
upon it. — This is my Lord's ring, faid Jo- 
feph ; I have feen him wear it : I give it t& 
you. Sir, as the right owner ; and moft reli- 
gioufly do i believe you his fon. — ^Heaven 
only knows that, faid Edmund ; and, if it 
permits, I will know who was my father be- 
fore I am a day older. While he was fpeak* 
ing he ihifted his ground, and perceived that 
the boards rofe up on die other fide of the 
clofet ; upon farther examination they found 
that the whole floor was loofe, and a table 
that ftood over them concealed the circum'* 
fiance from a cafual obferver.— I perceive, 
faid Ofwald, that fome great difcovery is at 
hand. — God defend us ! faid Edmund, but I 
verily believe that the perfon that owned this 
armour lies buried under us. Upon this, a 
difmal hollow groan was heard, as if from un- 

£ derneath. 
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derne^th. A folemn filence enfued, aiid marks 
of fear were vifibleupon all three ; the groan 
was thrice heard : Ofwald made figns for 
them to kneel; and he prayed audibly, that 
Heaven would dire£t them how to z&, ; he 
alfo prayed for the foul of the departed, that 
it might reft in peace. After this he arofe ; 
but Edmund continued kneeling : he vowed 
folemnly to devote himfelf to the difcovery of 
this fecret, and the avenging the death of the 
perfon there buried. He then rofe up^— It 
would be to no purpofe, faid he, for ,u$ to ex-* 
amine further now ; when I am properly 
soitborifed, I will have this, place opened : I 
truft that time is not far off. — I believe it, faid 
Ofwald ; you are dcfigned by Heaven to be 
its inftrument in bringing this deed of dark- 
nefs to light. We are your creatures ; only 
tell us what you would have us do, and we 
are ready to obey your commands. — I only 
demand your filence, faid Edmund, till I call 
for your evidence j and then, you muft fpeak 
all you know, and all you fufpeft. — Oh, faid 
Jofeph, that I may but live to fee that day, 
and I (hall have lived long enough ! — Come, 
faid Edmund let us return up ftairs, and we 
lyill confult further how I ihall proceed ; fo 

faying. 
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f^yingy he went out of the clofet, and they 
followed bim< He locked the door, and took 
the key out : — I will keep this, faid he, till I 
have power to ufe it to purpofe, left any one 
ihould prefume to pry into the fecret of this 
clofet : I will always carry it about me, to 
remind me of what I have undertaken. 

Upon this they returned up ftairs into the 
bed-chamber ; all was ftill, and they heard 
nothing more to difturb them. How, faid 
Edmund, is it poflible that I ihould be the fon 
of Lord Lovel ? for, however circumftances 
have feemed to encourage fuch a notion, what 
reafon have I to believe it? — I am ftrangely 
puzzled about it faid Ofwald. It feems un- 
likely that fo good a man as Lord Lovel 
ihould corrupt the wife of a peafant, his vaflal : 
and, efpecially, being fo lately married to a 
Lady with whom he was paflionately in love, 
■—Hold there! faid Jofeph; my Lord was 
incapable of fuch an adtion : If Mafter Ed- 
mund is the fon of my Lord, he is alfo the 
ftm of my Lady. — How can that be i faid 
Edmund. — I don't know howi' faid Jofeph ; 
but there is a pet^n who can.tell if (he will: 
I mean Margery Twyford, who calls herfelf 
your mother.— You meet my thoughts, faid 

E 2 Edmund; 
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Edmund \ I had lefolved, before you fpoke^ 
to vifither, and to interrogate her on the 
iubjefl: I will aik my Lord's permiflion to 
go this very day, — That is right, faid Of- 
wald ; but be cautious and prudent in your 
inquiries — If you, faid Edmund, would bear 
me company, I fhould do better: ihe might 
think herfelf obliged to anfwer your ques- 
tions : and, being left interefted in the events 
you would be more diicreet in your interro* 
gat ions. — That I will moft readily, faid he 4 
and I will afk my Lord's permiflion fot us 
both. — This point is well determined, faid 
Jofeph ; I am impatient for the refult ; and 
I believe my feet will carry me to meet yo*i 
whether I content cht not. — I am as hnpati* 
ent as you faid Ofwald; but let us befilent 
as the grave, and let not a word or look indi- 
cate any thing unknown or myfterious* 

The day4ight began to dawn upon their 
conference ; and Edmund, obferving it, beg- 
ged his friends to withdraw in filence. They 
did fo, and left Edmund to his own recollec* 
tions. His thoughts were too much employ- 
ed for fleep to aj^roach him ; he threw him- 
ielf upon the bed, and lay meditating how he 
fhould proceed ; a thoufand fchemes oflFered 

tiiemfelves. 
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themfelves, and were rejeded; but he re- 
folvedy at all events, to leave Baron Fitz- 
Owcn's family the firft opportunity that pre- 
fented itfelf. 

He was fummoned, as before, to attend 
my Lord at breakfaft ; during which, he was 
filent, abfeixt, and referved. My Lord ob^ 
ferved it, and rallied him: inquiring how he 
h^ fpent the night ? — In refle&ing Upon my 
fituation, my Lord ; and in laying plans for 
my future condud» Ofwald took the hint, 
and a(ked permiflton to vifit Edmund's mother 
in his company, and acquaint her with his 
intentions of leaving the country foon. He 
confented freely: but feemed unrefolved 
about Edmund's departure. 

They fet out direAly, and Edmund went 
haftily to old Twyford's cottage, declaring 
that everyfield feemed amOe to him. Reftrain 
your warmth, my fon, faid Ofwald ; compofe 
your mind, and recover your breath, before 
youenterupona bufinefs of fuchconfequence. 
Margery met them at the door, and afked 
Edmund what wind blew him thither ? — Is it 
fo very furprifing, faid he, that I (hould viftt 
my parents ?— Yes, it is, faidfhe, confidering 
the treatment you have met with from us ; 

E 3 but 
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but flnce Andrew is not ia the houfe, I may 
fay I am glad to fee you : Lord blefs you, 
what a fine youth you be grown ! 'Tis a long 
time fince I faw you ; but that is not my 
fault: many a crofs word> and many a 
blow, have I had on your account: but I may 
now venture to embrace my dear child.— 
Edmund came forward and embmced her fer- 
vently; the ftarting tears, on both fides, 
evinced their afFedion. And why, faid he 
fhould my father forbid you to embrace youf 
child? what have I ever done tadeferve his 
hatred? — Nothing, my dear boy! you were 
always good and tender-hearted, and defervect 
the love of every body. — It is not common^ 
faid Edmund, for a parent to hate his firft- 
born fon without his having deferved it. — 
This is true, faid Ofwald ; it is uncommon^ 
it is unnatural ; nay, I am of opinion it is al- 
moft impoffible. I am fo convinced of this 
truth, that I believe the man who thus hates 
and abufes Edmund, cannot be his father. In 
faying this, he obferved her countenance at- 
tentively; ihe changed colour apparently. 
— Come, faid he, let us fit down ; and do 
you, Margery, anfwerto what I have faid. — 
Blefled Virgin! faid Margery, what does 

your 
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youi- Reverence mean ? whait do you fufpeft ? 
—I fufped, faid he, that Edmund is ntot the 
fon of Andrew your hufband. — Lord blefs 
me ! faid (he, what is it you do fufpedl ? — 
Do not evade my queftion, woman ! I am 
come here by authority to examine yoii upon 
this point. The woman trembled every 
joint: — Would to heaven! faid (he, that 
Andrew was at home ! — It is much better as 
it is, faid Ofwald : you are the perfon we 
are to examine, — Oh, father, faid flie, do you 
think that I — ^that I — that I am to blame in 
this matter ? what have I done ? — Do you. 
Sir, faid he, aflc your own queftions ? Upon 
this, Edmund threw himfelf at her feet, and 
embraced her knees. — Oh my mother! faid 
he, for as fuch my heart owns you, tell me 
for the love of Heaven ! tell me, who was my 
father? — Gracious Heaven! faid flie, what 
will become of me!— -Woman! faid Of- 
wald, confefs the truth, or you (hall be com- 
pelled to do it: by whom you had this 
youth? — ^Who, I? faid (he; I had him! 
No, father, I am not guilty of the black crime 
of adultery ; God he knows my innocence: 
I am not worthy to be the mother of fuch a 
fweet youth as that is.r— Ydu ate not his 

E 4 mother. 
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mother, then, nor Andrew hi9 father ? — ^Oh, 
what fliall I do? faid Margery ; Andrew will 
be the death of me! — No, he fliall not, faid 
Edmund; you fliall be proteded iand reward* 
ed for the difcovery. — Goody, faid Ofwald, 
confefs the whole truth, and I will proteft 
you from harm and from blame : you may be 
the means of making Edmund's formne, in 
which cafe he will certainly provide for you: 
on the other hand, by an obftinate filence yoii 
inrill deprive yourfelf of all advantages you 
inight receive from the difcovery ; and, be* 
iide, you will foon be examined in a difierent 
manner, and be obliged to confefs aU you 
know, and nobody will thank you for it.--^ 
Ah ! faid flie, but Andrew beat me the laft 
time I fpoke to Edmund ; and told me he 
would break every bone in my fldn, if ever I 
fpoke to him again. — ^He knows it then i (aid 
Ofwald-^He know it ! Lord help you, it was 
all his own doing.-^Tell us then, (aid Of* 
wald ; for Andrew fliall never know it, till it 
is out of his p owcr to punifli you. — 'Tis a 
long ftory, faid flie, and cannot be told in a 
few, words. — It will never be told at this rate, 
faid he ; fit down and begin it inftantly. — 
My fate depelids upon your words, faid Ed- 
mund; 
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mtind ; my foul is impatient of the fufpenfe ! 
If ever you loved me and cheriflied me, (hew 
it now, and tell while I have breath to aflc it. 

He fat in extreme agitaticm of mind ; his 
words and adions were equally expreffive of 
his inward emotions. — I will, faid fhe; but I 
muft try to recolIe£t all the circumftances. 
You muft know, young man, that you are 
juft one-and-twenty years of age* — On what 
day was he bom, faid Ofwald ? — ^The day 
before yefterday, faid (he, the 21ft of Septem* 
ber. — A remarkable aera, faid he. — Tis fo, 
indeed, faid Edmund : Oh, that night ! that 
apartment ! — Be fifent, faid Ofwald ; and do 
you, Margery, begin your ftory. 

I will, faid fhe. Juft one-and-twenty years 
ago, on that very day, I loft my firft-bom 
fon : I got a hurt by over-reaching myfelf^ 
when I was near my time, and fo the poor 
child died. And fq, as I was fitting all alone, 
and very melancholy, Andrew came home 
fr<»n work : (ee, Margery, faid he, I have 
brought you a child inftead of that you have 
loft. So he gave me a bundle, as I thought ; 
but fore enough it was a child ; a poor help- 
Icfs babe juft born, and only rolled up in at 
fine handkerchief, and over that a rich velvet 

E 5 cloak. 
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cloak trimmed with gold lace. And where 
did you find this? faid I.-^Upon the foot- 
bridge, faid he, juft below the clay field; 
This child, faid he, belongs to fome great . 
folk, and perhaps it may be inquired after 
one day, and may make our fortunes ; take 
care of it, faid he, and bring it up as if 
it was your own. The poor infant was cold, 
and it cried, and looked up at me fo pitifully, 
that I loved it; befide, my milk was trouble- 
fome to me, and I was glad to be eafed of it; 
fo I gave it the bread, and from that hour I 
loved the child as if it were my own, and fo I 
do ftill if I dared to own it. — And this is all 
you know of Edmund's birth ? faid Ofwald. 
— No, not all, faid Margery ; but pray look 
out and fee whethfer Andrew is coming, for I 
am all over in a twitter.— — He is not, faid 
Ofwald ; go on, I befeech you! — ^This hap- 
pened, faid ihe, as! told you, on the 21 ft. 
On the morrow my Andrew went out early 
to work, along with one Robin Roufe, our 
neighbour ; they had not been gone above an 
hour when they both came back feemingly 
very much frightened: fays Andrew, Go 
you, Robin, and borrow a pick-axe at neigh- 
bour Styles's. What is the matter now ? faid 

I— 
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I — Matter enough t quoth Andrew ; we may 
come to be hanged, perhaps, as' many an in* 
nocent man has before us- Tell me what is 
the matter ? faid I. I will, faid he ; b6t if 
ever you open your mouth about it, woe be 
to you! I never will, faid I: but he made 
me fwear by all the blefled Saints in the 
Calender; and thbn he told me, that, as 
Robin arid he were going over the foot-bridge, 
where he found the child the evening before, 
they faw fomething floating upon the water ; 
fo they followed it, till it (luck againft aftake, 
and found it to be the dead body of a woman ; 
a« &re as you are alive, Madge, faid he, this 
was the mother of the child I brought home* 
— Merciful God! faid Edmund; am I the 
child of that haplefs niother ; — Be compofed, 
faid OfWald: proceed, good woman, the time 
is precious. — And fo, continued fhe, Andrew 
told me they dragged the body out of th^ 
river, and it was richly drefled, and muft be 
fomebody of confequence. I fuppofe, faid 
be, when the poor Lady had taken care of 
her child, fhe went to find fome help ; and, 
the night being dark, her foot flipped, and 
ilie fell into the river, and was drowned. 

E 6 Lord 
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Lord have mercy ! faid Robin, what fhall 
we do with the dead body ? we may be taken 
up for the murder ; what had we to do to 
meddle with it ? Aye, but fays Andrew, we 
muft have fomething to do with it now ; and 
our wifeft way is to bury it. Robin was 
fadly frightened, but at lad they agreed to 
carry it into the wood, and bury it there ; lb 
they came home for a piclL-axe and (hovel. 
Well, faid I, Andrew, but will you bury all . 
the rich clothes you fpeak of ? Why, faid he, 
it would be both a fm and a (hame to drip the 
dead. So it would, faid I ; but I will give 
you a flieet to wrap the body in, and you may 
take off her upper garments, and any thing of 
value ; but not drip her to the (kin for 
any thing. Weil faid, wench ! faid he ; I 
will do as you fay. So I fetched a fheet, and 
by that time Robin was come back, and away 
they went together. 

They did not come back again till noon, 
and then they fat down and ate a morfel to- 
gether. Says Andrew, Now we may fit down 
and eat in peace. Aye, fays Robin, and fleep 
in peace too, for we have done no harm. No, 
to be fure, faid I ? but yet I am much con- 
cerned that the poor Lady had not Chridiau 

burial. 
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burial* Neyer trouble thyfelf about that 
fiiid Andrew ; we have done the beft we could 
for her : but let us fee what we have got in 
our bags ^ we muft divide them. So thej 
opened their bags, and took out a fine gown 
and a pair of rich flioes ; but, befide thefe, 
there was a fine necklace with a golden 
locket and a pair of ear-rings. Says Andrew, 
and winked at me, I will have thefe, and you 
may take the reft. Robin faid, he was fatis- 
fied, and fo he went his way. When he was 
gone. Here, yoii fool, fays Andrew, take 
thefe, and keep them as fafe as the bud of 
your eye: If ever young Mafter is found, 
thefe will make our fortune. — And have you 
them now ? faid Ofwald. — Yes that I have, 
anfwered ihe ; Andrew 'would have fold them 
long ago, but I always put him off it.—- 
Heaven be praifed! faid Edmund.-^Hu(h, 
faid Ofwald, let us not lofe time ; proceed. 
Goody : — ^Nay, faid Margery, I have not 
much more to fay. We looked every day to 
hear fome inquiries after the child, but no- 
thing palled, nobody was miiling. — Did no- 
body of note die about that time ? faid Of- 
wald. — ^Why yes, faid Margery, the widow 
Lady Lovel died that fame week 2 by the 

fame 
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£sune token, Andrew went to.the funeral, and 
brought home a Tcutcheon, which I keep>imto 
this day. — Very well ; go on. — My hufbap4 
behaved well enough to the boy, till fuch'time 
as he had two or three children of his own, 
and then he began to grumble, arid fay, it 
was hard to maintain other folks' children, 
when he found it hard enough to keep his 
own : I loved the boy quite as well as my 
own : often and often have I pacified An- 
drew, and made him to hope that he fhould 
one day or other be paid for his trouble ; but 
at laft he grew out of patience, and gave over 
all hopes of that kind. 

As Edmund grew up,, he grew fickly and 
tender, and could not bear hard labour ; and 
that was another reafon why my hufband 
could not bear with him. If, quoth he, the 
boy could earn his living, I did not care ; but 
I muft bear all the expence. There came an 
old pilgrim into our parts ; he was a fcholar,. 
and had been a foldier, and he taught Ed- 
mund to read ; then he told him hiftories of 
wars, and Knights, and Lords, and great 
men ; and Edmund took fuch delight in 
hearing him, that iie would not take to any 
thing elfe. 

To 
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To be fure Edwin was a pleafaiit compa- 
nion; he would tell oldftories, and fing.old 
ibags, that ohe could have fat all night to 
hear him ; but> as I was faying^ Edmund 
grew more and more fond of readings and lefs 
of work ; however, he would run of errands, 
and do many handy turns for the neigh- 
bours ; and he was fo courteous a lad, that 
people took notice of him. Andrew once 
catched him alone reading, and theil told hint 
that if he did not find fome way to earn his 
bread, he would turn him out of doors in a 
very fliort time ; and fo he would have done, 
fure enough, if my Lord Fitz-Owen had not 
taken him into his fervice juft in the nick. 

Very well", Goody, faidOfwald; you have 
told your.ftory very well ; I am glad, for Ed- 
mund's lake that you can do it fo properly ; 
JBut now, can you keep a fecret ? — Why, an't 
pleafe your Reverence, I think I have {hewed 
you that I can* — But can you keep it from 
your hufband ? — Aye, faid fhe, furely I can ; 
for I dare not tell it him.— That is a good 
fecurity, faid he : but I muft have a better : 
You muft fwear upon this book not to dif- 
clofe any thing that has 'pafled between 113 
three, till wc defire you to do it. Be aflured 

you 
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you wlU foon be called upon for this pur- 
pofe ; Edmund's birth is near to the difcovery ; 
He is the fon of parents of high degree ; and 
it will be in his power to make your fortune^ 
when he takes poifeifion of his own. 

Holy Virgin ! what is it you tell me? How 
you rejoice me to hear, that what I have fo 
long prayed for will come to pafs; She took 
the oath required, faying after Ofwald. — 
Now, faid he, go and fetch the tdkens you 
have mentioned. 

When fhe was gone, Edmund's paflions, 
long fupprefled, broke out in tears and excla- 
mations; he kneeled down, and, with his 
hands clafped together, returned thanks to 
Heaven for the difcovery. Ofwald begged 
him to be compofed, left Margery ihould per- 
ceive his agitaticm, and mifconftrue the caufe. 
She foon returned with the necklace and ear- 
rings: They were pearls of great value; 
and the necklace had a locket, on which the 
cypher of Lovel was engraved.— This, faid 
Ofwald, is indeed a proof of confequence: 
Keep it. Sir, for it belongs to you. — Muft he 
take it away ? faid flie. — Certainly, returned 
Ofwald ; we can do nothing without it : but 
if Andrew (hould alk for it, you muft put him 

off 
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off for the prefent, and hereafter he will find 
his account in it. Margery confented re- 
luAantly to part with the jewels ; and, after 
fome further converfation, they took leave of 
her. Edmund embraced her aSedionately. 
^f-I thank you with my whole heart, laid he, 
for all your goodnefs to me ! Thou^ I coo-* 
fefs, I never felt much regard for your huf-* 
band, yet for you I had always the tender 
afie&ion of a fbn. You will, I truft, give 
your evidence in my behalf when called 
upon : and I hope it will one day be in my 
power to reward your kindnefs : In that cafe, 
I will own you as my fofter-mother, and you 
fhall always be treated as fuch. Margery 
wept. — The Lord grant it! faid (he ; and I 
pray him to have you in his holy keeping. 
Farewell, my dear child! — Ofwald defired 
them to feparate for fear of intrufion ; and 
they returned to the CafUe. Margery ftood 
at the door of her cottage, looking every way 
to fee if the coaft was clear. 

Now, Sir, faid Ofwald, I congratulate you 
as the fon of Lord and Lady Lovel ; the proofs 
are ftrong and indifputable. — ^To us they are 
fo, faid Edmund ; but how Ihall we make 
them fo to others } and what are we to 

think 
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(hmk of the funeral of Lady Lovel ? As of 
a fi&ion faid Ofwald ; the work of the pre- 
fent Lord, to fecuxe his title arid fortune.— 
And what means can we ufe to difpolfefi 
him ? faid Edmund : he is not a man for a 
poor youth like me to contend with. — Doubt 
not, faid Ofwald, but Heaven, who has evi- 
dently conducted you by the hand thus far 
will complete its own work ; for my part, I 
can only wonder and adore ! — Give me your 
advice then faid Edmund : for Heaven aflifts 
us by natural means. 

It feems to me, faid Ofwald, that your firft 
ftep muft be to make a friend of fome great 
man, of confequence enough to efpoufe your 
caufe, and to get this affair examined into by 
authority. Edmund ftarted and crofled him- 
felf; he fuddenly exclaimed — A. friend! Yes^ 
I have a friend ! a powerful one too, one fent 
by Heaven to be my proteSor, but whom I 
have too* long negledled. — Who can that be I 
faid Ofwald — Who fhould it be,. faid Edmund 
but that good Sir Philip Harclay, the chofen 
friend of him, whom I fhall from hencefor- 
ward call my father. — 'Tis true, indeed, faid 
Ofwald ; and this is a frefh proof of what I 
before observed, that Heaven aflifts you, and 

wiU 
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will complete its own work. — I think fo my- 

ielf, fald Edoi'undy and rely upon its direction* 

I have already determined on my future.con^ 

dud, which I wtU communicate to you. My 

firft ftep fhall be to leave the Cattle. My 

Lord has this day given me a horfe, upon 

which I propofe to fet out this very night, 

without the knowledge of any of the family. 

I will go to. Sir I^ilip Habrclay ; I will throw 

myfelf at has feet, relate my ftrange ftory, and 

implore his prote&ion: With him I will 

confult on the moft proper way of bringing 

this murde^rer to public juftice ; and I will be 

guided by hi$ advice and diredtion in every 

thing. — Nothing can be better, faid Ofwaldj 

than what you- propofe : but give me leave to 

offer an addition to your fchdme. You (hall 

fet off in the dead of night, as you intend ; 

Jofeph, and I, will favour your departure in 

fuch a maner as to throw a myfltery over the 

circumftances of it : Your difappearing at 

fuch a time from the haunted apartment, will 

terrify and confound all the family; they 

will puzzle themfelves in vajn to accJount for 

it, and they will be afraid tp pry into the fe- 

crets of that place. 

Yoij 
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You fay wdl ; and I approve yoiir addition. 
Implied Edznund. Suppofe, likewife, there 
was a letter written in a myfterious manner, 
and dropt in my Lord's way, or (ent to him 
afterwards ; it would forward our defign, and 
frighten them away from that apartment.— 
That fhall be my care, faid Ofwald ? and I 
will warrant you that they will not find 
themfelves difpofed to inhabit it prefently.— *- 
But how ihall I leave my dear friend Mr. 
William, without a word of notice of this 
leparation ? — I have thought of thit too, faid 
Ofwald; and I will fo manage, as to acquaint 
him with it in fuch a manner as he fhall 
think out of the common courfe of things, 
and which fhall make him wonder and be 
(ilent. — How will you,do that, faid Edmund? 
—I will tell you hereafter, faid Ofwald ; for 
here comes old Joleph to meet us. 

He came, indeed, as faft as his age would 
permit him. As foon as he was within hear- 
ing, he aiked them what news? They re- 
lated all that had paiTed at Twyford's cottage ; 
he heard them with the greatefl eagernefs of 
attention, and as foon as they came to* the 
great event — I knew it! I knew it! exclaim- 
4Bd Jofepb! I was fure it would prove fo! 

Thank 
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Thank God for it ! But I will be the firft 
to acknowledge my young Lord, and I will 
live and die his faithful fervant I Here Jofq>Ii 
attempted to kneel to him, but Edmund pre* 
vented him with a warm embrace: My 
friend! my dear friend ! faid he, I cannot 
lujSer a man of your age to kneel tome? are 
you not one of my beft and trued friends ? I 
will ever remember your diiinterefted affe^on 
for me; and if Heaven reftores me to my 
lightly it fhall be one of my firil cares to ren* 
der your old age eafy and happy. Jofeph wept 
over him> and it was fome time before he 
could utter a word* 

Ofwald gave them both time to recover 
llieir emotion, by acquainting Jofeph with 
Edmund's fcheme for his departure. Jofeph 
wiped his eyes and fpoke. — I have thougjbt, 
faid he, of fomething that will be both agree* 
able and ufeful to my dear mailer. John 
Wyatt^ Sir Philip Harclay*s fervant, is now 
upon a vifit at his father's; I have heard that 
he goes home foon ; now he would be both 
a gtude, and companion on the way. — That 
is, indeed, a happy circumftance, £ud Ed- 
mund; but how (hall we know certainly 
the time of his departure f^-Why, Sir, I will 
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goto him, and enquire: and bring you 
dire^y. — Do fo, faid Edmund, and you wi 
oblige me greatly. — But, Sir, faid Ofwald, I 
think it will be beft not to let John Wyatt 
know who is to be his companion ; only let 
Jofeph tell him that a gentlemen is going to 
viitt his mafter: And, if poflible, prevail upon 
him to fet out this night. — Do fo, my good 
friend, faid Edmund ; and tell him, further, 
Aat this perfon has bufinefs of great confe- 
quence to communicate to his Mailer, and 
cannot delay his journey on any account. — I 
will do this, you may<lepend, (aid Jofeph, 
and acquaint you with my fuccefs as foon as 
poflible ; but. Sir, you muft not go without 
a guide, at any ratei — I truft I fhall not, faid 
Edmund, though I go alone ; he that has re- 
ceived fuch a call as I have, can want no other, 
nor fear any danger. 

They convCTfed on thefe points till they 
drew near the Caftle, when Jofeph left them 
to go on bis erraikl, and Edmund attended 
his Lord at dinner. The Baron obferved 
that he was filent and referved ; the convcr- 
fation languifhed on both fides* As foon » 
dinner was ended, Edmund aiked permiflion 
to go up into his own apartment ; where he 

packed 
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jMicked up fome necdTaries^ and made a hafty 
preparation for his departure. 
- Afterwards he walked into the garden^ re* 
volving in his mind the peculiarity of his 
fituation, and the uncertainty of his future 
profpefts ; loft in thought, he walked to and 
fro in a covered walk, with Us arms croiled 
and his eyes caft dcnvn, without perceiving 
that he w^s ob'ferved by two females who ftood 
at a diflaiice w^ching his motions: It was 
the Lady Enoma, and her attendant, who were 
thus engaged. At length, he lifted up his 
eyes and faw them ; " he ftood ftill, and was 
irrefolute whether to advance or retire: They 
approached him ; and, as they drew near, £iir 
Emma fpoke. — ^You have been fo wrapt in 
meditation, Edmund, that I am apprehenfive 
of fomie new vexation that I am yet a ftranger 
to: Would it were in my power to leflen 
Ihofe you have already! But tdl me if I 
gtiefs truly?. He ftood ftill irrefolute, he 
^nfwered with befltation* — Oh, Lady — I am 
— I am grieved, I am concerned, to be the 
caufe of fo much confufion in this noble fa- 
. mily, to which I am fo much indebted^ I fee 
no way to leflen thefe evils but to remove the 
(;aufe of them, — Meaning yourfelf ? faid flie. 

— Certainly, 
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—•Certainly, Madam ; and t was meditating 
on my departure. But, faid {he, by your de-» 
parture you will hot remove the caufe. — ^How 
(o. Madam ?— -Becaufe you are not the caufe^ 
but thofe you will leave behind you. — Lady 
Emma!— How can you aiFed this ignorance^ 
Edmund ? You know well enough it is that 
odious Wenlock, your enemy and my aver* 
fiouy that has caufed all this mifchief among 
uSf and will much more, if he is not re-* 
moved. — ^This, Madam, is a fubje£t that it 
becomes me to be Alentupon: Mr. Wen-* 
lock is your kinfman ; he is not my friend ; 
and for that reafon I ought not to fpeak a* 
gainft him, nor you to hear it from me : If he 
has ufedme ill, I am recompenfed by the ge-* 
nerous treatment of my Lord your father^ 
who is all that is great and good ; he has al-> 
lowed me to juftify myfelf to him, and he has 
reflored me to his good opinion, which I prize 
among the bed gifts of Heaven : Your ami* 
able brother William thinks well of me, and 
his efteem is infinitely dear to me ; and you, 
excellent Lady, permit me to hope that you 
honour me with your good opinion: Are 
not thefe ample amends for the ill*will Mr. 
Wenlock bears mei— My opinion of you, 

Edmund^ 
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EHmundy faid ihe, is fixed and fettled : it is 
not founded upon events of yefterday, but 
upon long knowledge and experience ; upon 
your whole conduct and character. — You 
honour me Lady! Continue to think well of 
me, it will excite me to deferve it. When I 
am far diftant from this place, the remem- 
brance of your goodnefs will be a cordial to 
my heart. — But why will you leave? us, Ed- 
mund ? Stay and defeat the defigns of your 
enemy ; you fliall have my wiflies and afiift- 
ance. — Pardon me. Madam, that is among 
the things I cannot do, even if it were in my 
power, which it is not. Mr. Wenlock loves 
you, Lady, and if he is fo unhappy as to be 
your averfion, that is a punifhment fevere 
enough. For the reft, I may be unfortunate 
by the wickednefs of others, but if I am un- 
worthy, it muft be by niy own fault. — So 
then you think it is an unworthy aftion to 
oppofe Mr. Wenlock? Very well. Sir: 
Then I fuppofe you wiih him fuccefs ; you 
wifli that I may be married to him? — I, 
Madam ! faid Edmund, confufed ; what am 
I, that I fhould give m^ opinion on an affair 
of fo much confequence^ You diftrefs me 
by the queftion. May you be happy ; may 

F you 
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you c*ijoy your own vriflics! He fi^ied, ht 
turned away. She called him back ; he trem* 
•bled, and kept filence* 

She feemed to eajoy his conftifion ; (he 
was crudl enough to repeat the queftion.— • 
Tell me, EdbiufKl, and truly> do you wiih to 
fee me give my hand to Wenlock } I infift 
upon your aoiwer. All on a fiidden he rs« 
covered both his voice and courage ; he ftep* 
ped forward^ his perfon eied^ his counte'^ 
nance aSured, his voice refolute and intre^ 
pid. — Since Lady Emma infiilft upon my 
anfwer, fmce flie avows a difiike to Wen«> 
lock, fmce (he coadefcends to aik my opinion^ 
I will tell her my thoughts^ iny wiffaes. The 
^ir Enmu now trembled tn her turn ; flic 
blu&edy looked down, and was afliamed to 
have fpokeaa fo freely. Edmund went on $ 
— My moft ardent wiflics aire, that the fair 
Emma may referve her heart and hand till a 
certain perfon, a friend of mine, is at liberty 
to folicit them ; whofe utmoft ambition is, 
firft to deserve, and then obtain diem.— 
Your friend. Sir! faid Lady Emma! her 
brow clouded, her eye difdainful. Edmund 
proceeded : — My friend is fo particulajly cir* 
cumflanced that he cannot at prefent, with 

propriety. 
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propriety a(k for Lady Emma's favour ; but 
ts foon as he has gained a caufe that is yet in 
fufpence, he will openly declare his preten- 
fions, and if he is unfuccefsiul, he will then 
condemn himfelf to eternal filence. Lady 
Emma knew not what to think of this decla- 
ration ; ihe hoped, fhe feared, fhe meditated i 
but her attention was too (Irongly excited to 
be (atisfied without fome gratification : after 
a paufe, fhe purfued the fubjed. — And this 
friend of yours^ Sir, of what degree and for<« 
tune is he ? Edmund fmiled ; but, com- 
manding his emotion, he replied, his birth is 
noble, his degree and fortune uncertain. Hex 
countenance fell, ihe (ighed ; he pnx:eeded* 
It is utterly impofiible, faid he, fbr any 
man of inferior degree to afpire to Lady Etn-- 
ma's favour ; her noble birth, the dignity of 
her beauty and virtues, muft awe and keep at 
their proper diftance all men of inferior de-» 
gree and merit ; they may admire, they may 
revere ; but they muft not prefume to ap- 
proach too near, left their prefumption (hould 
meet with its puniftiment — Well, Sir, faid 
Ihe, fuddenly ; and fo this friend of yours has 
commiftioned you to fpeak in his behalf?—* 
He has. Madam. — ^Then I muft tell you, that 

Fz I think 
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I think his aflurance is very great, and your» 
not muchlefs. — I am forry for that. Madam, 
—-Tell him, that I fliall referve my heart and 
hand for the man to whom my father fhali bid 
me give them. — Very well. Lady ; I am cer- 
tain my Lord loves you too well to difpofe 
of them againft your inclination. — ^How do 
you know that, Sir P But tell him, that the 
man that hopes for my favour muft apply to 
my Lord for his. — ^That is my friend's in- 
tention, his refolution, I ihould fay, as foon as 
he can do it with propriety ; and I accept 
your permiflion for him to do fo. — My per- 
miffion did you fay ! I am aftonifhed at your 
aiTurance ! tell me no more of your friend : 
But perhaps you are pleading for Wenlock, 
all this time: It is all one to me ; only, fay 
no more. — Are you offended with me. Ma- 
dam ? — ^No matter. Sir. — Yes, it is. — I am 
furprized at you, Edmund ; — I amfurprizedat 
my own temerity ; but forgive me — It does 
not fignify^^ood bye t'ye. Sir. — Don't leave 
me in anger. Madam ; I cannot bear that : 
Perhaps I may not fee you again for a long 
time. He looked afHided ; ihe turned back 
— I do forgive you, Edmund : I was con- 
cerned for you ; but, it feems, you are more 

concerned 
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concerned for every body than for yourfelf. 
She fighed: farewell! faid fhe. Edmund 
gazed on her with tendernefs ; he approached 
her, he juft touched her hand ; his heart was 
riflng to his lips, but he recoUeSed his fitua- 
tion; he checked himfeif immediately; he 
retired back, he (ighed deeply, bowed low, 
and haftily quitted her. 

The Lady turning into another walk, he 
reached the houfe iirft, and went up again to 
his chamber; he threw himfeif upon his 
knees ; prayed for a thoufand bleflings upon 
every one of the family of his benefa3or, and 
involuntarily wept at mentioning the name 
of the charming Emma, whom he was about 
to leave abruptly, and perhaps for ever. He 
then endeavoured to compofe himfeif, and 
once more attended the Baron ; wifhed him 
a good night ; and withdrew to his chamber, 
till he was called upon to go again to the 
haunted apartment. 

He came down equipped for his journey, 
and went haftily for fear of obfervation ; he 
paid his cuftomary devotions, and foon after 
Ofwald tapped at the door. They conferred 
together upon the interefting fubjed that en- 
grolfed their attention, until Jofeph came to 

F 3 them ; 
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them ; who brought the xeft of Edmund's 
baggage, and fome refceflunexit for him be* 
fore he fet out. Edmund promUed to give 
them the earlieft infotmatiQn /of his fituatio^ 
and fuccefs« At tthe hour of twelve they 
heard the fame groans as the ni^t before ia 
the lower apartment ; but, being fomesM^hat 
familiarized to it, th^ were not fo foon^y 
aiFe£ted: Ofwald .crofled himielft and prayed 
for the departed fold; he alfo ps^yed fpr £d* 
mund) and recommend^ faim to die 'diving 
proteftion: he then aro&» and emhracej 
that young man ; who, alfo, took ^ tender* 
leave of his friend Jofeph^ They then went, 
with iilence and caution^ tiwou^ a long 
gallery ; ihey defcended the ftairs in tt^ famf 
manner; they crofled the hall in profouia4 
filence, and hardly dadrod to breath, loft they 
ihould be overheard s they found fome di&t 
culty in openi«)g one of tihe fbldiicig doors^ 
which at laft they accompliihed ; ttey wer<c 
again in jeopardy at ithe outward gate ; at 
length they conveyed him fafcly into the 
ftables : there they again embraced him, and 
prayed for his profperity. 

He then mounted his horfe, and fet for-p 
Vrardto Wyatt's cottaj^ ; he hallooed at the 

door^ 


ioOTf and was aniwered from within : In & 
few minutes John came out to him. — ^What^. 
h it youy Mafter Edmund ?--*-Hu{h ! faid he ; 
not a word of whom I am : I go upon private 
hufinefs, and would not wiih to be known*. 
—If you will go £cirward) Sir, I will £oaia 
avertalce you : He did So ; and they purfued 
their joimiey to the north. In the mean 
time, Qfwald and Jofeph letiimed in filence 
inCo^houie; they retired to their refpeiEtive 
apartments without hearaig •or being heard by 
asy one. 

About die dawn of day Ofwald intended 
to lay his parfaets in the way of thofe to 
whom they were addrefifed; after much con^ 
trivance he determined to take a bold flep, 
and, if he were difcovered, to frame fome ex-» 
cufe. Encouraged l>y iiis late fiicceis, bs 
went on tip-toe into Mafler William's cham^* 
ber, placed a letter upon his pillow, and 
withdrew unheard. Exulting in his lieart, 
he attempted the Baron's apartment, but 
found it faftened within; finding diifi HdstrnQ 
feuftrated, he waited till the hour the Baroi*^^ 
was expeded dbwn to breakfaft, and laid the 
letter and the key of the haunted apartment 
UfKin the table. 

F4 Soon 
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Soon after, he faw the Baron enter the 
breakfaft-room ; he got out of flght, but (laid 
within call, preparing himielf for a fununons. 
The Baron fat down to breakfaft ; he faw a 
letter direfted to himfelf, he opened it, and, 
to his great furprize, read as follows: 

*' The guardian of the haunted apartment 
•* to Baron Fitz-Owen. To thee I remit 
** the key of my charge, until the right owner 
•* (hall come, who will both difcover-and 
•* avenge my wrongs ;, then, woe be to the 
*^ guilty! But let the innocent reft in peace* 
'Mn the mean time, let none prefume.to ex- 
^* plore the fecrets of my apartment, left they 
** fuifer for their temerity." 

The Baron was ftruck with amazement at 
the letter : he took up the key, examined it,^ 
then laid it down, and took up. the letter ; he 
was in fuch confufion of thought, he knew 
not what to do or fay for feveral minutes : at 
length he called his fervants about him ; the 
firft queftion he afked was, ^Where is Ed- 
mund ? — ^They could not tell. — ^Has he been 
called ? — ^Yes, my Lord, but nobody anfwer* 
cd, and the key was not in the door — Where 
is Jofeph ? — Gone into the ftables— Where 
is father Ofwald ? — In his ftudy. — Seek him, 

and 
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and defire him to come hither. By the time 
the Baron had read the letter over again, he 
came. 

He had been framing a fteady countenance 
to anfwer to all interrogatories ; as he came 
in he attentively obferved the Baron, M^hofe 
features were in ftrong agitation ; as foon as 
he faw Ofwald, he fpoke as one out of breath. 
— ^Take that key, and read this letter ! — He 
didfo, fhrugged up his fhoulders, and remain- 
ed filent. — Father, faid my Lord, v\rhat think 
you of this letter ? — It is a very furprifing 
one. — The contents are alarming ; vsrhere is 
Edmund? — I do not know. — Has nobody 
feen him ? — ^Not that I know of.— «-Call my 
fons, my kinfmen, my fervants. — The fer- 
vants came in.— Have any of you feen or 
heard of Edmund ? — No, was the anfwer.— 
Father, ftep up ftairs to my fons and kinfmen, 
and defire them to come dovvn immediately. 

Ofwald withdrew; and went, firft, to 
Matter William's chamber. — My dear Sir you 
muft come to my Lord now dire<SHy: he has 
fomethihg extraordinary to communicate to 
you. — And fo have I, father ; fee what I have 
found upon my pillow ! — Pray, Sir, read it 
to me before you Ihew it to any body ; my 

F 5 Lord 
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Lord is alarmed too much already, and iriaty 
nothing to increafe his confternation. Wil« 
liam read this letter, while Ofwald looked a$ 
if he was an utter ftranger to the contents, 
which were thefe : — ; — 

<< Whatever may be heard or feen, let tht 
'^ feal of friendfhip be upon thy lips. Tht 
<< peafant Edmund is no more : but there 
** ftill lives 9 man who hopes to acknow« 
<* ledge, and rep^y, the Lord Fit2i-Owen*$ 
^< generous care and protection ; to retura 
<' his beloved William's vowed afiedion^ 
** and to claim his frieodihip on terms of 
** equality.'^ 

What, faid William, can this mean ? — II 
is not eafy to (ay, replied Ofwald. — ^Can yott 
tell what is the caufe. of this alarm ?^-I caa 
tell you nothing, but that my Lord defires to 
fee you diredly ; pray make hafte down ; I 
muft go up to your brothers and kinfnien ; 
Nobody knows what to think or bdieve. 

Mafter William went down (lairs, and fa- 
ther Ofwald went to the malecontents : as 
foon as he entered the outward door of Uiek 
apartment, Mr. Wenlock called out — ^Herc 
comes the friend ; now for (bme new pro* 
po(al ! — Gentlemex^ (aid OfwaU, my Lord 

de(ires 


d^ifes your cooipaaj kmiMdiatdy in die 
breakfaft paurknir ! — ^Wfaat! to meet yoar ]fa-r 
voucite EimuuA, I fupf)c& ? faid Mr. Wesi*- 
lock. — 'No, Sir. — ^What then, is ^ Blatter } 
iaid Sjr Rdiert. — Spmething very extraordi- 
nary has h^pened^ Gentlemen : Edmund is 
not to be ftwmd ; he diiai^eared from the 
haunted .apartment, the key of which wa« 
conv^ed to my Lord ki a ftrange mann^-, 
wiih a letter from an unknown hand : my 
Ix>nl 13 both furprifed and concerned, and 
wiiheB to rhave your opinion and «dviee on 
the occafion. — ^Tell him^ faid Sir Robert^ we. 
win wait upon him immediately. 

As Ofwald went away, he heard Wenlock. 
&y, — So Edmund is gone, it is no matter 
how, or whither. — ^Another faid, I hope the 
ghoft has taken him out of the way. The- 
left laughed at the conceit, as they followed' 
Ofwald tkywn ftairs. — ^They found the Baron s 
and bis fon William, commenting upon the 
key and iiie letter. My Lord gave them tp • 
£ir Robert, who looked on them with miarks 
t)f furprife and confufion. The Baron ad- v; 
jdrefled him :-— Is not this a very ftrange aiFair ? 
.Son Robert, lay afide your ill humours, and 
iiehave to your fiither with the refpe^t and < 
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afFeSion his tendernefs deferves from you, 
and give me your advice and opinion of this 
alarming fubjeft. — My Lord, faid Sir Robert, 
I am as much confounded as yourfelf : I can 
give no advice : let my coufins fee the let- 
ter ; let us have their opinion. They read it 
in turn; they were equally furprifed: but 
when it came into Wenlock's hand, hepaufed 

and meditated foi^ie minutes ; at length ' 

I am indeed furprifed, and ftill more con- 
cerned, to fee my Lord and Uncle the dupe 
of an artful contrivance; and, if he will 
permit me, I (hall endeavour to unriddle it, 
to the confufion of all that are concerned in 
it. — Do fo, Dick, faid my Lord, and you 
fhall have my thanks for it.— This letter, faid 
he, I imagine to be the contrivance of Ed- 
mund, pr fome ingenious, friend of his, to 
conceal fome defigns they have againd the 
peace of this family, which has been too often 
diilurbed upon that ^ rafcal's account. — ^But 
what end could be propofed by it ? faid the 
Baron. — Why, one part of the fcheme is to 
covet Edmund's departure, that is clear 
enough ; for the reft, we can only guefs at it : 
Perhaps he may be concealed fomewhere in 
that apartment, from whence he may rufh 

put 
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out in the night, and either rob or murder 
us ; or at leaft, alarm and terrify the family. 
The Baron fmiled! — You (hoot beyond the 
mark. Sir, and overihoot yourfelf, as you have 
done before now ! you (hew only your inve- 
teracy againft that poor lad, whom you can- 
not mention with temper: to what pur- 
pofe (hould he (hut himfelf up there, to be 
(^rved ? — Starved ? no no ! he has friends 
in this houfe (looking at Ofwald) who will 
not fu(Fer him to want any thing : thofe 
who have always magnified his virtues, and 
extenuated his faults, will lend a hand to help 
him in time of need ; and perhaps, to adift 
his ingenious contrivances. Ofwald (hrug- 
ged up his (houlders, and remained (ilent. 

This is a ftrange fancy of yours, Dick^ 

faid my Lord : but I am willing to purfue 
it ; firft, to difcover what you drive at ; and, 
fecondly, to fatisfy all that are here prefeht of 
the truth or falfehood of it, that they may 
know what value to fet upon your fagactty 
hereafter. Let us all go over that apartment 
together ; and let Jofeph be called to attend 
us thither. Ofwald offered to call him, but 
Wenlock (lopped him. — No, father, faid he, 
you muft ftay with us ; we want your ghoftly 

counfel 
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f:ouacil andadvice : Jc^ph (hall have no pri'» 
vaUie conference with you. — ^What mean you^. 
£iid Ofwaldy to infinoate to my Lord againft 
me, or Jofeph ? But your ill<-WiU fpares bo* 
body. It will one day be kiiown who \% the 
iUfturber of the peaoe of this fsuaaifly ; I wait 
for that time^ aiyi am filent. 

Jofeph came ; when he was told whitfa^ 
they were going, he looked haid at Ofwald* 
Wcnkxik ob&rved them; — Leadtheway^Cn* 
^hcoTf fiiid he; and Jofeph ihall ioUowiis* 
Oiwaid Jmiled : — ^We will go where heavca 
permits tts» faid he; alas! the wi£dotti of 
nian can nei&er Infteny nor retaxd, its de« 
crees. 

They followed the &t1i6r up ftairs, and 
went diredly to the haunted iqwrtment. The 
£aron unlocked the door; he bid Jofeph 
^fjen the ihutters, and admit the day-li^ttp 
whidi had been excluded fer many yeacs.-^ 
They went over the rbooos above ftairs^ and 
then defcended the ftaarcafe, and through the 
Jbwer rooms in the fame noanner. Mxrmsftx^ 
they overbfiiked the dodst, in wUch^e iatad 
jfecret was concealed ; the door was covseied 
.with tapeftry, the fame as the room, and 
vnited lb weH, tfiat it fieeoied but.ooe piece. 

Wcnlock: 
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Wenlock tautiti&gly defired father Ofwald, ta 
introduce them to the ghoft. The father, in 
reply, alked them where diey (hould find 
Edmund ? — Do you think, faid he, that he 
lies hid in my pocket, or in Jofeph's? — 'Tis 
no matter, anfwered he ; thoughts are free. 
—My opinion of you. Sir, faid Ofwald, ts 
not founded upon thoughts : I judge of men 
by their aflions ; a rule, I believe, it will not 
fuit you to be tried by. — None of your i»- 
folent admonitions, father! returned Wet^ 
lock : this is neither the time nor the placid 
for them.^-That is truer than you are awafc 
of. Sir ; I mean not to enter into the fubje£l: 
juft now. — Be filent, faid my Lord. I fliatt 
enter into this fubje£t with you hereafter^ 
then look you be prepared for it! In the 
mean time, do you, Dick Wenlock, anfwer 
lo my quefttons. Do you think Edmund is 
concealed in this apartment? — No, Sir.— ^ 
Do you think there is any myftery in it ?-*• 
No, my Lord. — Is it haunted, think youi 
~No, I think not. — Should you be afraid to 
try? — In what manner, my Lord? — Why, 
you have (hewn your wit upon the fubje^t, 
and I mean t)o ftew your courage.; you, an^ 

Jack Markbux your ^onii(bnt, ibA& ileep 
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here three nights, as Edmund has done be- 
fore. — Sir, faid Sir Robert, for what purpofe? 
I fliould be glad to underftand why. — I have 
my reafons. Sir, as well as your kinfmen 
there. — No reply. Sirs! I infift upon being 
obeyed in this point. Jofeph, let the beds be 
well aired, and every thing made agreeable to 
the Gentlemen : if there is any contrivance 
to impofe upon me, they, I am fure, will have 
pleafure in dete£ling it ; and, if not, I fhall 
obtain my end in making thefe rooms habi- 
table. Ofwald, come with me ; and the reft 
may go where they lift till dinner-time* 

The Baton went with Ofwald into the 
parlour. Now, tell me father, faid he, do 
you difapprove what I have done? — Quite 
the contrary, my Lord, faid he ; I entirely 
approve it. — But you do not know all my 
reafons for it. Yefl;erday Edmund's behavi- 
our was different from what I have ever feen 
it ; he is naturally frank and open in all his 
ways; but he was then filent, thoughtful, 
abfent ; he' fighed deeply, and once I faw 
tears ftand in his eyes : Now, I do fufpeft 
there is fomething uncommon in that apart- 
ment ; that Edmund has difcovered the fecret : 
and| fearing to difclofe it, he is fled away 

from 
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from the houfe. As to this letter, perhaps, 
he may have written it to hint that there is 
more than he dares reveal ; I tremble at the 
hints contained in it, though I (hall appear to 
make light of it : but I and mine are iimo* 
cent ; and if Heaven difclofes the guilt of 
others, I ought to adore and fubmit to its de- 
crees. — ^That is prudently and pioully re- 
folved, my Lord ; let us do our duty, and 
leave events to Heaven. — But, father, I have 
a further viev^r in obliging my kinfmen to 
fleep there: if any thing fhould appear to 
them, it is better that it (hould only be known 
to my own family ; if there is nothing in it, 
I fliall put to the proof the courage and ve- 
jacity of my two kinfmen, of whom I think 
very indijFerently. I mean fhortly to enquire 
into many things I have heard lately to their 
difadvantage ; and, if I find them guilty, 
they ftiall not efcape with impunity.— r-My 
Lord, faid Ofwald, you judge like yourfelf j 
I wifh you to make inquiry concerning them, 
and believe the refult will be to their con- 
fufion, and your Lordfliip will be enabled to 
re-eftabliih the peace of your family. 
• During this converfation, Ofwald was 
lipon his guard, left any thing ihould efcapo 

that 
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diat might create fufpicion. He withdrew as^ 
(oon as be could with decency, and left the 
Baron meditating what all diefe things fhould 
fsiean : he feared there was fome misfortune 
imp^idiag over his houfe,, though be knew 
iiot ^om what caufe. 

He dined with his children and kinfmen, 
and firove to appear chearful ; but a gloom 
was perceivable through his deportment. Sir 
Robert was referved and refpeftful ; Mr.^ 
William was filent and attentive; the reft 
rf lite family duti£ul!y aiSduous to my Lord: 
only Wenlock and Markham were fuUen and 
chagrined. The Baron detained the young 
tiaen the whole afternoon ; he ftroveto amufe 
und to be amufed ; he fiiewed the great* 
eft affe£iton and parental regard to his chil^ 
dren, and endeavoured to conciliate their af- 
fedions, and engage their gratitude by kind* 
Befs. Wenlock and Markham felt their 
courage abate as the night approached: at 
the hour of nine, old Jofeph came to conduft 
them to the haunted apartment ; they took 
leave of their kinfmen> and went up ftairs 
with heavy hearts. 

They found the chamber fet in order for 
tbemj and a tstble fpread with povifion aqdi 

good^ 
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good liquor to keep tq> thdr fpirits.— It feems^ 
faid Wenlock, that your friend Edmund was 
obliged to you for his accommodations here. 
•^Sir, faid Jofeph, his accommodations vwre 
bad enough the firft inght ; but, aftoivardfi, 
they were bettered by my Lord's orders.— « 
Owing to your officious cares, laid Wedlock ; 
•—I own it, faid Jofeph, and I am not afham- 
ed of it. — Are you not anxious to know wtiat 
is become of him? (kid Markham.-^Not 
at all, Sir ; I truft he is in the beft prote£lion^ 
fo good a young man as he is, is fafe every 
where.— You fee, coufii} Jack, faid Wenlock, 
how diis villain has ftole the hearts of my 
nncle's (ervants : I ibppofe this canting old 
fellow knows where he is, if the trudi wo'e 
known. — Have ycu any fiirther commaAds 
£Dr me, Gentlemen? faid the old maa^-^No, 
not we.— Then I am ordered to attend my 
Lord, when you hai'e done with me. — Go, 
then, about your buiinefs. Jofeph went away, 
glad to be difmifTed. 

What fliall we do, coufm Jack, (aid Wen- 
lock, to pafs away the time ? it is plaguy dull 
fitting here. — Dull enough, faid Markham ; 
I think the beft thing we can do, is to go to 
ted, and flcep it away.— Faith, fays Wenlock^ 
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I am in no difpofition to fleep ! Who would 
have thought the old man \. ould have obliged 
us to fpend the night here ? — Don't fay us, I 
beg of you ; it was all your own doing, re- 
plied Markham. — I did not intend he fhould 
have taken me at my word. — Then you 
ihould have fpoken more cautioufly. I have 
always been governed by you, like a fool as I 
am ; you play the braggart, and I fuiFer for 
it : But they begin to fee through your fine- 
ipun arts and contrivances, and I believe you 
will meet with your deferts one day or other. 
—What now ? do you mean to aiFront me. 
Jack ? Know, that fome are born to plan, 
others to execute ; I am one of the former, 
thou of the latter: Know your friend, or 
O r what ? replied Markham ; do you 
mean to threaten me ? If you do 5 — ^What 
then, faid Wenlock. — ^Why, then, I will try 
which of us two is the beft man. Sir ! Upon 
this Markham arofe, and put himfelf into a 
pofture of defence. Wenlock perceiving he 
was ferious in his anger, beganto foothe him ; 
he perfuaded, he flattered, he promifed great 
things, if he would be compofed, Mark- 
ham was fuUen, uneafy, refentful ; when- 
ever he fpoke, it was to upbraid Wenlock 
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with his treachery and falfehood. Wenlock 
tried all his eloquence to get him into a 
good humour, but in vain ; he threatened to 
acquaint his Uncle with all that he knew, 
and to exculpate himfelf at the other's ex- 
pence. Wenlock began to find his choler 
rife; they were both almofl: choaked with 
rage ; and, at length, they both rofe with a 
refolution to fight. 

As they flood with their fifts clenched, on 
a fiidden they were alarmed with a difmal 
groan from the room underneath. They 
ftood like ftatues, petrified by fear, yet liften- 
ing with trembling expectation : A fecond 
groan increafed their coiifternation ; and, foon 
after, a third completed it. They daggered 
to a feat, and funk down upon it, ready to 
faint; prefently, all the doors flew open, a 
pale glimmering light appeared at the door,, 
from the (laircafe, and a man in complete 
armour entered the room: He ftood with 
one hand extended, pointing to the outward 
door ; they took the hint, and crawled away 
as faft as fear would let them ; they ftaggered 
along the gallery, and from thence to the 
Baron's apartment, where Wenlock funk 

down 


"down in a fwoon, and Markham had juiV 
Arength enough to knock at the doon 

The fervant who flcpt in the outwaid roont 
lilarmed his Lord: Markham cried out — For 
Heaven's fake, let us inLUpon hearing his 
Voice, the door was opened, and Markhant 
approached his Uncle tn fuch an attitude of 
fear,, as excited a degree of it in the Baron* 
He pointed to Wenlock, who was with fome 
difficulty recovered from the fit he was fallen 
into ; the fervant was terrified, he rung the 
alarm-beU ; the fervants came running from 
all parts to their Lord's apartment ; The 
young Gentlemen came likewife, and pre^^ 
fently all was confiifion, and the terror was 
univerfal. Ofwald, who gueifed the buflnefs^ 
was the only one that could queftion them ; 
he afked feverai times,— What is the matter i 
Markham at lafl anfwered him: — ^We hav6 
feen the ghoft! — All regard to fecrefy wa^ 
now at an end ; the echo ran through the 
whole family : — ^They have feen the ghofl! 

The Baron defired Ofwald to talk to the 
young men, and endeavour to quiet the 
difturbance. He came forward; he com* 
forted fome, he rebuked others ; he bad the 
iervants retire into the outward room : The 
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iBaron, with his fons and kinfmeii> remained 
in the bed-chamber. — It is very unfortunate^ 
(aid Ofwald^ that this affair ihould be made 
h public; furely thefe young mefn might 
have related what they had feeuy without 
alarming the whole family ; I am very much 
Concerned upon my Lord's account. — 1 thank 
you, father, faid the Barda; but prudence 
Was quite overthrown here: Wenlock was 
half dead, and Markfaam half diftraded ; the 
family were alarmed without my being able 
to prevent it : But let ufr hear what thefe poor 
terrified creatures fay. Ofwald demanded^ 
~What have you feen, Gentlemen ?— Thd 
ghoft! faid Markham. — In what form did it 
appear } — A man in armour. — DJd it fpeak 
to you i — Ko. — What did it do to terrify you 
fo much ?-^It flood at the farthefl door, and 
pointed to the outward door, as if to have us 
leave the room ; we did not wait for a fecond 
notice, but came away as fafl as we could. — 
Did it follow yo« ? — No. — ^Then you need 
not have raifed fuch a diflurbance. Wenlock 
tifted up his head, and fpoke : — I believe, fa- 
ther, if you had been with us, you would not 
liave flood upon ceremonies any more than 
we did. I wifh my Lord would fend you to 

parley 
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parley with the ghoft ; for without doubt, 
you are better qualified than we. — ^My Lord, 
faid Ofwald, I will go thither, vrith your 
permiflion ; I will fee that every thing is fafe, 
and bring the key back to you : Perhaps this 
may help to difpel the fears that have been 

raifed ; at leaft, I will try to do it. 1 thank 

you, father, for your good offices; do as you 
pleafe. 

Ofwald went into the outward room. I am 
goingjt faid he, to Ihut up the apartment: 
The young gentlemen have been more 
frightened than they had occafion for ; I will 
try to account for it. Which of you will go 
with me ? They all drew back, except Jofeph, 
who offered to bear him company. They 
went into the bed-room in the haunted apart* 
ment, and found every thing quiet there. 
They put out the (ire, extinguiihed the lights, 
locked the door, and brought away the key. 
As they returned, — I thought how it would 
be, faid Jofeph. Hufh ! not a word, faid 
Ofwald ; you find we are fufpe<Eled of fome- 
thing, though they know not what. Wait 
till you are called upon, and then we will 
both fpeak to purpofe. They carried the key 
to the Baron. 
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All is quiet in the apartment, faid Ofwald^ 
as we can teftify. — Did you alk Jofeph to go 
with you, faid the Baron, or did he offer him- 
felf i — My Lord, I aiked if any body would 
go with me, and they all declined it but he ; 
I thought proper to have a witnefs befide 
myfelf, for whatever might be feen or heard. 
—Jofeph, you was fervant to the late Lord 
Lovel ; what kind of man was he ? — A very 
comely man, pleafe your Lordfhip. — Should • 
you know him if you were to fee him ? — I 
cannot fay, my Lord. — ^Would you have any 
objedion to fleep a night in that apart- 
ment? — I beg, — I hope, — I befeech your 
Lordihip not to command me to do it ! — 
You are then afraid; why did you offer your- 
felf to go thither? — ^Becaufe I was not fo 
much frightened as the reft. — I wifli you 
would lie a night there ; but I do not inflft 
upon it. — My Lord, I am a poor ignorant 
old man, not fit for fuch an undertaking: 
befide, if I (hould fee the ghoft, and if it 
ihould be the perfon of my Mafter, and if it 
ihould tell me any thing, and bid me keep 
it fecret, I (hould not dare to difclofe it; 
and then what fervice fhould I do your Lord- 
ihip ? — ^That is true, indeed^ faid the Baron. 
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This fpeech, fakl Sir Robert, is both X 
fimple and an artful one : you fee, liowever,. 
that Jofeph is not a man for us to depend 
upon: he uegards the Lord Lovel, thougk 
dead, more than Lord Fitz-Owen, living; 
he calls him his Mafter, and promifes to keep 
his fecrets. What fay you, father ? Is the. 
ghoft your Mafter, or your friend ? are you- 
under any obligation to keep his fecrets ?— 
Sir, faid Ofwald, I anfwer as Jofeph does ; I 
would fooner die than difco\ er a fecret re- 
vealed in that manner. — I thought as. much> 
faid Sir Robert ; there is a myftery in father 
Ofwald's behaviour, w^hich I cannot compre- 
hend.— r-Do not refleft upon the father, laid 
the Baron, I have no caufe to complain of 
him ; perhaps the myftery may be too foon 
explained: but let us not anticipate evils. 
Ofwald and Jofeph have fpofcen like good 
men ; I am fatisfied with their anfwers : let 
us, who are innocent, reft in. peace; and let 
us endeavour to reftore peace in the family ; 
and do you father, alTift us. — With my beft 
fervices, faid Ofwald. He called the fervants 
in : let nothing be mentioned out of -doors, 
faid he, of what has lately paffed within, 
efpecially iu the ^ aft apartment ; the young 

Gentlemen 
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'Gentlemen had not fo much reafon to be 
frightened as they apprehended ; a piece of 
fcrniture fell down in the rooms underneath, 
i«diich made the noife that alarmed them fo 
much: but I can certify that all things in 
the rooms are in quiet, and there is nothing to 
fear. All of you attend me in the chapel in 
an hour ; do your duties, put your truft in 
God, and obey your Lord, and you will find 
every thing go fight as it ufed to do. 

They difperfed ; the fun rofe, the day came 
on, and every thing went on in the ufual 
courfe: but the fervants were not fo eafily 
fatisfied ; they whifpered that fomething was 
wrong, and expefted the time that fhould fet 
all right. — ^The mind of the Baron was em- 
ployed in meditating upon thefe circumftances, 
that feemed to him the forerunners of fome 
great events : he fometimes thought of Ed- 
mimd ; he fighed for his expulfion, and la- 
mented the uncertainty of his fate ; but, to 
his family, he appeared eafy, and fatisfied. 

From the time of Edmund's departure, 
the fair Emma had many uneafy hours ; fhe 
withed to inquire after him, but feared to 
Ihew any folicitude concerning him : The 
next day, when her brother Williamcame 
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into her apartment, {he took courage to afk a 
queftion.— Pray, brother, can you give any 
guefs what is become of Edmund? — No, faid 
he (with a figh) ; why do you aik me ? — 
Becaufe, my dear William, I (hould think 
if any body knew it muft be you; and I 
thought he loved you too well to leave you in 
ignorance; but don't you think he left the 
Caftle in a very ftrange manner ? — I do, my 
dear ; there is a myftery in every circumftance 
of his departure 2 neverthelefs (I will truft 
you with a fecret) he did not leave the Caftle 
without making a diftin£lion in my favour. — 
I thought fo, faid fhe; but you might tell 
me what you know about him. — Alas ! my 
dear Emma ! I know nothing : When I faw 
him laft, he feemed a good deal aiFeAed, as if 
he were taking leave of me ; and I had a 
foreboding that we parted for a longer time 
than ufual. Ah ! fo had I, faid fhe, when 
he parted from me in the garden. — What 
leave did he take of you, Emma? — She 
blufhed and hefitated to tell him all that 
pafled between them ; but he begged, per- 
fuaded, iniifted ; and at length, under the 
ftrongeft injundlions of fecrefy, flie told him 
all. He faid, that Edmund's behaviour on 

that 
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that occafion was as myfterious as the reft of 
his condu£t; but now you have revealed 
your fecret, you have a right to know mine. 
He then gave her the letter he found upon his 
pillow ; fhe read it with great emotion. 
Saint Winifred affift me ! faid fhe : what can 
I think ? ** The peafant Edmund is no more 

" but there lives one," ^that is, to my 

thinking, Edmund lives, but is no peafant.— 
Go on, my dear, faid William ; I like your 
explanation. — Nay, brother, I only guefs; 
but what think you? I believe we think 
alike in more than one refpe3, that he meant 
io recommend no other perfon than himfelf 
to your favour ; and, if he were indeed of 
noble birth, I would prefer him to a prince 
for a hufband to my Emma ! — Blefs me, faid 
ihe, do you think it poffible that he ihould be 
of either birth or fortune ? — It is hard to fay 
what is poffible ! we have proof that the eaft 
apartment is haunted : It was there tliat Ed- 
mund was made acquainted with many fe* 
crets, I doubt not ; and, perhaps,, his own 
fate may be involved in that of others. I am 
confident that what he faw and heard there, 
•was the caufe of his departure. We muft 
^wait with patience the unravelling this intri- 
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cate af&ir : I believe I need not enjoin your 
fecrefy as to what I have faid ; your heart 
will be my fecurity, — What mean you, bro- 
ther? Don't afiedi ignorance, my dear; you 
love Edmund, fo do I : it is nothing to be 
aihamed of: It would have been ftrange, if 
a girl of your good fenfe had not diftinguilied 
a fwan among a flock of gecGe. — Dear Wil- 
liam don't let a word of this efcape you ; but 
you have taken .a weight off my heart. You 
may depend that I will not difpofe of my 
hand or heart till I know the jend of lids a&in 
William fmiled : Keep diem for Edmund's 
friend: I fhall rejoice to fee him in a fitnation 
to aik them.— Hufli, my brother! not a word 
more; I hear footfteps. They were her 
ddeft brother's, who came to alk Mr. Wil- 
liam to ride out with him^ whidi iimihed the 
conference. 

The fair Emma from this time aiTumed an. 
air of fatisfadion ; and William frequendy 
dole away from his companions to talk with 
his fifter upon their favourite fubjed. 

While thefe things paffed at di« Caftle of 
Xrovel, Edmund, and his companion John 
Wyatt, proceeded on their journey to Sir 
Philip Harclay's feat; they converfed together 

on 
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en the way, and Edmund found him a man 
of underftanding, though not improved by 
education ; he alfo difcovered that John loved 
•his Mafter, and refpeded him even to vene- 
ration ; from him he learned many parti- 
culars concerning that worthy Knight. 
Wyatt told him, that Sir Philip maintained 
twelve old foldiers who had been maimed 
and difabled in the wars, and had no provifion 
made for them ; alfo fix old officers, who had 
been unfortunate, and were grown grey with- 
out preferment ; he likewife mentioned the 
Greek Gentleman, his matter's captive and 
friend, as a man emineat for valour and 
piety ; but, befide thefc, faid Wyatt, there 
are many others who eat of my Mailer's 
bread, and drink of his cup, and who join in 
bleflingsand prayers to Heaven for their noble 
benefactor ^ his ears are ever open to diftrefe 
his hand to relieve it, and he (hares in every 
good man's joys and bleflings.— :Oh, what a 
glorious charader! faid Edmund; how my 
heart throbs with wifties to imitate fuch a 
man ? Oh, that I might refemble him though 
at ever fo great a diftance! Edmund was 
never weary of hearing the adlions of this 
truly great man, nor Wyatt with relating 
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them ; and, during three days journey, there 
were but few paufes in their converfation. 

The fourth day, when they came withm 
view of the houfe, Edmund's heart began to 
raife doubts of his reception. — If, faid he. 
Sir Philip (hould not receive me kindly, if he 
fhould refent my long negled, and difown my 
' acquaintance^ it would be no more than 
juftice. 

He fent Wyatt before, to notify his arrival 
to Sir Philip, while he waited at the gate, full 
of doubts and anxieties concerning his recep- 
tion. Wyatt was met and congratulated on 
his return by mod of his fellow«fervants^ he 
alked, — ^Where is my Mafter ? — In the par- 
lour. — Are any ftrangers with him? — No, 
only his own family. — ^Then I will fliewmy- 
felf to him He prefented himfelf before Sir 
Philip. — So, John, faid he, you are welcome 
home ! I hope you left your parents and re- 
lations well. All well, thank God! and^ 
fend their humble duty to your Honour, and 
they pray for you every day of their lives ; I 
hope your Honour is in good health. — Very 
well.— Thank God for that ! but. Sir, I have 
fomething further to tell you ; I have had a 
companion all the way bonae, a perfon who 

comes 
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comes to wait on your Honour, on bufinefs of 
great coiifequence, as he fays, — Who is that, 
John ? — It is Mafter Edmund Twyford, from 
the Caftle of Lovel — ^Young Edmund! fays 
Sir Philip furprifed : Where is he ? — ^At the 
gate, Sir — Why did you leave him there ?— 
Becaufe he bad me come before, and acquaint 
your Honour, that he waits your pleafure.— 
Bring him hither, faid Sir Philip , tell him I 
Ihall be glad to fee him. 

John made hade to deliver his meiiage, and 
Edmund followed him in lilence into Sir 
Philip's prefence : He bowed low, and kept 
at diftance. Sir Philip held out his hand, 
and bad him approach. As he drew near, 
he was feized with an univerfal trembling ; 
he kneded down, took his hand, kiifed it, 
and prefled it to his heart in filence. 

You are welcome, young man! faid Sir 
Philip ; take courage, and fpeak for yourfelf. 
Edmund fighed deeply ; he at length broke 
filence with difficulty. — I am come thus far, 
noble Sir, to throw myfelf at your feet, and 
implore your prote£kion. You are, under 
God, my only reliance. — I receive you, faid 
Sir Philip, with all my heart ! Your perfon 
is greatly improved fmce I faw you lad, and 
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I hope your mind is equally fo; I have heard 
a great charafler of you from fome that knew 
you in France. I remember the promife I 
made you long ago, and am ready now to fulfil 
it, upon condition that you have done no- 
thing to difgrace the good opinion I formerly 
entertained of you ; and am ready to ferve 
you in any thing confiftent with my own 
honour. Edmund kiifed the hand that was 
extended to raife him. — I accept your fa- 
vour, Sir, upon this condition only ; and if 
ever you find me to impofe upon your cre- 
dulity, or encroach on your goodnefs, may 
you renounce me from that moment! — 
Enoujj^h, faid Sir Philip ; rife, then, and let 
me embrace you : You are truly welcome \ 
— Oil, noble Sir, faid Edmund, I have d 
ilrangc llory to tell you ; but it muft be by 
ourfelves, \\ ith only Heaven to bear witnefs 
to what paffcs , bet ween us. — Very well, faid 
Sir Philip ; I am ready to hear you : But firft, 
go and get fome refrefliment after your jour- 
ney, and then come to me again : John 
Wyatt will attend you. I want no refrefli- 
ment, faid Edmund ; and I cannot eat or 
drink till I have told my bufinefs to your 
Honour. Well then, faid Sir Philip, come 

along 
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along with mc. He took the youth by the 
band^ and led him into another parlour, leav- 
ing his friends in great furprife, what this 
young man's errand could be : John Wyatt 
told them all that he knew relating to Ed- 
mund's birth, charader, and fituation.- 

When Sir Philip had feated his young 
friend, he liftened in filence to the furprifing 
tale he had to tell him. Edmund told him 
briefly the moft remarkable circumftances of 
his life, from the time when he firft faw and 
liked him, till his return from France ; but 
from that aera, he related at large every thing 
that had happened, recounting every, inte- 
refting particular, which was imprinted on his 
memory in ftrong and lading charadlers. — 
Sir Philip grew every moment more affefted 
by the recital ; fometimes he clafped his 
hands together, he lifted them up to Heaven, 
he fmote his breaft, he fighed, he exclaimed 
aloud ; when Edmund related his dream, he 
breathed Ihort, and feemed to devour him 
with attention ; when he defer ibed the fatal' 
clofet, he trembled, fighed, fobbed, and was 
almoft fulFocated with his agitations: But 
when he related all that had pafTed between his 
fuppofed mother and himfelf^ and finally pro- 
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duced the jewek, the proofs of his birtb, 
and the death of his unfortunate mother — ^he 
flew to him^ he preiTed him to his bofom, he 
ftrove to fpeak, but fpeech was for fome 
minutes denied^: He wiept aloud; and, at 
length, his words found their way in broken 
exclamations— ^Son of mydearcjft friend!— 
dear and precious relic of a noble houfe!— 
child of Providence ! — the beloved of Heaven! 
—welcome! thrice welcome to my armsl 
— to my heart ! — I will be thy parent from 
henceforward, and thou (halt be indeed my 
child, my heir ! My mind told me from the 
firft moment I beheld thee, that thou wert 
the image of my friend! my heart then 
. opened itfelf to receive thee, as his offspring. 
I had a ftrange foreboding that I was to be 
thy proteAor. I would then have made thee 
my own ; but Heaven orders things for the 
bed ; it made thee the inftrument of this 
difcovery and in its own time and manner 
conduSed thee to my arms. Praife be to God 
for his wonderful doings toward the children 
of men ! every thing that has befallen thee is 
by his diredion, and he will not leave his 
work unfinifhed ; I truft that I Ihall be his 
inftrument to do juftite on the guilty, and to 

reftore 
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reftore the orphan of my friend to his rights 
and title. I devote myfelf to this fervice, 
and will make it the bufmefs of my life to 
effea it. 

Edmund gave vent to his emotions, in rap- 
tures of joy and gratitude. They fpent feve- 
ral hours in this way, without thinking of 
the time that paiTed ; the one enquiring, the 
other explaining and repeating, every par- 
ticular of the interefting (lory. 

At length they were interrupted by the 
careful John Wyatt, who was anxious to 
know if any thing was likely to give trouble 
to his Mafter. — Sir, faid John, it grows dark, 
do you want a light ? — We want no light 
but what Heaven gives us> faid Sir Philip ; 
I knew not whether it was dark or light.-r- 
I hope, faid John, nothing has happened, I 
hope y6ur Honour has heard no bad tidings,^ — 
I — I — I hc^e no offence. — None at all, faid 
the good Knight ; I am obliged to your foli- 
citude for me : I have heard fome things that 
grieve me, and others that give me great 
pleafure ; but the forrows. are paft, and the 
joys remain. — ^Thank God! faid John; I 
was afraid fomething was the matter to give 
your Honour trouble. — I thank you, my good 

fervant! 
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fervant ! You fee this young gentleman ; I 
would have you, John, devote yourfclf to his 
fervice : I give you to him for an attendant 
on his perfon, and would have you {hew your 
a&eAion to me by your attachment to him. — 
Oh, Sir ! faid John, in a melancholy voice, 
what have I done to be turned out of your 
fervice?— No fiich matter, John, faid Sir 
PHiilip ; you will not leave my fervice, — Sir, 
faid John, I would rather die than leave you. 
• — ^And, my lad, I like you too well to part 
with you ; but in ferving my friend you will 
ferve me : Know that this young man is my 
fon. Your fon, Sir ! faid John. Not my 
natural fon, but my relation ; my fon by 
adoption, my heir ! — And will he live with 
you. Sir? — ^Yes, John; and I hope to die 
with him. Oh, then, I will ferve him with 
all my heart and foul : and I will do my beft 
to pleafe you both. — I thank you, John, and 
I will not forget your honeft love and duty s 
I have fo go6d an opinion of you that I will 
tell you of fome things concerning this gen- 
tleman that will entitle him to your refpeft. — 
Tis enough for me, faid John, to know that 
your Honour, refpefts him, to make me pay 
him as much duty as yourfelf. But, John, 

when 
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when you know him better, you will refpeft 
him ftill more ; at prefent I fhall only tell 
you what he is not, for you think him only 
the fon of Andrew Twyford. — And is he 
not, faid John ? — No, but his wife nurfed 
him, and he pafled for her fon. — ^And does old 
Twyford know it. Sir ? — He does, and will 
bear witnefs to it ; but he is the fon of a near 
friend of mine^of quality fuperior to my own,, 
and as fuch you muft ferve and refpe<% him. . 

1 fhall, to be fure. Sir ; but what nam^ 

(hall I call him? — ^You ihall know that here- 
after ; in the mean time bring a light, and 
wait on us to the other parlour. 

When John was withdrawn. Sir Philip 
faid, that is a point to be corifidered and de- 
termined immediately : It is proper that you 
fhould aflume a name till you can take that 
of your father ; for I choofe you ihould drop 
that of your fofter-father ; and I would have 
you be called by one that is refpeftable. — • 
In that, and every other point, I will be 
wholly governed by you. Sir, faid Edmund.. 
— Well then, I will give you the name of 
Seagrave : I fliall fay that you are a relation 
of my own ; and my mother was really of 
that family. 

John 
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John foon retumed^and attended them into 
the other parlour : Sir Philip entered with 
Edmund in his hand. — My friends, faid he, 
this gentleman is Mr. Edward Seagrave, the 
fon of a dear friend and relation of mine : He 
was loft in his infancy, brought up by a good 
woman out of pure humanity, and is but 
lately reftored to his own family. The cir- 
cumftances (hall be made known hereafter ; 
In the mean time, I have taken him under 
my care and proteAion, and will ufe all my 
power and intereft to fee him reftored to his 
fortune, which is enjoyed by the ufurper 
who was the caufe of his expulfion, and the 
death of his parents. Receive him as my re- 
lation, and friend : Zadiiky, do you embrace 
him firft. Edmund, you and this gentleman 
muft love each other for my fake ; hereafter 
you will do it for your own. They all rofe, 
each embraced and congratulated the young 
man. Zadiiky faid. Sir, whatever griefs and 
misfortunes you may have endured, you may 
reckon them at an end, from the hour you 
are beloved and prote£ted by Sir Philip Har- 
clay. — I firmly believe it. Sir, replied Ed- 
mund : and my heart enjoys, already, more 
happinefs than I ever yet felt, and promifes 

me 
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me all that I can wiih in future : his friend- 
fliip is the earned Heaven gives me of its 
bleflings hereafter. 

They fat down to fupper with mutual 
chearfulnefs; and Edmund enjoyed the repaft 
with more fatisfa&ion than he had felt a long 
time. Sir Philip faw his countenance brighten 
up, and looked on him with heart-felt plea-* 
fure. — Every time I look on you, faid he, re- 
minds me of your father ; you are the fame 
perfon I loved twenty-three years ago : I re- 
joice to fee you under my roof. Go to your 
repofe early, and to-morrow we will confult 
farther. Edmund withdrew, and enjoyed a 
night of fweet undifturbed repofe. 

The next morning Edmund arbfe in per- 
£e£k health and fpirits ; he waited on his be- 
nefa£tor. They were foon after joined by 
"Zadiiky, who fliewed great attention and re- 
fped to the youth, and offered him his beft 
fervices without referve. Edmund accepted 
them with equal refpeft and modefty ; and 
finding himfelf at eafe, began to difplay his 
amiable qualities. They breakfafted toge- 
ther ; afterwards. Sir Philip defired Edmund 
to walk out with him. 

As 
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As foon as they were out of hearing, Sfr 
Philip laid, — I could not fleep laft night for 
thinking of your affairs ; I laid fchemes for 
you, and rejeSed them again. We muftlay 
our plan before we begin to ad. What fliall 
be done with this treacherous kinfman ! this 
inhuman monfter ! this aifaflin of his neareft 
relation ? I will rilk my life and fortune 
to bring him to juftice. Shall I go to court, 
and demand juftice of the King ? or (hall I 
accufe him of the murder, and make him ftand 
a public trial } if I treat him a's a Baron of 
the realm, he muft be tried by his peers ^ if as 
a commoner, he muft be tried at the county 
aflize : but, we muft fhew reafon why he 
fliould be degraded from his title. Have you 
any thing to propofc ? — ^Nothing, Sir ; I have 
only to wifli that it might be as private as 
poftible, for the fake of my noble benefa&or,. 
the Ix)rd Fitz-Owen, upon whom fome part 
of the family difgrace would naturally fall ; 
and that would be an ill return for all hi» 
kindneis and generofity to me. That is a 
generous and grateful confideration on your 
part ; but you owe ftill more to the memory 
of your injured parents. However, there is 
yet another way that fuits me better than any 

hitherto 
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liitherto propofed: I will challenge the traitor 
to meet me in the fidd ; and, if he has fpirk 
enough to anfwer my call, I will there bring 
him to juftice ; if not, I will bring him to a 
public trial. 

No, Sir, faid Edmund, that is my province. 
Should I (land by and fee my noble, gaUant 
friend expofe his life for me, I fhould be un- 
worthy to bear the name of that friend whom 
you lb much lament. It will become his fon. 
to vindicate his name, and revenge his death. 
J will be the challenger, and no other. — And 
do you think he will anfwer the challenge of 
an unknown youth, with nothing but his pre- 
tenfions to his name and title? Certainly not* 
Leave tiiis matter to me : Fll think of a way 
that will oblige him to meet me at the honfe 
of a third perfon who is known to all the par- 
ties concerned, and where we will have au- 
thentic witncffes of all that pafTes between 
him and me. I will devife the time, place, 
and manner, and fatisfy all your fcruples. 
Edmund oflFered to reply ; but Sir Philip bad 
him be filent, and let him proceed in his own 
way. 

He then led him over his eftatC) and {hewed 
him every thing dcferving lu& notice : he told 

him. 
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him all the particulars of his domeftic oeco-' 
nomy ; and they returned home in time to 
meet their friends at dinner. 

They fpent feveral days in confulting hovf 
to bring Sir Walter to account, and in im- 
proving their friend(hip and confidence in 
each other. Edmund endeared himfelf fo 
much to his friend and patron, that he de- 
clared him his adopted fon and heir before all 
his friends and fervants, and ordered them to 
refpedl him as fuch. He every day improved 
their love and regard for him, and became the 
darling of the whole family. 

After much confideration. Sir Philip fixed 
his refolutions, and began to execute his pur- 
pofes. He fet out for the feat of the Lord 
Clifford, attended by Edmund, M. Zadifky, 
and two fervants. Lord Clifford received 
them with kindnefs and hofpitality. 

Sir Philip prefented Edmund to Lord Clif- 
ford and his family, as his near relation and 
prefumptive heir: they fpent their evening in 
the pleafures of convivial mirth and hofpitable 
entertainment. The next day Sir Philip be- 
gan to open his mind to Lord Clifford, in- 
forming him that both his young friend and 
himfelf had received great injuries from the 

prefent 
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prefent Lord Lovel, for which they were re- 
Iblved to call him to account ; but that, for 
many reafons, they were defirous to have 
proper witnefles of all that (hould pafs be- 
tween them, and begging the favour of his 
Lordfliip to be theprincipal one. Lord Clifford 
acknowledged the confidence placed in him ; 
and befought Sir Philip to let him be the ar- 
bitrator between them. Sir Philip afTured 
him, that their wrongs would not admit of 
arbitration^ as he fhould hereafter judge ; but 
that he was unwilling to explain them further 
till he knew certainly whether or not the Lord 
Lovel would meet him ; for, if he refufed, 
he muft take another method with him. 

Lord Clifford was defirous to know the 
grounds of the quarrel ; but Sir Philip de- 
clined entering into particulars at prefent, 
afTuring him of a full information hereafter. 
He then fent M. Zadifky, attended by John 
Wyatt, and a fervant of Lord Clifford, with 
a letter to Lord Lovel ; the contents were as 
follow : 

** My Lord Lovel ! 

" Sir Philip Harclay earneflly defires to 
*' fee you at the houfe of Lord Clifford, 
•* where he waits to call you to account for 

<< the 
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'*< the -injuries done by you to the late An* 
"•< thur Lord Lovel, your kinfman : if you 
•« accept his demand, he wilt naake the Lord 
*-< CliiFord a witnefs and a judge of the caufe ; 
•* if not, he will expofe you publicly as a 
** traitor and a coward. Pleafe to anfwer 
** this letter, and he will acquaint you with 
** the time, place, and manner of the meet- 

** ing. 

" Philip Harclay." 
Zadifky prefentcd the letter to Lord Lovel-, 
informing him that he was the friend of Sir 
Philip Harclay. He feemed furprifed and 
confounded at the contents ; but, putting on 
an haughty air ; I know nothing, faid he, of 
the bufinefs this letter hints at : but wait a 
few hours, and I will give you an anfwer. 
He gave orders to treat Zadifky as a gentle- 
man in every refpeft, except in avoiding his 
company ; for the Greek had a fhrewd and 
penetrating afpeft, and he obferved every turn 
of his countenance. The next day he came 
afid apologized for his abfence, and gave him 
the anfwer, fending his refpefts to the Lord 
Clifford. The mefTengers returned with all 
fpeed, and Sir Philip read the anfwer before 
all prefent. 

" Lord 
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'** Lord Lovel knows not of any injuries 
^^ done by him to the late Arthur Lord Lo- 
^* vel, whom. he fucceeded by juft right of 
^* inheritance ; nor of any right Sir Philip 
*' Harclav. has, to call to account a man to 
^* whom he is barely known, having feen 
" him only once> many years ago, at the 
^* houfe of his uncle, the old Lord Lovel : 
" NeverthelefSj Lord Lovel will not fufFer 
'^ any man to call his name and honour into 
** queftion with impunity ; for which reafon 
he will meet Sir Philip Harclay at any 
time, place, and m what manner he ihalt 
appoint, bringing the fame number of 
** friends and dependents, that juft ice may 
** be done, to all parties. 

" Lovel." 
'Tis well, faid Sir Philip : I am glad to 
find he has the fpirit to meet me ; he is an 
enemy worthy of my fword. Lord Clifford 
then propofed, that all parties fhould pafs 
the borders, and obtain leave of the warden 
of the Scottifti marches to decide the quarrel 
in his jurifdiSion, with a fele£l number of 
friends on both fides. Sir Philip agreed to the 
propofal ; and Lord Clifford wrote in his own 
name to alk permiflion of the Lord Graham, 

that 
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tfaathisfriendsmightcomethete; and obtained 
it, on condition that neither party fhould ex- 
ceeda limited number of friends and followers* 

Lord Clifford fent chofen meifengers to 
Lord Lovel, acquainting him with the con- 
ditionSy and appointing the time, place, and 
manner of their meeting, and that he had been 
defired to accept the office of judge of the 
field. Lord Lovel accepted the conditions, 
and promifed to be there without fail. Lord 
Clifford notified the fame to Lord Graham^ 
warden of the marches^, who caufed a piece of 
ground to be enclofed for the lifts, and made 
preparations againfl the day appointed. 

In the interim. Sir Philip Harclay thought 
proper to fettle his worldly af&irs : he made 
Zadifky acquainted with every circumftance 
of Edmund's hiftory, and the obligation that 
lay upon him to revenge the death of his 
friend, and fee juilice done to his heir. 
Zadifky entered in the caufe with an ardour 
that fpoke the affedlion he bore to his friend. 
Why, faid he, would you not fufFer me to 
engage this traitor ? — Your life is of too much 
confequence to be flaked againfl his: but 
though I trufl that the juflice of your caufe 
muft fucceed, yet, if it fhould happen other- 
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wife, I vow to revenge you ; he ihall never 
go back from us both : However, my hope 
and truft is, to fee your arm the minifter of 
jufticc. Sir Philip then fent for a lawyer and 
made his will, by which he appointed £d«» 
mund his chief heir, by the name of Lovelf 
alias Seagrave, alias Twyford : he ordered 
that all hia old friends, ibldiers, and fervants^ 
Ihould be maintained in the fame manner 
during their lives ; he left to Za^iky an an* 
huity of an hufidred t year^ and a legacy of 
two hundred pounds ; one hundred pounds to 
a certain monaftery ; the famefum to bedifiri- 
buted among difbanded foldiers, and the fame 
to the poor and needy in his neighbourhood. 

He appointed Lord Clifford joint executor 
with Edmund, and gave his will into that no* 
bleman's care, recommending Edmund to his 
favour and protedion. If I live, faid he, I 
will make him appear to be worthy of it ; if 
I die, he will want a friend* I am defurous 
your Lordilbip, as a judge of the field, ihould 
be unprejudiced on their fide, that you may 
judge impartially. If I die, Edmund's pre- 
tcnfions die with me ; but my friend Zadifky 
will acquaint you with the foundation of 
them. I take thefe precautions, becaufe I 
ought to be prepared for every thing ; but 
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« 

my heart is warm with better hopes, and I 
truft I (hall live to juftify my own caufe, as 
well as that of my friend, who is a perfon of 
more confequence than he appears to be. 
Lord Clifford accepted the truft, and expref- 
fed the greateft reliance upon Sir Philip's 
honour and veracity^ 

While thefe preparations were making for 
the great event that was to decide the preten- 
fions of Edmund, his enemies at the caftle of 
Lovel were brought to (hame for their beha* 
viour to him. 

The difagreement between Wenlock and 
Markham had by degrees brought on an ex- 
planation of fomie parts of their condu£i* 
Father Ofwald had often hinted to the Baron, 
Wenlock's envy of Edmund's fuperior qua- 
lities, and the artifices by which he had ob- 
tained fuch an influence with Sir Robert, 
as to make him take his part upon all occa- 
iions. Ofwald now took advantage of the 
breach between thefe two incendiaries, to per- 
fuade Markham tojuftifyhimfelfatWenlock's 
expence, and to tell all he knew of his wick- 
ednefs ; at length he promifed to declare all 
he knew of Wenlock's conduct, as well in 
France as fince their return, when he ihould 

be 
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be <:alled upon ; and, by him^ Ofwald was 
enabled to unravel the whole of his contri* 
Tances againft the honour, intereft, and even 
life of Edmund. 

He prevailed on Hewfon, and Kemp his 
aifociate^ to add their teftimony to the others. 
Hewfon confeiTed that he was touched in his 
confcience, when he reflefted on the cruelty 
and injuftice of his behaviour to Edmund^ 
whofe behaviour towards him^ after he had 
laid a fnare for his life^ was fo noble and 
generous, that he was cut to the heart by it, 
and had fuffered fo much pain and remorfe, 
that he longed for nothing fo much as an 
opportunity to unburden his mind ; but the 
dread of Mr. Wenlock's anger, and the 
eSeSts of his refentment, had hitherto kept 
him filent, always hoping there would come 
a time, when he might have leave to declare 
the whole truth. 

Ofwald conveyed this information to the 
Baron's ear, who waited for an opportunity 
to make-the proper ufe of it. Not long after, 
the two principal incendiaries came to an 
open rupture, and Markham threatened 
Wenlock that he would (hew his uncle what 
a ferpent he had harboured in his bofom., 

H 2 The 
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The Baron arrefted bis words, and infifted 
upon telling all he knew : adding, if you 
fpeak the truth, I will fupport you ; but if 
you prove falfe, I will punifh you feverely s 
As to Mr. Wenlock, he Ihall have a fair 
trial ; and, if all the accufations I have heard 
are made good, it is high time that I (hould 
put him out of my family. The Baron 
with a ftern afpeft, bade them follow him 
into the great hall ; and fent for all the reft 
of the family together. 

He then with great folemnity told them 
he was ready to hear all (ides of the queftion. 
He declared the whole fubftance of his in- 
formations, and called upon the accufers to 
fupport the charge. Hewfon and Kemp gave 
the fame account they had done to Ofwald, 
offering to fwear to the truth of their tefti- 
mony ; feveral of the other fervants related 
fuch circumftances as had come to their 
knowledge. Markham then fpoke of every 
thing, and gave a particular account of all 
that had paiTed on the night they fpent in 
the eaft apartment ; he accufed himfelf of 
being privy to Wenlock 's villainy, called 
himfelf fool and blockhead, for being the in- 
flrument of his malignant difpofition, and 

alked 
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aiked pardon of iiis uncle for concealing it (b 
long. 

The Baron called upon Wenlock to reply 
to the charge ; who, inftead of anfweringy 
flew into a paffion, raged, fwore, threatened, 
and finally denied every thing. The wit- 
nefTes perfifted in their aflertions. Markham 
defined leave to make knov^n the reafon why 
they were all afraid of him ; he gives it out, 
ikid fae, that he is to be my Lord's Ton- in- 
law ; and they, fuppofing him to ftand ^rft 
in fa^ favour, are afraid of his difpleafure. — 
I hope, faid the Baron, I (hall not be at fuch 
a lofsfor a (bn-in-law, as to make choice of 
fuch a one as him ; he never but once hinted 
ait fuch a thing, and then I gave him no en- 
couragement. I have long feen there was 
fometfaing veiy wrong in him ; but I did not 
believe he was of fo wicked a difpoiition : It 
is no wonder that princes Ihould be fo fre- 
quently deceived, when I, a private man, 
could be fo much impofed upon within the 
circle of my own family. What think you, 
fon Rd>ert ?•— I, Sir, have been much more 
impofed upoti ; and I take fhame to myfelf 
on the occafion. Enough, my fon, faid the 
Baron ; a ^nerous confeflion is only a proof 
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of growing wifdom : You are now fenfible, 
that the bed of us all are liable to impofition. 
The artifices of this unworthy kinfman have 
iet us at variance with each other, and driven 
away an excellent youth from this houfe, to 
go I know . not whither : But he fhall no 
longer triumph in his wickednefs : he fhall 
feel what it is to be banifhed from the houfe 
of his protestor. He fliall fet out for his mo- 
ther's this very day ; I will write to her in 
fuch a manner as fhall inform her that he has 
offended me, without particularifrng the na* 
ture of his faults : I will give him an oppor- 
tunity of recovering his credit with his own 
family, and this ihall ht my fecurity againft 
his doing further mifchief. May he repent, 
and be forgiven. 

Markham deferves punifhment, but not in 
the fame degree. — I confefs it, faid he, and 
will fubmit to whatever your Lordihip fliall 
enjoin. — You (hall only be banifhed for a 
time, but he for ever. I will fend you abroad 
on a bufmefs that fhall put you in a way to 
do credit toyourfelf, and fervice to me. Son 
Robert, have you a^y obje£lioa to my fen* 
tence ? — My Lord, faid he, I have great rea* 
fon to diflrufl myfelf ; I am fenfible. of my 

own 
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own weaknefs, and your fuperior wifdom, as 
well as goodnefs; and I will henceforward 
fubmit to you in all things. 

The Baron ordered two of his fervants to 
pack up Wenlock's clothes and neceflaries, 
and to fet out with him that very day ; he 
bade fome others keep an eye upon him left 
he Ihould efcape : As foon as they were, 
ready, my Lord wifhed him a good journey, 
and gave him a letter for his mother. He de- 
parted ivithout faying a word, in a fuUen kind 
of refentment ; but his countenance (hewed 
the inward agitations of his mind. 

As foon as he was gone, every mouth was 
opened againft him ; a thoufand ftories came 
cut that they never heard before : The Baron 
and his fons were aftoniihed that he (hould 
go on fo long without deteSion. My Lord 
fighed deeply at the thoughts of Edmund's 
expulfion, and ardently wilhed to know what 
was become of him. 

Sir Robert took the opportunity of coming 
to an explanation with his brother William ; 
he took fhame to himfelf for fome part of his 
paft behaviour. Mr. William owned his 
aiFe£iion to Edmund, and juflified it by his 
merit and attachment to him, which were 
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fuch that he was certain no time or dtftance 
could alter them* He accepted his brother's 
acknowledgement, as a full amends for aU 
&at had paiTedi^ and begged that hencefor- 
ward an entire love and confidence might 
ever fubfift between them. Thefe new re- 
gulations reftored peace> confidence^ and har* 
mony> in the C^le of Lovel. 

At length, the day arrived for the com« 
batants to meet. The Lord Graham; with 
twelve followers, gentlemen, and twelve fcr- 
vants, was ready at the dawn of day to re* 
ceive them. 

The firft that entered the field was Sir 
Philip Harclay, Knightj armed completely^ 
excepting his head-piece ; Hugh Rugby, hh 
£i<iuire, bearing his lance ; John Barnard^ 
his page, carrying his helmet and fpurs ; and 
two fervants in his proper livery. The next 
catine jEdmund, the heir of Lbvel, foHowed 
by his fervant John Wyatt ; Zadifky followed 
by his fervant. 

At a fliort dif^ance cauif the Lord CUiiord, 
as judge of the field, with his Efquire^ two 
pages, and two livery-iervants ; followed by 
hb ddeft fon, his nq)hew, and a geatleman 
his frieodj each attended by one ferraot: 

He 
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He alfo brought a furgeon of note to take 
care of the wounded. 

The Lord Graham faluted them ; and, by 
his order they took their places without the 
lifts, and the trumpet founded for the chal- 
lenger. It was anfwered by the defendant, 
who foon after appeared, attended by three 
gentlemen his friends, with each one fervant, 
befide his own proper attendants. 

A place was erefted for the Lord Clifford, 
as judge of the field ; he defired Lord Gra- 
ham would (hare the office, who accepted it, 
on condition that the combatants (hould 
make no objeftion ; and they agreed to it with 
the greateft courtefy and refpeft. They con- 
fulted together on many points of honour and 
ceremony between the two combatants. 

They appointed a marflial of the field, and 
other inferior ofikers, ufiially employed on 
thefe occafions. The IrOrd Graham fent the 
marfhal for the challenger, defiring him to 
^leclare the caufe of his quarrel before his 
enemy. Sir Philip Harclay then advanced, 
and thus fpoke : 

" I Philip Harclay, Knight, challenge 
** Walter, commonly called Lord Lovel, as a 
** bafe, treacherous, and bloody man, who 
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** by his wicked arts and. devices, did kill, 
** or caufe to be killed, his kinfman, Arthigr 
** Lord Lovet, my dear and noble friend. I 
** am called upon, in an extraordinary man- 
" ner, to revenge his death ; and I will prove 
<* the truth of what I have affirmed at the 
<* peril of my life." 

Lord GraHam then bade the defendant an- 
fwer to the charge. Lord Lovel ftood forth 
before his followers, and thus replied : 

" I Walter, Baron of Lovel, do deny the 
** charge againft me, and affirm it to be a 
^* bafe, falfe, and malicious accufation of this 
** Sir Philip Harclay, which I believe to be 
** invented by himfelf, or elfe framed by 
** fome enemy, and told to him for wicked 
*^ ends ; but, be that as it may, I will main- 
*' tain my own honour, and ptove him to be 
a falfe traitor at the hazard of my own 
life, and to the punifliment of his pre- 
fumption." 

Then faid the Lord Graham, — Will not 
this quarrel admit of arbitration ? — No, re- 
plied Sir Philip y when I have jnflified this 
charge, I have more to bring againft him. I 
trufl in God and the juftice of my caufc, 
and defy that traitor to the death ! Lord Clif- 
ford 
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ford then fpoke a few words to Lord Gra- 
ham, who immediately called to the marfhal, 
and bade him open the lifts, and deliver their 
weapons to the combatants. 

While the marfhal was arranging the com- 
batants and their followers, Edmund ap- 
proached his friend and patron ; he put one 
knee to the ground, he embraced his kilees 
with the ftrongeft emotions of grief and an- 
xiety. He was drefled in complete armour, 
with his vifor down ; his device was a haw- 
thorn, with a graft of the rofe upon it, the 
motto-^TJ/j is not my true parent, ; but Sir 
Philip bade him take thefe words — Efru£fu 
arbor cognofcitur. 

Sir Philip embraced the youth with ftrong 
marks of affection : Be compofed, my child ! 
faid he ; I have neither guilt, fear, nor doubt 
in me ; I am fo certain of fuccefs, that I bid 
you be prepared for the confequence. Za- 
diflcy embraced his friend, he comforted Ed- 
mund, he fuggefted every thing that could 
confirm his hopes of fuccefs. 

The marfhal waited to deliver the fpear to 
Sir Philip ; he now prefented it with the 
ufual form.-^Sir, receive your lance, and God 

defend the right ! Sir Philip anfwered, 
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Amen! in ft voice that was heani by all 
prefent. 

He next prefented bis weapon to Lord 
Lovel with the fame ientence, who likewife 
anfwered Amen ! with a good courage. Im- 
mediately the lifts were cleared, and the 
combatants began to fi^t. 

Tliey contended a long time with equal 
ftill and courage ; at length Sir Philip un- 
horfed his antagonift. The judges ordered, 
that either he fbould alight, or fuffer his ene- 
my to remount ; he chofe the former, and a 
Ihort combat on foot enfued. The fweat ran 
off their bodies with the violence of the ex- 
ercife. Sir Philip watched every motion of 
his enemy, and drove to weary him out, in- 
tending to wound, but not to kill him, unlefs 
obliged for his own fafety. 

He thruft his fword through his left arm, 
and demanded whether he would confdTs the 
fa£l ? Lord Lovel enraged, anfwered, he 
would die fooner. Sir PhQip then pafled the 
fword through his body twice, and Lord 
Lovel fell, crying out that he was flain. 

I hope not, faid Sir Philip, for I have a 
gireat deal of bufinefs for you to do before you 
<die : Confefs your fins, an^ endeavour to 

atone 
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atone for them^ as the only ground to hope 
for pardon*-— Lord Lord replied. You iared» 
viSor, ufe your gpod fortune generoufly ! 

Sir Philip took away his fword, and then 
waved it over his head, and beckoned for 
afliftance. The judges fent to beg l^r Philip 
to %are the life of his enemy. — I vrill^ (aid 
he, upon conditicm that he will make an ho- 
neft confeffion. 

Lord Lovel defired a furgeon and a confsf- 
ibr. — ^You fhall have both, faid Sir Philip ; 
but you muft. firft anfwer me a queftion or 
two. Did you kill your kinfman or not ?•— 
It was not my hand that killed him, anfwered 
the wounded man«*— It was done by your own 
order, however ? You ihall have no aiSftanoe 
till you anfwer this point. — It was, laid he, 
and Heaven is juft ? — Bear witiiefs all pre^ 
lent, faid Sir Philip, he confei&s the fa6l ! 

He then beckoned Edmund, whoapproach- 
ed. — Takeoff your helmet, faid he : look on 
that youth, he is the fon of your injui«d kinf- 
man. — It is himfelf, faid the Lord Lovel, and 
£rinted away. 

Sir Ptulip then called for a furgeon and a 
prieft, both of which Lord Graham had pro- 
vided ; the former began to bind up his 

wounds, 
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wounds, and his alTiftants poured a cordkl 
into his mouth. — Preferve his life, if it be 
poflible, faid Sir Philip ; for much depends 
upon it. 

• He then took Edmund by the hand, and 
prefented him to all the company. — In this 
young man, faid he, you fee the true heir of 
the houfe of Lovel ! Heaven has in its own 
way made him the inftrument to difcover the 
death of his parents. His father was aflaffi- 
nated by order of that wicked man, who now 
receives his punifhment ; his niother was, by 
his cruel treatment, compelled to leave her 
own houfe ; fhe was delivered in the fields, 
and perifhed herfelf in feeking a ihelter for 
her infant. I have fufficient proofs of every 
thing I fay, which I am ready to communi- 
cate to every perfon who defires to know the 
particulars: Heaven, by my hand, has chaf- 
tifed him ; he has confeffed the fa£l I accufe 
tiim of, and it remains that he make reditu- 
tioxxof the fortune and honours he hath ufurp- 
ed fo long. 

Edmund kneeled, and with uplifted hands 
returned thanks to Heaven, that his noble 
friend and champion was crowned with vic- 
tory !-^The Lords and gentlemen gathered 

round 
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round them, they Congratulated thein both ; 
while Lord LoveFs friends and followers were 
employed in taking care of him. Lord Clif- 
ford took Sir Philip's hand. — You have a£ted 
with fo much honour and prudence, that it is 
prefumptuous to offer you advice ; but what 
mean you to do with the wounded man ? — I 
have not determined, faid he ; . I thank you 
for the hint, and beg your advice how to pro- 
ceed. — Let us confult Lord Graham, replied 
he. — Lord Graham infiiled upon their going 
all to his caftle ; there, faid he, you will 
have impartial witneifes of all that pafles. 
Sir Philip was unwilling to give fp much 
trouble. The Lord Graham protefted he 
* fhould be proud to do any fervice to fo noble 
a gentlemen. Lord Clifford enforced his re- 
queft, faying, it was better upon all accounts 
to keep their prifoner on this fide the borders 
till they faw what turn his health would take, 
and to keep Kim fafelytill he had fettled his 
worldly affairs. 

This rcfolution being taken. Lord Grahain 
invited the wounded man and his ftiends to 
his caftle, as being the neareft place where 
he could be lodged and taken proper care of, 
it being dangerous to carry him further. They 

accepted 
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accepted the propofal wkh many acknow- 
fedgments ; and, having made a kind of 
litter of boughs, they all proceeded to Loud 
Graham's caftle, where they put Lord Lovel 
to bed, and the furgeon dre^d his wounds, 
and defired he might be kept quiet, not 
knowing at prefent whether they were dan* 
gerous or not. 

About an hour after, the wouitddd man 
complained of^hirft ; he afked for the fur* 
geon, and enquired if his life was in danger ? 
The furgeon anfwered him doubtfully. He 
aiked, — Where is Sir I%ilip Harclay ?— In 
the caftle.-^— Where is that young man whom 
he calls the heir of Lovel?— ^He is here, too. 
—•Then I am furroonded w&h my enemies. * 
I want to fpeak to one oif my 07m fervants, 
without witnefles ; let one be feht to me. 

The furgeon withdrew, and ac^^uaintedthe 
gentlemen below. — ^He fhall not ipeak to any 
man, faid^ir Philip, but in my prefence. He 
went with him into the fick man's room. 
Upon the fight of Sir Philip, he feemed in 
great agitation* — ^Am I not allowed to fpeak 
with my own fervant, faid he ? — Yes, Sir, 
yon may ; but not without witnefles. — Then 

I am a prifoncr, it fe^ns ?— No, not fo, Sir; 

but 
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btit JE^iiie cautu>nt is necdTary at prdEmt : 
But oonpolb yobrfelf, I do ndt wifh for 3^ur 
death.''-*-Then.vrii7Tlidy6a itdcit} I never 
injured jrpiu-^YeSy you have, in: the perfon 
of my £riead; ; and I am idiily. thk isAiruikient 
of juftiixin th'ehand'Of^Heayett; eiicfebt^r 
to make aton^tnent while life is fpared to 
you.-^Sball I feiul the prieft to you } periiaps 
he may convince you of the fieceffity of le* 
ftitution, in order to obtain forgivenefs of 
yonr fins. 

Sir Philip fbnt for the prieft and the fur^ 
geon, and oUiged the fervaxit t^ letire wlA 
him. I leave yoU) &, to^ ^ care of thefe 
ge n ti en ien ^ «nd ^i^tenerer a dihNl perfcMi 16 
ttdnsxtted, I vriil be his attendant : I wiliviiit 
you again xrithin an hour* He then retifed> 
and conlidted his friends below ; they w^e 
of opinimi that no tithe flkHild be loft. — You 
will then, faid he> accompany me into th^ 
fick man's apartment in an hour's time. 

Within tiie hour, Sir Philip, attended by 
Lord Clifford and Lord Graham, entered the 
diamber. Lord Lovel was in grea<t^$NqKJ||ni ; 
ifae prieft ftood on one fide 4if the^^cfqpthe 
iisrgeon on the olher ; the former exhorted 
to a»)fe(s his fins, die <<^ier 4eiired he 

might 
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might be left to his repofe. Lord Lovel 
fecmed in great anguiOi of mind ; he trem- 
Ucd. and was in ithe utmoft confiiCon. Sir 
Philip entreated him, with the piety of a 
confe(for,'to confider his foul's health before 
^t of his body. He then aiked Sir Philip, 
by what n>eans- he knew that he was concern- 
ed in the death of his kihfmah ? — Sir, replied 
he, it was not merely by human means this 
fadl wa3 difcoyered. ' There is a>ceiitain' apart- 
ment in the Caftle of Lovel, that, has been 
ihut up thefe 9n<^-and-twenty years, but has 
lately^ iNeen opeaot^^ and examined itito.. , 

Oh Heaven!. exc]^aixi€;4 he,. thcniGeoffry 
.muithaye |>^trayed n^<e!— ^No, Sir^ he haS noi^ 
it *w5aS r^ealed in a very extribrdiniry inah* 
ner to .that yotith whom it mpft concerns. — 
How can he be the heir of Lovel ?-^By being 
the fon of .that unfortunate wonun, whom 
you criJelly obliged to leave her own houfe^ 
to avoid being coinpelled towed the murderer 
of htt hufband : we are not ignorant, more- 
ovjcr, pf.th.e fiditioUs fune/al you made for 
her. All is difcdvered, and you will not tell 
us any more than we know already ; but we 
defire to have it confirngied by your confeffion. 
^rThe judgments of Heaveft are falling upon 

me! 
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me ! faid Lord Lovel. I am childlefs, and 
one is arifen from the grave to claim my in- 
heritance. — Nothing then hinders you to do 
juftice and make reftitution ; it is for the eafe 
of your confcience ; and you have no other 
way of making atonement for allthemifchief 
you have done. — ^You know too much, faid 
the criminal, and I will relate what you do 
not know. 

You may remember, proceeded he, that I 
faw you once at my uncle's houfe ? — I well 
remember it. — At that time my mifid was 
difhirbed by the baleful paflion of envy ; it 
was from that root all my bad adions 
fprung. — Praife be to God ! faid the good 
prieft ; he hath touched your heart with true 
contrition, and you fhew the eSe& of his 
mercies ; you will do juftice, and you will 
be rewarded by the gift of repentance unto 
falvation. Sir Philip deiired the penitent 
to proceed. 

My kinfinan excelled me in every kind of 
merit, in the graces of perfon and mind, in 
all his exercifes, and in every accomplifli- 
ment. I was totally eclipfed by him, and I 
hated to be in his company ; but what finiOi* 
cd my averfion, was his ad^reffiiig the lady 

upoA 
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iipon whom I had fixed my a&flions : I 
ftrove to rival him there, but ihe gave hhn 
die picfeience ; tiiat, mdeed, was cmfy his 
due ; but I could iM bear to fee, or ac* 
knowledge tt« 

The moft bitter hatred took pofleffion of 
my breaft, aad I vowed to tevenge the fup- 
{>ofed iiijury as foon as opportuatty fhouU 
offer. I buried my refentment deep in my 
hearty and oiitwardty appeared to rejoioe at 
hts fuccefs ^ I made a merit of refigntag my 
{Mretenfions to him> but i could not bear to be 
prefent at his nuptials : I retired to my fa- 
ther's feat, and brooded <wer my revenge in 
Stcret. My father died this year, and ibon 
alter my undie followed him ; within another 
5«ar my kinfman was fammoned to attend 
the king on his Wellh expedition. 

As ibon as I heafd be was gone from 
httne, I refobed to prevent 'faisTetiirQ, exr 
ulting in the profped of pofTeiling his tille, 
fortune, and his Lady. I hired tnefiengers, 
who were coliflantly going and coming to 
give me intelltgence of all that pafifed at 
Aie <:afl3e; I weitf there feon after, tinder 
in^e^nce of vifiting my kinfman. My fptes 
brought me an Account of all that hap- 
pened i 
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pened ; one informed me of the erent of the 
battle, but could not tell whether my rira) 
was living or dead ; I hoped the latter, that 
I might avoid the crime t meditated i I re- 
ported his death to his Lady, who took it 
very heavily. 

Soon after a mellenger arrived with tidings 
that he was alive and well, and had obtained 
leave fo return home Immediately* 

I Inftantly difpatched my two emiflaries to 
intercept him on the way. He made fo much 
hafte to return, that he was met within a mile 
of his own caille : he had out-rode his fer-* 
vants, and was alone : They killed him, and 
drew him afide out of the highway. They 
then came to me with all fpeed, and defired 
my orders ; it w« then about jfunfet : I fent 
them back to fetch the dead bodyi whidi they 
brought privately into the caille : They tied 
it neck and heels, and put it into a trunks 
which they buried under the floor in the 
clofet you mentioned. The fight of the 
body ftung me to the heart ; I then felt the 
pangs of remorfe, but it was too late: I took 
every precaution that prudence fuggefted to 
prevent the difcovery ; but nothing can bo 
concealed from the eye of Heaven. 

From 
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From that fatal hour I have never known 
peace, always in fear of fomething impending 
to difcover my guilt, and to bring me to 
Ihame : at length I am overtaken by juftice. 
I am brought to a fevere reckoning here, and 
I dread to meet one more fevere hereafter. 

Enough, faid the prieft ; you have done a 
good work, my fon ! truft in the Lord ; and 
now this burden is off your mind, the reft 
will be made eafy to you. 

Lord Lovel took a minute's repofe^ and 
then went on. — ^I hope by the hint you gave, 
Sir Philip, the poor Lady is yet alive ? — ^No, 
Sir, fhe is not : but fhe died not till after {he 
brought forth a fon, whom Heaven made its 
inftruinent td difcover and avenge the death 
of both his parents. — ^They are well avenged! 
(aid he. I have no children to lament for me; 
all mine have been taken from me in the 
bbom of youth ; only one daughter lived to 
be twelve years old; I intended her for a wife 
for one of my nephews, but within three 
months I have buried her. He fighed, wept, 
aiid was iilent. 

The gentlemen prefent lifted up their hands 
and eyes to Heaven in filence. The will of 
Heaven be obeyed ! faid the prieft. My pe- 
nitent 
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nitent has confefled all : what more would 
you require? — ^Thathe make atonement, faid 
Sir Philip ; that he furrender the title and 
eftate to the right heir, and difpofeof hisown 
proper fortune to his neareft relations, and 
refign himfelf to penitence and preparation 
for a future ftate. For this time I leavp him 
with you, father, and will join my prayers 
with yours for his repentaoce. 

So faying, he left the room, and was fol- 
lowed by the Barons and the furgeon ; the 
prieft alone remaining with him. As foon as 
they were out of hearing, Sir Philip queftion- 
ed the furgeon concerning his patient's fitua- 
tion ; who anfwered, that at priefent he faw 
no figns of immediate danger, but he could 
not yet pronounce that there was none : if he 
were mortally wounded, faid he, he could not 
be fo well, nor fpeak fo long without faint- 
nefs ; and it is my opinion that he will foon 
recover^ if nothing happefts to retard the cure. 
Then,- (aid Sir Philip, keep this opinion from 
him ; for I would fuffer the fear of death to 
operate on him until he hath performed fome 
neceflary aSs of juftice : Let it only be 
known to thefe noblemen, upon whofe honour 
I can rely, and I truft they will approve my 

requeft 
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requeft to you. Sir. — I join in it, laid Lord 
Clifford, from the faioj& motives. — I infift 
upon it, faid Lord Graham ; and I can an- 
fwcr for my furgeon's difcreticm. — ^My Lords» 
fatd the furgeon, you may depend on my fide-* 
Hty ; and, after what I have juft heard, my 
confcience is engaged in this noble gentle- 
man's behalf, and I will do every thing in my 
power to fecood your intentions..---I thank 
you, Sir, faid Sir Philip, and you may de« 
,pend on my gratitude in return. I prefum^ 
you will fit up with him to night ; if any 
danger ihould arife, I deiire to be called im-* 
mediately; but, otherwife, I wpuld fufferhim 
to reft quietly: that he may be prepared for 
the bufinefs of the following day. — I ihall 
obey your direftions. Sir ; my neceflary at- 
tendance will give me a pretence not to leave 
hioji, and thus I ihall hear all that pafles be- 
tween him And all that vilit him* — ^You will 
oblige me highly, (aid Sir Philip, and I ihall 
go to reil ^ith confidence in your care. 

The furgeon returned to the fick man's 
chamber. Sir Philip and the Barons to the 
company below : they fupped in the great 
hall, with all the gentlemen that were prefent 
at the C(»nbat* Sir Philip and bis Edmund 

retired 
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retired to their repofe^ being heartily fatigued ; 
and the company flayed to a late hour, com- 
menting upon the adlion of the day, praifing 
the courage and generofity of the noble 
Knight, and wiihing a good event to his un- 
dertaking. 

Moft of Lord Lovel's friends went away as 
foon as they faw him fafely lodged, being 
alhamed of him, and of their appearance in 
his behalf; and the few that flayed were in* 
duced by their defire of a further information 
of the bafe a&ion he had committed, and to 
juflify their own charafters and conduft. 

The next morning Sir Philip entered into 
confultation with the two Barons, on the me* 
thods he fhould take to get Ekimund received 
and acknowledged as heir of the houfe of 
Lovel. They were all of opinion, that the 
criminal fhould be kepi in fear till he had 
fettled his worldly affairs, and they had re- 
folved how to difpofe of him. . With this de- 
termination they entered his room, and in- 
quired of the furgeon how he had pafTed the 
night? He fhook his head, and faid but 
little. 

Lord Lovel deflred that he might be re- 
moved to his own houfe. Lord Graham 

I faid, 
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faid, he could not confent to that, as there was 
evident danger in removing him ; and ap- 
pealed to the furgeon, w^ho confirmed his opi- 
nion. Lord Graham defired he would make 
himfelf eafy, and that he fhould have every 
kind of afliftance there. 

Sir Philip then propofed to fend for the 
Lord Fitz-Owen who would fee that all pof- 
fible care was taken of his brother-in-law, 
and would aflift him in fettling his affairs. 
Lord Lovel was againft it ; he was peevifli 
and uneafy, and difired to be left with only 
his own fervants to attend him. Sir Philip 
quitted the room with^ figriificant look ; and 
the two lords endeavoured to reconcile him 
to his fituation. He interrupted them. — It is 
eafy for men in your fituation to advife, but 
it is difficult for one in mine to pra£Ufe; 
wounded in body and mind, it is natural that 
I fliould flrive to avoid the extremes of (hame 
and punifhment: I thank you for your kind 
offices, and beg I may be left with my own 
fervants — With them, and the furgeon, you 
fhall, faid Lord Graham ; and they both 
retired. 

Sir Philip met them below.*— My Lords, 
faid he> I am defir ous that my Lord Fitz- 
Owen 
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Owen fliould be fent for, and that he may 
hear his brother's confeffion: for I fufpeft 
that he may hereafter deny, what only the 
fear of death has extorted from him : with 
your permiflion, I am determined to fend 
meffengers to-day. They both expreffed ap- 
probation, and Lord Clifford propofed to 
write to him, faying, a letter from an im- 
partial perfon will have the more weight : I 
will fend one of my principal domeftics with 
your own. This meafure being refolved 
upon. Lord Clifford retired to write, and Sir 
Philip to prepare his fervants for inftant de* 
parture. Edmund defired leave to write to 
father Ofwald, and John Wyatt was ordered 
to be the bearer of his letter. When the Lord 
Clifford had finiflied his letter, he read it to 
Sir Philip and his chofen friends, as follows : 
'* Right Hon. my good Lord, 
** I have taken upon me to acquaint your 
** Lordfhip, that there has been a folemn 
** combat at arms between your brother-in- 
** law, the Lord Lovel, and Sir Philip Har- 
** clay, Knt. of Yorkfhire. It was fought in 
'* the jurifdiftion of the Lord Graham, who, 
** with myfelf, was appointed judge of the 
** field ; it was fairly won, and Sir Philip is 

I 2 << the 
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*^ the conquaror. After he had gained the 
*^ vidory, he declared at large the caufe of 
'< the quarrel, and that he had revenged the 
<* death of Arthuf Lord Lovel, his friend, 
^* whom the prefent Lord Lovel had aflaffi* 
** nated, that he might enjoy his title and 
** eftate. The wounded man confeiled the 
^< fa£l : and Sir Philip gave him his life, 
♦* and only carried off his fword as a trq>hy 
<• of his viftory. Both the viSor and the 
** vanquifhed were conveyed to Lord Gra- 
<* ham's Caftle, where the Lord Lovel now 
** lies in great danger. He is dedrous to 
** fettle his worldly affairs, and to make his 
** peace with God and man. Sir Philip Har- 
** clay fajrs, there is a male heir of the houTe 
*^ of Lovel, for whom he claims the title and 
** eftate ; but he is very defirous that your 
*^ Lordfliip ihould be prefent at the difpofal 
<* of your brother's property, that of right be- 
** longs to him, of which your children are 
^* the undoubted heirs: He alfb wants to 
^< confult you in many other points of ho- 
^< nour and equity. Let me intreat you, on 
^< the receipt of this letter, to fet out iornie- 
<* diately for Lord Graham's Caftle, where 
^* you will be received with the utmoft re* 

" fpea 
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" fped and hofpitality. You will hear 
" things that will furprtfe you as much as 
^* they do me ; you will judge of them with 
** that juftice and honour which fpeaks your 
^* charader ; and you will unite with us in 
^ wondering at the ways of Providence, and 
<< fubipitting to its decrees, in puntihing the 
** guilty, and doing juftice to the innocent 
" and oppreiled. My heft wiflies and prayers 
** attend you and your hopeful family. My 
** Lord, I remain your humble fervant, 

"Clifford." 

Every one prefent exprefled the higheft ap« 
probation of this letter. Sir Philip gave 
orders to John Wyatt to be very circumfpeft 
in his behaviour, to give Edmund's letter pri- 
vately to father Ofwald, and to make no 
mention of him, or his pretenfions to Lovel 
CMe. 

Lord Cliilbrd gave his fervant the requifite 
precautions. Lord Graham added a note of 
invitation, and fent- it by a fervant of his 
own.— As foon as all'things were ready,* the 
meflengers fet out with all fpeedforthe Caftle 
of Lovel. 

1 3 They 
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They flayed no longer by the way than to 
take fome refreflimq;it, but rode night and 
day till they arrived there. 

Lord Fitz-Owen was in the parlour with 
bis children, Father Ofwald was walking in 
the avenue before the houfe, when,, he faw 
three meffengers, whofe horfes feemed jaded, 
and the riders fatigued, like men come a long 
journey » He came up, juft as the firft had 
delivered his meflage to the porter. John 
Wyatt knew him, he difmounted, and made 
figns that he had fomething to fay to him ; 
he retired back a few ftepsj and John, with 
great dexterity, flipped a letter into his hand. 
The father gave him his blefling, and a wel- 
come — Who do you come from? faid he 
aloud.— From the Lords Graham and Clifford, 
to the Lord Fitz-Owen ; and we bring letters 
of confequence to the Baron. 

Ofwald followed the meflengers into the 
hall, a fervant announced their arrival. Lord 
Fitz-Owen received them in the parlour: 
Lord CliSbrd's fervant delivered his mafter's 
letter^ Lord Graham's his, ^d they faid they 
would retire and wait his Lordfliip's anfwer. 
The Baron ordered them fome refrefliment. 
They retired, and he opened his letters: He 

read 


A GOTHIC STORr. . fSy 

read them with gr^at agitations, heftmck hiis 

hand upon his heart, \\p exclaimed My 

fears are all verified ! the blow is ftruck, and 
it has fallen upon the guilty. 

Ofwald came in a mii\ute after. — You are 
come ia good time, faid the Baron. Read 
that letter, that my children may know the 
contents. He read it with faultering voice, 
and trembling limbs. They were all in great 
furprife. William looked down, and kept a 
fludied filence. Sir Robert exclaimed — Is it 
poffible ? can my uncle be guilty of fuch an 
a(£tion — ^You hear, faid the Baron, he has 
confefled it! — But to whom? faid Sir Ro- 
bert. — ^His father replied, Lord Clifford's 
honour is unqueflionable, and I cannot doubt 
what he afHrms. 

Sir Robert leaned his head upon his hand, 
as one loft in thought : at length he feemed 
to awake — My Lord, I have no doubt that 
Edmund is at the bottom of this bufinefs. 
Do you not remember that Sir Philip Har- 
clay long ago promifed him his friendfhipf 
Edmund difappears ; and, foon after, this 
man challenges my Uncle. You know what 
pafled here before his departure; he has fug^ 
gefled this affair to Sir Philip, and inftigated 

I 4 him 
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him to this adion. This is the retarn he 
has made for the favours he has received from 
our family to which he owes every thing.-^ 
Softly, my fon! faid the Baron; let us be 
cautious of refled^g upon Edmund: there 
is a greater han4 in this bufineis. My con- 
jedure was too true : it was in that fatal 
apartment that he was made acquainted with 
thecircumftances of Lord Lovel's death ; he 
was, perhaps, enjoined to reveal them to Sir 
Philip Harclay, the bofom friend of the de- 
ceafed. The myftery of that apartment is 
difclofed, the woe to the guilty is accompUffi- 
ed ; There is no refiedion upon any one : 
Heaven efFeds its purpofes in its owii time 
and manner. I and mine are innocent ; let 
us worfliip and be filent! 

But what do you propofe to do ? faid Sir 
Robert. — ^To return with the meflengers^ an- 
fwered the Baron. I think it highly proper 
that I (hould fee your Uncle, and hear what 
he has to fay : My children are his heirs ; in 
Juftice to them, I ought to be acquainted with 
every thing that concerns the difpofal of his 
fortune. — ^Your Lordfhlp is in die right, an* 
fwered Sir Robert, it concerns us all. I have 
only to a(k your permiffion to b«ur you com* 

pany.— 
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pany. — ^With all my heart, faid the Baron : 
I have only to aflc of you in return, that you 
will command yourfelf, and not fpeak your 
mind hailily ; wait for the proofs before you 
give judgment, and take advice of your rea^ 
fon before you decide upon any thing ; if you 
refleft upon the part, you will find reafon to 
diftrufl yourfelf. Leave alt to me, and be 
aflured I will protedl your honour and my 
own. — I will obey you in all things, my 
Lord ; and will make immediate preparation 
for our departure. So faying, he left the 
room. 

As foon as he was gone, Mr. William 
broke filence. — My Lord, faid he, if you have 
no great objedion, I beg leave alfoto accom- 
pany you both. — You fhall, my fon, if you 
defire it; I think I can fee your motives, 
and your brother's alfo ; your coolnefs wHI 
be a good balance to his warmth : You fhalT 
go with us. My fon Walter fhall be his 
fifter's prote&or in our abfence, and he (hall 
be mafter here till we return. — I hope, my 
dear father, that will not be long; I (hall 
not be happy till you conie home, faid the 
fair Emma. — It {hall be no longer, my dear- 
eft, than till this untoward affair is fettled. 

1 5 The 
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The Baron defired to know when the meffen- 
gers were expe£led ta return. Ofwald took 
this opportunity to retire ; he went to his 
own apartment^ and read the letter, as fol- 
lows: 

" The Heir of Lovel, to his dear and re- 
" verend friend, father Ofwald. 

** Let- my friends at the Caftle of Lovel 
** know that I live in hopes one day to fee 
" them there. If you could, by ^ny means, 
** return with the meflengers, your tefti- 
" mony would add weight to mine; perhaps 
'* you might obtain permiflion to attend the 
'* Baron : I leave it to you to manage this. 
** John Wyatt will inform you of all that 
" hajs pafl'ed here, and that hitherto my fuc- 
^* cefs has outrun my expeflation, and, al- 
" moft, my wiflies. I am in the high road 
" to my inheritance ; and truft that the 
** Power who hath conduced me thus far 
** will not le^ve his work unfiniflied. Tell 
*' my beloved William, that I live, and hope 
'* to embrace him before long. I recom- 
" mend myfelf to your holy prayers and 
*' bleiCng, and remain your fon and fervant, 

" Edmund." 

Ofwald 
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Ofwald then went to the meffengers ; he 
drew John Wyatt to a diftance from the reft, 
and got the information he wanted : he ftayed 
with him till he was fent for by the Baron, 
to whom he went direSly and prevented his 
queftionSy by faying, — I have been talking 
with the meffengers: I find they have tra- 
velled night and day to bring the letters with 
all fpeed ; they only require one night *s left, 
and will be ready to fet out with you to- 
morrow. — *Tis well, faid the Baron ; we will 
fet out as foon as they are ready. — My Lord, 
faid Ofwald, I have a favour to beg of you ; 
it is, that I may attend you : I have feen the 
progrefs of this wonderful difcovery, and I 
have a great defire to fee the conclufion of it ; 
perhaps my prefence may be of fervice in the 
courfe of your bufinefs. — Perhaps it may, 
faid the Baron; I have no objedion, if you 
defire to go. — They then feparated, and went 
to prepare for their journey. 

Ofwald had a private interview with Jo- 
feph, whom he informed of all that he knew, 
and his refolution to attend the Baron in his 
journey to the north. — I go, faid he, to bear 
witnefs in behalf of injured innocence: if it 
be needful, I ihall call upon you ; therefore 

I 6 hold. 
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hold yourfelf in readinefs in cafe you ihould 
be fent for. — ^That I will, faid Jofeph, and 
fpend my laft remains of life and (Irength, to 
help my young Lord to his right and title ; 
hut do they not begin to fufpefl who is the 
Heirof Lovel!— Not in the leaft, faid Of- 
wald ; they think him* concerned io the dif- 
covery» but have no idea of his being intc- 
refted in the event. — Oh, father! faid Jofeph, 
I (hall think every day a week till you re^ 
turn ; but I will no longer keep you from 
your repofe. — Good night, faid Ofwald; but 
I have another vifit to pay before I go to reft. 
He left Jofeph, and went on tip-toe to Mr. 
William's room, and tapped at his door; he 
came and opened it. — ^What news, father? — 
Not much ; I have only orders to tell you that 
Edmund is well, and as much your friend as 
ever. — I guefled, faid William* tiiat we (houU 
.hear fomething of him: I have fttil another 
gue(s. — ^What is that, my child? — ^That we 
ihall fee or hear of him where we are going. 
— It is very likely, ikid Ofwald ; and I would 
have you be prepared for it: I am confident 
we (hall hear nothing to his difcredSk — I am 
certain of that, faid William, and I ihall re* 
joice to fee him: I conclude that he is under 

the 


A GOTHIC STORY. 193 

the protedion of Sir Philip Harday.-^He is 
to, faid Ofwald ; I had my information from 
Sir Philip's fervant, who is one of the mefp 
fengersy and was guide to the others in their 
way hither. After fome further converfation 
they feparatedy and each went to his repofe. 

The next morning the whole party fet out 
on their journey; they travelled by eafy 
ftages on account of the Baron's healthy 
which began to be impaired, and arrived in 
health and fpirits at the Caille of Lord Gra- 
ham, where they were received with the ut« 
moft refpeft and kindnefs by the noble 
Mafter. 

The Lord Lovel had recovered his health 
and ftrength as much as poffible in the time, 
and was impatient to be gone from thence to 
bis own houfe. He was furprifed to hear of 
the arrival of his brother and nephews, and 
exprefled no pleafure at the thoughts of fee-* 
ing .them. When Sir Philip Harclay came 
to pay his refpeds to Baron Fitz-Owen, the 
latter received him with civility, but with a 
coldnefs that was apparent. Sir Robert left 
the room, doubting his refolution. Sir Philip 
advanced, and took the Baron by the hand* 
«--My Lord, faid he, I rejoicb to fee you here. 

I cannot 
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I cannot be fatisfied with the bare civilities 
of fuch a man as you. I afpire to your 
efteem, to your friendfliip^ and I (hall not be 
happy till I obtain them. I will make you the 
judge of every part of my conduct,, and where 
you fhall condemn me, B will condemn* 
myfelf. 

The Baron was foftened> his noble heart 
felt its alliance with its counterpart, but he 
thought the fituation of his brother demanded 
ibme referve towards the man who fought his 
life ; buty in fpite of hin^felf, it wore off«very 
moment. Lord Cliilbrd related all that had 
pafled, with the' due regard to Sir Philip's 
honour ;. he remarked how nobly he con- 
cealed the caufe of his refentment againft the 
Lord Lovel till the day of combat, that he 
might not prepoffefs the judges againft him. 
He enlarged on his humanity to the van- 
quiflied, on the defire he exprefled to have 
juftice done to his heirs; finally, he mention- 
ed his great refped for the Lord Fitz-Owen, 
and the folicitude he (hewed to have him 
come to fettle the eftate of the fick man in fa- 
vour of his children. Lord Clifford alfo em- 
ployed his fon to foften Sir Robert, and to 

explain 
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explain to him every doubtful part of Sir 
Philip's behaviour. 

After the travellers had taken fome reft, the 
Lord Graham propofed that they (hould make 
a vifit to the fick man's chamber. The Lords 
fent to acquaint him they were coming to vifit 
him, and they followed the meflenger. The 
Lord Fitz-Owen went up to the bedfide ; he 
embraced his brother with ftrong emotions of 
concern ; Sir Robert followed him ; then 
Mr. William. Lord Lovel embraced them, 
but faid nothing ; his countenance fhewed his 
inward agitations. — Lord Fitz-Owen firft 
broke filence. — I hope, faid he, I fee my bro- 
ther better than I expe&ed. — Lord Lovel bit 
his fingers, he pulled the bed-clothes, he feem- 
ed almoft diftradled ; at length he broke out 
— I owe no thanks to thofe who fent for my 
relations ! Sir Philip Harclay, you have ufed 
ungcneroufly the advantage you have gained 
over me! you fpared my life, only to take a- 
way my reputation. You have expofed me to 
ftrangers ; and, what is worfe, to my deareft 
friends: when I lay in a ftate of danger, you 
obliged me to fay any thing, and now you 
take advantage of it, to ruin me in my friends 

affection: 
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aSbdion: But^ if I recover, you may re^ 
pent it. 

Sir Philip then came forward. — ^My Lords, 
I fhall take no notice of what this unhappy 
man has juft now faid; I (hall appeal to you, 
as to the honourable witnefles of all that has 
pafled : You fee it was no more than necef- 
fary. I appeal to you for the motives of my 
treatment of him, before, at, and after our 
meeting' I did not take his life, as I might 
have done ; I wifhed him to repent of his 
lins, and to make reftitution of what he ub« 
juftly pollefles. I was called out to do an aft 
ofjuftice; I had taken the heir of Lovel 
under my protedion, my chief view was to 
fee juftice done to him; what regarded this 
man was but a fecondary motive. This was 
my end, and I will never, never loofe fight 
of it. 

Lord Lovel feemed almoft choaked with 
palfion, to fee every one giving ibme marks 
of approbation and refpeft to Sir Philip. Ho 
called out, — I demand to know who is this 
pretended heir, whom he brings out to claim 
my title and fortune ? — My noble auditors, 
faid Sir Philip, I ihall appeal to your judg- 
ment, ill regard to the proofs of my ward's 

birth 
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Urth and family; every circumftance fhall be 
tftid before, you, and you (hall decide upon 
them. 

Here is a young man fuppofed the fon of a 
peafanty who, by a train of circumftances 
that could not have happened by human con* 
trivances, difcovers not only who were his 
real parents, but that they came to untimely 
deaths. He even difcovers the diilerent places 
where their hemes are buried, both out of con* 
fecrated ground, and appeals to their afhes for 
the truth of his pretenficms. He has alfo liv* 
ing proofs to offer, that will convince the 
mod incredulous. I have deferred entering 
into particulars, till the arrival of Baron Fitx- 
Owen; I know his noble heart and honour- 
able character, from one that has long been an 
eye-witnefs of his goodnefs; fuch is the opi* 
nion I have of his juftice, that I will accept 
him as one of the judges In his brother's caufe. 
I and my ward will bring our proofs before 
him, and the company here prefent; in th^ 
courfe of them, it will appear that he is the 
foeft qualified of any to judge of them, be* 
caufe be can afcertain many of the faAs we 
Ihall have occaHon to mention: I will reft 
our caufe upon their decifion. 

Lord 
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. Lord Graham applauded Sir Philip's appeal 
affirming his own inipartiality, and calling 
upon Lord Clifford and his fon, and alfo his 
own nephews who were prefent. Lord Clif- 
ford faidy Sir Philip offers fairly^ and like 
himfelf ; thiere can be no place nor perfons 
more impartial than the prefent, and I prefuihe 
the Lord Lovel can have no objeSion. — ^No 
objeflion! anfwered he; what, to be tried 
like a criminal, to have judges appointed over 
me, to decide upon my right to my own eftate 
and title ? I will not fubmit to fuch a jurif- 
dlAion ! — Then, faid Sir Philip, you had ra- 
ther be tried by the laws of the land, and 
have them pronounce fentence upon youi 
Take your choice. Sir; if you refufe the one, 
you (hall be certain of the other. Lord Clif- 
ford then faid, — You will allow Lord Lovel 
to confider of the propofal ; he will confult 
his friends, and be determined by their advice. 
Lord Fitz-Owen faid, — I am very much fur- 
prifed at what I have heard. I fhould be glad 
to know all that Sir Philip Harclay has to fay 
for his ward, that I may judge what my bro- 
ther has to hope or fear ; I will then give my 
beft advice, or offer my mediation, as he may 
ftand in need of them. — You fay well, replied 

Lord 
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Lord Graham ; and pray let us come direftly 
tQ the point: Sir Philip, you will introduce 
your ward to this company, and enter upon 
your proofs. 

Sir Philip bowed to the company ; he went 
out and brought in Edmund, encouraging him 
by the way ; he prefented him to Baron Fitz- 
Owen, who looked -very ferious. — Edmund 
Twyford, faid he, are you the heir of the. 
houfe of Lovel ? — I am, my Lord, faid Ed- 
mund, bowing to the ground ; the proofs will 
appear; but I am, at the fame time, the 
muft humble and grateful of all your fer-* 
vants, and the fervant of your virtues. Sir 
Robert rofe up, and was going to leave the 
room. — Son Robert, flay, faid the Baron: If 
there is any fraud, you will be pleafed to de- 
ted it, and if all that is affirmed be true, you 
will not fhut your eyes againfl the light ; you 
are concerned in this bufinefs: hear it in 
filence, and let reafon be arbiter in your 
caufe. He bowed to his father, bit his lip, 
and retired to the window. William nodded 
to Edmund, and was filent. All the com- 
pany had their eyes fixed on the young man, 
who flood in the midfl, cafling down his eyes 
withmodefl refpe£l to the audience: while 

Sir 
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Sir Philip related all the tiiaterial circum* 
ftances of his life^ the wonderful gnAztion 
by which he came to the knowledge df his 
birth, the adventures of the haunted apart- 
ment, the difcovery of the fatal clofet, and 
the prefumptive proofs that Lord Lovel was 
buried there. At this part of his narration. 
Lord Fitz-Owen interrupted him. — ^Where 
is this clofet you talk of; for I and my font 
went over the apartment fince Edmund's de- 
parture, and found no fuch place as you de- 
fcribe. — My Lord, faid Edmund, I can ac- 
count for itt the door is covered with tape« 
ftry, the fame as the room, and you might 
eafily overlook it; but I have. a witnefshere 
faid he, and putting his hand into his bofom. 
He drew out the key. If this is not the key 
of that clofet, let me be deemed an impoftor, 
and all I fay a falfehood ; I will riik my pre« 
tenfions upon this proof. 

And for what purpofe did you take it away i 
faid the Baron. — ^To prevent any perfon from 
going into it, replied Edmund ; I have vowed 
to keep it till I fliall open that clofet before 
witneffes appointed for that purpofe. — Pro- 
ceed, Sir, faid the Baron Fttz-Owen. — Sir 
Hiilip then related the convorfation between 

Edmund 
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Edmund and Margery Twyford, his fup- 
pofed mother. — Lord Fitz-Owen feemed in 
the utmoft furprize : He exclaimed — Can this 
be true? ftrangedifcovery! unfortunate child I 
—Edmund's tears bore witnefs to his vera* 
city ; he was obliged to hide his face, he lifted 
up his clafped hands to heaven, and was in 
great emotions during all this part of the 
relation; while Lord Lovel groaned, and 
feemed in great agitation. 

Sir Philip then addxefled himfelf to Lord 
Fitz-Owen. My Lord, there was another 
perfon prcfent at the converfation between 
E^dmund and his fofter-mother, who can wit- 
nefs to all that paiTed ; perhaps your Lord* 
ihip can tell who that was ? — It was father 
Ofwald, replied the Baron ; I well remember 
that he went with him at his requeft; let him 
be called in. He was fent for, and came im> 
mediately. The Baron defired him to relate 
all that pafTed between Edmund and his 
mother. 

Ofwald then began. Since I am now pro- 
perly called upon to teitify what I know con* 
cerning this young man, I will fpeak the 
truth, without fear or favour of any one; 
and I will fwoar by the rules of my holy 

order, 
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order> to the truth of what I fliall relate. He 
then gave a particular account of all that 
paiTed on that occafion, and mentioned the 
tokens found on both the infant and his mo- 
ther. — Where are thofe tokens to be fcen? 
faid the Lord Clifford. — I have them here, 
my Lordy faid Edmund, and I keep them as 
my greateft treafures. He then produced 
them before all the company. — There is no 
appearance of any fraud or coUufion, faid 
Lord Graham ; if any man thinks he fees 
any, let him fpeak, — Pray, my Lord, fuffer 
me to fpeak a word, faid Sir Robert. Do you 
remember that I hinted my fufpicions con- 
cerning father Ofwald, the night our kinf- 
men lay in the eaft apartment ? — I do, faid 
the Baron. — ^Well, Sir, now it appears that he 
did know more than he would tell us ; you 
find he is very deep* in all Edmund's fecrets, 
and you judge what were his motives for 
undertaking this journey. — I obferve what 
you fay, anfwered his father, but let us hear 
all that Ofwald has to fay: I will be as im- 
partial as poflible. — My Lord, returned Of- 
wald, I beg you alfo to recolleft what I faid, 
on the night your fon fpeaks of, concerning 
fecrecy in certain matters. — I remember that 

alfo, 
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alfo, faid the Baron; but procfia$.i— My 
Lord, continued Ofwald, I knew more than 
I thought myfelf at liberty to difclofe at that 
time ; but I will now tell you every thing. 
I faw there was fomethingmore than common 
in the accidents that befell this young man, 
and in his being called out to fleep in the 
eaft apartment ; I earneftly defired him to let 
me be with him on the fecond night, to 
which he confented reluftantly ; we heard a 
great noife in the rooms underneath ; we went 
down ftairs together; I faw him open the 
fatal clofet> I heard groans that pierced me 
to the heart, I kneeled down and prayed for 
the repofe of the fpirit departed ; I found a 
feal, with the arms of Lovel engraven upon 
it, which I gave to Edmund, and he now has 
it in his poffeflion: He enjoined 'me to keep 
fecret what I had feen and heard, till the 
time fliould come to declare it. I conceived 
that I was called to be a witnefs of thefe 
things ; befides, my curiofity was excited to 
know the event; I, therefore, defired to be 
prefent at the interview between him and his 
mother, which was efFeSing beyond expref- 
fion: I heard what I have now declared as 
nearly as my memory permits me. I hope 

no 
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no impartial perfon will blame me for any part 
of my condud ; but if they ihould, I do not re* 
pent it : If I ihoidd forfeit the favour of the 
rich and great, I (hall have acquitted myfelf to 
<jod and my confcience. I have no worldly 
endstoanfwer; I plead the caufe of the injured 
orphan ; and I think, alfo, that I fecond the 
defigns of Providence. — You have well 
fpoken, father, faid die Lord CliiFord; your 
teflimony is indeed of confequence. 

It is amazing and convincing, faid Lord 
Graham ; and the whole ftory is fo well con* 
nedled, that I can fee nothing to make Us doubt 
the truth of it : But let us examine the proofs. 
Edmund gave into their hands the necklace 
and ear-rings; he fliewed them the locket 
with the cypher of Lovel, and the feal with 
the arms; he told them the cloak in which 
he was wrapped was in the cuftody of bis 
fofter-mother, who would produce it on de- 
mand. He be^ed that fome proper perfons 
might be commiilioned to go with him to ex- 
amine whether or no the bodies of his parents 
were buried where he affirmed ; adding, that 
he put his pretenfions into their hands with 
pleafure, relying entirely upon their honour 
and juftice. 

During 
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During this interefting fcene^ the criminal 
Covered his face^ and was filent, but he fent 
forth bitter fighs and groans that denoted thd 
anguifh of his heart. At length. Lord Gra- 
ham, in compaffion to him, ptopot^ tiiat they 
fhould retire and confider of the proofs; add- 
ingy Lord Lovei mud needs be fatigued ; we 
will refume the fubjeft in his prefence, when 
he is difpofed to receive us. Sir Philip Har- 
clay approached the bed: Sir> faid he, I now 
leave you in ^e hands of your own relations ; 
they are men of RriSt honour, and I confide 
in them to take care of you, and of your con- 
cerns. They then went out of the room^ 
leaving only the Lord Fitz-Owen and his fbns 
with the criminal. They difcourfed of the 
wonderful ftory of Edmund's birth> and the 
principal events of his life. 

After dinner. Sir Philip requefled anothei" 
^ conference with the Lords, and their principal 
friends* There were pfefent alfoj father Of- 
trald, and Lord Graham^s confeflbr, who had 
taken the Ldtd LoVel's confeflion, Edmund, 
and Zadiiky* Now, gentlemen, faid Sir Phi- 
lip, I dtfite to know your opinion of our 
proofs, and your advice upon them. 

JLord Graham replied^ I am defured to fpeak 

K for 
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for the reft: We think there are ftrohg pre- 
fumptive proofs that this young man is the true 
heir of Lovel ; but they ought to be confirmed 
and authenticated. Of the murder of the late 
Lord there is no doubt ; the criminal hath con- 
f efled ity and the circumftances confirm it ; the 
proofs of his crime are fo connected with thofe 
of the young man's birth, that one cannot be 
public without the. other. We are defirous to 
do}uftice ; and yet are unwilling, for the Lord 
Fitz-O wen's fake, to bring the criminal to pub- 
lic fliame and punifhment. We wifli to find 
out % medium ; we therefore defire Sir Philip 
to make propofals for his ward, and let Lord 
Fitz-O wen anfwer for himfelf and his brother, 
and we will be moderators between them. Here 
every one cxprefled approbation, and called 
upon Sir Philip to make his demands. 
• If, faid he, I were to demand ftrift juftice, 
I fliould not be fatisfied with any thing lefs 
than the life of the criminal ; but I am a 
Chriftian foldier, the difciple of him who came 
into the world to feve finners : for his fake, 
continued he (crofling himfelf) I forego my 
. Revenge, I fpare the guilty : If Heaven gives 
him time for repentance, man ihduld not deny 
it. It is my ward's particular requeft, that 

^ I will 
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' I will not bring fliame upon the houfe of his 
benefador, the Lord Fitz-Owen, for whom 
he hath a filial affeSion and profound venera- 
tion- My propofals are thefe: Firft, that 
the criminal make reftitution of the title and 
eftate, obtained with fo much injuftice and 
cruelty, to the lawful heir, whom he fliall ac- 
knowledge fuch before proper witneffes. Se- 
condly, that he (hall furrender his own lawful 
inheritance and perfonal eftate into the hands 
of the Lord Fitz-Owen, in truft for his fons, 
who are his heirs of blood. Thirdly, that he 
{hall retire into a religious houfe, or elfe quit 
the kingdom in three months time ; and, in 
either cafe, thofe who enjoy his fortune (hall 
allow him a decent annuity, that he may not 
want the comforts of life. By the la(l:, I dif- 
able him from the means of doing further 
mifchief, and enable him to devote the re- 
mainder of his days to penitence. Thefe are 
my propofals, and I give him four-and-twenty 
hours to confider of them ; if he refufes to 
comply with them, I (hall be obliged to pro- 
ceed tofeverer meafures, and to a public profe- 
cution : But the goodnefs of the Lord Fitz- 
Owen bids me expe£i, from his influence 
>;^ith his brother, a compliance with propofals 

K 2 made 
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made oQt <^ refped to his honourable cba* 
tsi&tr. 

Lord Graham applauded the humanity, pru« 
dence, and piety of Sir Philip's propofals. Ho 
enforced them with all his influence and elo^ 
quence. Lord Clifford feconded him ; and the 
reft gave tokens of approbation. Sir Robert 
Fitz-Owen then rofe up — I beg leave to ob-^ 
ferve to the c(xnpany, who are going to diijpofe 
fo generoufly of another man's property, that 
my father purchafed the caftle and eftate of 
the houfe of Lovel : Who is to repay hin^ the 
j;noney for it ? 

Sir Philip then faid, I have alfo a queftion 
to aik. Who is to pay the arrears of my 
ward's eftate, which he has unjuftly been kept 
cut of thefe one-and-twenty years ? Let Lord 
CliiFord anfwer to both points, for he is not 
interefted in either. — Lord CliiFord fmiled— 
I think, returned he, the firft queftion is ain« 
fweredby the fecond, and that the parties con* 
cerned ihould fet one againft the other, efpe<* 
cially as Lord Fitz-Owen'$ children will in- 
herit the fortune, which includes the purchafe-- 
money. Lord Graham faid. This determi* 
nation is both equitable and generous, and I 
hope will anfwer the expectations email fides. 

I have 
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I hzre anodier propofal to make to my Lord 
Fitz-Owen^ faid Sir Philip ; but I (irft wait 
for the acceptance of thofe already made. — 
Lord Fitz*Owen replied^ I (hall report them 
to my brother, and acquaint the company 
with his refolutlon to-morrow. 

They then feparated ; and the Baron> with 
his Tons, returned to the (ick man's chamber: 
there he exhorted his brother, with the piety 
of a confeflbr, to repent of his fins, and make 
atonement for them. He made known Sir 
Philip's propofals, and obferved on the wonn> 
derfiil difcovery of his crime, and the punifh- 
ment that followed it. Your repentance 
continued he, may be accepted, and your 
crime may yet be pardoned: If you continue 
refra^ry, and refufe to make atonement, 
you will draw down upon you a feverer pu- 
jiifhment. The criminal would not confefs; 
and yet could not deny, the truth and jufticc 
of his obfervations. The Baron fpent feveral 
hours in his brother's chamber ; he fent for 
a prieft, who took his confeffion ; and they both 
fat up with him all night, advifing, perfuad- 
ing, and exhorting him to do juftice, and to 
comply with the propofals. He was unwil- 
ling to give up the world, and yet more fo to 
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become the object of public {haxne> difgrace, 
and punifhment. 

The next day Lord Fitz-Owen fummoned 
the company into his brother's chamber,, and 
there declared, in his name, that he accepted 
Sir Philip Harclay's propofals; that, if the 
young man could, as he promifed, dire£t them 
to the places where his parents were buried, 
and if his birth (hould be authenticated by his 
fofter-parents, he fhould be acknowledged the 
heir of the houfe of Lovel. That, to be cer- 
tified of thefe things, they muft commiflion 
proper perfons to go with him for this pur- 
pofe ; and, in cafe the truth ihould be made 
plain, they (hould immediately put him in 
pofTeifion of the Caftle and eftate, in the ftate 
it was. He defired Lord Graham and Lord 
Clifford to chufe the commiffioners, and gave 
Sir Philip and Edmund a right to add to them, 
each, another perfon. 

Lord Graham named the elded fon of Lord 
Clifford ; and the other, in return, named his 
nephew; they alfo chofe the prieft. Lord 
Graham's, confeffor, and the eldefl fon of Ba- 
ron Fitz-Owen, to his great mortification. 
-Sir Philip appointed Mr. William Fitz- 
Owen, 
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Owen, and Edmuiid named father Ofwald"; 
they chofe out the fervants to attend them, 
who were alfo to be witneffes of all that 
fbould pafs. Lord CliiFord propofed to Ba- 
ron Fitz-Owen, that, as foon as the commif- 
fioners were fet out, the remainder, of the 
company ihduld adjourn to his feat in Cum- 
berland, whither Lord Graham fhould be in- 
vited to accompany them, and to flay till this 
affair was decided. After fome debate, this 
was agreed to; and, at the fame time, that 
«the criminal fhould be kept with them till 
every thing was properly fettled. 

Lord Fitz-Owen gave his fon William the 
charge to receive and entertain the commif- 
fioners at the CafUe: But, before they fet out 
Sir Philip had a conference with Lord Fitz- 
Owen, concerning the furrender of the CafHe ; 
in which he infifled on the furniture and Hock 
of the farm, in confideration of the arrears. 
Lord Fitz-Owen flightly mentioned the young 
man's education and expences. Sir Philip 
anfwered, you are right, my Lord, I had 
not thought of this point ; we owe you, 
in this refpeA, more than we can ever repay: 

K 4 But 
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But you know not half the refpeSt and affec- 
tion Edmund bears for you. When reftitu- 
tion of his title and fortune is fully made, his 
happinefs will ftill depend on you. How on 
me? faid the £aron« — Why, he will not be 
happy unlefs you honour him with your no* 
tice and efteem ; but this is not all, I muft hope 
that you will ftill do more for him.-^Indeed, 
laid the Baron, he has put my regard for him 
to a fevere proof; .what further can he ex- 
pe£t from me? — My dear Lord, be not of- 
fended, I have only one more proppfal to mak# 
to you ; if you refufe it, I can allow for you ; 
amd I confefs it requires a greatnefs of mind, 
but not more than you poi&fs, to grant 
it.~Well, Sir, fpeak your demand. — Say ra- 
ther my requeft; it is this cafe: Ceafe to 
look upon Edmund as the enemy of your 
houfe; look upon him as a fon, and make 
him fo indeed — ^How fay you. Sir Philip ? my 
fon! — ^Yes, my Lord, give him your daugh* 
ter: He is already, yojur fon in filial aiFedion; 
your fon William and he are fworn brothers; 
what remains but to make him yourai He 
deferves fuch a parent, you fuch a fon ; and 

yew 
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you will, by this meansj ingraft into your fa« 
mily, the name, title, and eftate of Lovely 
which will be entailed on your pbfterity for 
ever. This offer requires much confideration, 

returnedtheBaron.—^Suffermeto fugged fome 
hints to you, faid Sir Philip. This match is, 
I think, verily pointed out by Providence, 
which hath conducted the dear boy through 
fo many dangers, and brought him within 
view of his happinefs; look on him as tho 
precious relic of a noWc houfe, the fon of my 
deareft friend! or look on hioi as my fon and 
heir^ and let me, as his father, implore you to 
confent to his marriage with your daughter. 
The Baron's heart was touched, he turned 
»way his f>ce, — Oh, Sir Philip Barclay 
what a friend are you ! Why ihould fuch si 
ma© be our enemy?— My Lord, f4id Sir 
Philip, we are not, cannot be enemies ; oujr 
hearts are already allied ; and I am certain w^ 
fliall one day be dear friends. The Baron 
fuppreifed his emotions, but Sir Philip faw 
into his heart. I muft confult my eldeft fon, 
returned he. — Then, replied Sir Philip, I 
fbrefee much difficulty; he is ^prejudiced 
^gainft Edmund, and thinks the reftitution of 
his inheritance an injury to your family: 

K 5 Hereafter 
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Hereafter he will fee this alliance in a diiFerent 
light, and -will rejoice that fuch a brother is 
added to the family; but, at prefent, he 
will fet his face againft it. However, we 
will not defpair; virtue and refolution will 
furmount all obilacles. Let me call in young 
Lovel. 

He brought Edmund to the Baron, and ac- 
quainted him with the propofal he had been 
making in his name, my Lord's anfwers, and 
the objections he feated on the part of Sir 
Robert. Edmund kneeled to the Baron ; he 
took his hand and prefTed it to his lips. Beft 
of men! of parents! of patrons! faid he, I 
will ever be your fon in filial aiFeSion, whe- 
ther I have the honour to be legally fo or 
iiot ; not one of your own children can feel a 
ftronger fenfe of love and* duty. — ^T^U me, 
faid the Baron, do you love my daughter?— 
I do, my Lord, with the mod ardent aiFec- 
tion; I never loved any woman but her; 
and,^ if I am fo unfortunate as to be refufed 
her, I will not marry at all. Oh, my Lord, 
rcjeft not my honeft fuit! Your alliance will 
give me confequence with myfelf, it will ex- 
cite me to aft worthy of the (lation to which 

I am 
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1 am exalted ; if you refufe me, I (hall feem 
an abje£t wretch, difdained by thofe whom 
my heart claims relation to: Your family are 
the whole world to me. Give me your lovely 
daughter ; give me alfo your fon, my beloved 
William ; and let me fhare with them the for-- 
tune Providence beftows upon me : but what 
is title or fortune, if I am deprived of the fo- 
ciety of thofe I love ? 

Edmund, faid the Baron, you have a noble 
friend: but you have spftronger in my heart, 
which I think was implanted there by Heaven 
to aid its own purpofes: I feel a variety of 
emotions of different kinds, and am afraid to 
tnift my own heart with you. But anfwer me 
a queftion ; Are you aflured of my daughter's 
confent ? Have you folicited her favour ? have 
you gained her affeSions ? — Never, my Lord ! 
I am incapable of fo bafe an a^ion : I have 
loved her at an humble diftance ; but, in my 
fituation, I ihould have thought it a violation 
of the laws of gratitude and hofpitality to 
have prefumed to fpeakthe fentiments of my 
heart. — Then you have afted with unquef- 
tionable honour on this, and I muft fay, on 
all other occalions. — Your approbation, my 

K 6 Lord, 
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X/ord> is the firft wi(h of my life : it is the feal 
of my honour and happinefs. 

Sir Philip fmiled : My Lord Fitz-Owcn, I 
am jealous of Edmund's preferable regard for 
you ; it is juft the fame now as formerly. £d* 
mund came to Sir Philip, he threw himfelf into 
his arms, he wept, he was overpowered with 
the feelings of his heart ; he prayed to Heaven 
to ilrengthen his mind, to fupport his inex- 
preflible fenfations, I am overwhelmed with 
obligation! faid he; oh, beft of friends, teach 
me, like you, to make my a&ions fpeak for 
me! — Enough, Edmund, I know your heart, 
and that is my fecurity. My Lord, fpeak to 
him, and bring him to himfelf, by behaving 
coldly to him, if you can. The Baron faid, 
I muft not truft myfelf with you, you make a 
child of me ! I will only add, Gain my fon 
Robert's favour, and be allured of mine: I. 
owe fome refpecSl to the heir of my family ; he 
is brave, honeil, and fmcere ; your enemies 
are feparated from him, you have William's 
influence in your behalf; make one effort, 
and let me know the refult; Edmund kiffed 
his hand in tranfports of joy and gratitude.-— 
I will not lofe a moment, faid he ; I fly to 
obey your commands. 

Edmund 


I 

i 


A GOTHIC STORY. 217 

Edmund went immediately to his friend 
William, and related all that had pafled be* 
tween the Baron, Sir Philip, and himfelf, 
William promifed him his intereft in the 
vrarmeft manner: he recapitulated all that 
had pafled in the Caftle fmce his departure ; 
but he guarded his fifter's delicacy, till it 
ihould be rcfolved to give way to his addrefs* 
They both confulted young Clifford, who 
had conceived an afiedion to Edmund for hi$ 
amiable qualities, and to William for his 
generous friendfliip for him. He promifed 
them his afiiftance, as Sir Robert feemed de« 
iirous to cultivate his friendfhip. Accord- 
ingly, they both attacked him with the whole 
artillery of friendfliip and perfuafiop* Clifford 
urged the merits of Edmund, and the advan- 
tages of his alliance: William enforced hi| 
arguments by a retrofpeft of Edmund's paft 
life: and obferved, that every obftacle thrown 
in his way had brought his enemies to (hame^ 
and increafe of honour to himfelf. — I fay no-» 
thing, continued he, of his noble qualities, 
and affe&ionate heart ; thofe who have been 
Xo many years his companions, can want no 
proofs of it. We know your attachment to 
him, Sir, faid Sir Robert j and, in confe-* 

quence. 
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quince, your partiality. — Nay, replied Wil- 
liam, you are fendble of the truth of my 
aflertions ; and, I am confident, would have 
loved him yourfelf, but for the infinuations 
of his enemies : but if he ihould make good 
his aflertions, even you muft be convinced of 
his veracity. — And you virould have my father 
give him your fitter upon this uncertainty ? — 
'No, Sir, but upon thefe conditions.— But 
fuppofe he does not malce them good? — Then 
I will be of your party, and give up his inte- 
reft. — Very well. Sir; my father may do as 
he pleafes ; but I cannot agree to give my 
fifter to one who has always flood in the way 
of our family, and now turns us out of our 
own houfe, 

I am forry, brother, you fee his pretenfions 
in fo wrong a light ; but if you think there 
is any impofture in the cafe, go with us, and 
be a witnefs of all that pafles. — No, not I ; 
if Edmund is to be mafter of the Caflle, I 
will never more fet my foot in it. — This 
matter, faid Mr. Clifford, muft be Jeft to 
time, which has brought ftrange things to 
pafs. Sir Robert's honour and good fenfe 
will enable him to fubdue his prejudices, and 
to judge impartially. They took leave, and 
went to make preparations for their journey. 

Edm und 
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Edmund made his report of Sir Robert's 
inflexibility to his father, in prefence of Sir 
Philip; whoi again, ventured to urge the 
Baron on his favourite fubjeft. — It becomes 
me to wait for the further proofs, faid hej 
but, if they are as clear as I expeft, I will 
not be inexorable to your wiflies: fay no- 
thing more on this fubjeft till th6 return of 
the commiffioners. They were profufe in 
their acknowledgments of his goodnefs. 
• Edmund took a tender leave of his two 
paternal, friends: — When, faid he, I take 
pofleflion of my inheritance, I muft hope for 
the company of you both to complete my hap- 
pin^fs. — Of me, faid Sir Philip, you may be 
certain ; and, as far as my influence reaches^ 
of the Baron. — He was filent. Edmund at 
Aired them of his conftant prayers for their 
happinefs. 

Soon after, the commiffioners, with Ed- 
mund, fet out for Lovel Caftle ; and the fol- 
lowing day the Lord Clifford fet out for his 
own houfe, with Baron -Fitz-Owen and his 
fon. The nominal Baron was carried with ' 
them, very much againfl his will. Sir Philip 
Harclay was invited to go with them by 
Lord Clifford, who declared his prefence ne- 

cefFary 
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ceflaiy to bring things to a conclufion. They 
alt joined in acknowledging their obligations 
to Lord Graham's generous hofpitality, and 
befought him to accompany them ; at length 
he confented, on condition they would allpw 
him to go to and fro^ as his duty ihould call 

him. 

Lord Clifford received them with the 
greateft hofpitality^ and prefented them to hi» 
Lady^ and three daughters, who were in the 
bloom of youth and beauty. They fpent 
their time very pleafantly, excepting the cri* 
minal> who continued gloomy and referved, 
and declined company. 

In the mean time, the commiifiond^ pro- 
ceeded oa their journey. When they were 
within a day's diftance from the Caftle, Mr* 
William and his fervant put forward, andar'* 
rived feveral hours before the reft, to inakd 
preparations for their reception. His fitter 
and brother received them with open arms, 
and inquired eagerly after the event of the 
journey to the North. He gave them a brief 
account of every thing that had happened to 
their uncle; adding, but this is not all: Sir 
Philip Harclay has brought a young man who 
be pretends is the foa of the lat^ Lord LcfVel, 

and 
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and claims his eftate and title. This perfon I9 
on his journey hither, with feveral others who 
are commiflioned to inquire Into certain par-* 
ticulars, to confirm his pretenficMis: — If he 
make good his claim, my father wiil furrender 
the Caftle and eftate into his hand. — Sir 
Philip and my I<ord have many points to 
fettle; and he has propofed a compromife^ 
that you, my fifteri ought to know, becaufe it 
nearly concerns you. — Me! brother WDliam; 
pray explain yourfclf. — ^Why, he propofei 
that, in lieu of arrears and other expe£la« 
lions, my father fliall give his dear Emma to 
the heir of Lovely in full of all demands.— « 
She changed colour: — Holy Mary! faid (he; 
and does my father agree to his propofal?**^ 
He is not very averfe to it ; but Sir Robert 
refufes his confent: However, I have given 
him my intereft with you. — ^Have you indeed? 
What? a flranger, perhaps an impoftor, who 
comes to turn us out of our dwelling?-^ 
Have patience, my Emma ! lee this young 
man without prejudice, and perhaps you will 
like him as well as I do. — I am furprifed at 
you, William ! — Dear Emma, I cannot bear 
to fee you uneafy. Think of the man who 
of all others you would wiih to fee in a fitua-^ 

tion 
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tion to aik yoy of your father, and expeS to 
fee your wiflies realized. — ImpolTible! faid 
flie! — ^Nothing is impoffible, my dear; let us 
be prudent and all will end happily. You 
muft help me to receive and entertain thcfe 
commiflioners. I expeft a very folemn fcene ; 
but when that is once got over, happier hours 
than the pad will fucceed. We fhall firft 
vifit the haunted apartment ; you, my fifter, 
will keep in your owa till I (hall fend for 
you. I go now to give orders to the fervants* 
He went and ordered them to be in waiting ; 
and himfelf, and his youngeft brother, ftood 
in readinefs to receive them. 

The found of the horn announced the ar- 
rival of the commifiioners ; at the fame in- 
ftant a fudden guft of wind arofe, and the 
outward gates flew open« They entered the 
court-yard, and the great folding>doors into 
the hall were opened without any afliftance« 
The moment Edmund entered the hall, every 
door in the houfe flew open ; the fervants all 
rufhed into the hall, and fear was written on 
their countenances: Jofeph only was un- 
daunted.-^Thefe doors, faid he, open of their 
own account to receive their mafter ! this is he 
indeed! Edmund was foon app;ifed of what 

had 
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had happened. — I accept the omch ! faid he. 
Gentlemen, let us go forward to the apart- 
ment! let us finifli the work of fate! I will 
lead the way. He went on to the apartment, 
followed by all prefent. — Open the fhutters, 
faid he, the day-light fhall no longer be ex- 
cluded here ; the deeds of darknefs fhall now 
be brought to light. 

They defcended the ftaircafe ; every door 
was open, till they came to the fatal clofet; 
Edmund called to Mr, William: — Approach, 
my friend, and behold the door your family 
overlooked! They came forward; he drew 
the key out of his bofom, and unlocked the 
door ; he made them obferve that the boards 
were all loofe ; he then called to the fervants, 
and bid them remove every thing out of the 
clofet. While they were doing this, Edmund 
ftiewed them the breaft-plate all Aained with 
blood; he then called to Jofcph:-^Do you 
know whofe was this fuit of armour ? — It was 
my Lord's, faid Jofeph ; the late Lord Lovel ; 
t have feen him wear it. 

Edmund bade them bring (hovels and re- 
move the earth. While they were gone, he 
defired Ofwald to repeat all that paiTed the 
night they fat up together in that apartment, 

which 
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which he did tul the (ervants returned. They* 
threw out the earth, while the by^ftandeis id 
folemn filence waited the event. After lamt 
time and labour they ftruck againft fomethiag» 
They proceeded till they difcovered a large 
trunk, which, with great difficulty, they drew 
out. It had been corded round, but the 
cords were rotted to duft. They opened it^ 
and found a (keleton, which appeared to have 
been tied neck and heels together, and forced 
into the trunk. — Behold, faid Edmund, the 
bones of him to whom I owe my birth! The 
prieft from Lord Graham's advanced. — ^This 
is undoubtedly the body of the Lord Lovel ; I 
heard his kinfman confefs the manner in 
which he was interred. Let this awful fpec^ 
tacle be a lefibn to all prefent, that though 
wickednefs may triumph for a feaf0n,.a day 
of retribution will come! Ofwald exclaimed, 
—Behold the day of retribution! of triumph 
to the innocent, of Ihame wd coirfufion to 
the wicked. 

The young gentlemen declared that lEd^ 
Xtiuxid had made good his aflertions; 'what 
then, fald they, iremains? I propofe, faid 
Lord Graham's prieft, that an a<^count be 
written of this difcovery, and figned by all 

the 
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the witneiTes prefent ; that an attefted copy bd 
left in the hands of this gentleman^ and the 
original be Tent to the Barons and Sir Philip 
Harclay, to convince them of the truth of it. 
Mr. Clifford then defired Edmund to pro* 
ceedin his own way.-— The firft thing I pro* 
pofe to doy faid he, is to have a coffin made 
for thefe honoured remains ; I truft to find 
the bones of my other parent, and to inter 
them all together in confecrated , ground. Un* 
fortunate pair! you ihall at lail reft together! 
your fon (hall pay the laft duties to your 
aihes! He ftopped to fhed tears, and none 
prefent but paid this tribute to their misfor* 
tunes. Edmund recovered his Voice and pro* 
ceeded — My next requeft is, that father Of- 
wald and this reverend father, with whoever 
elfe the gentlemen fhall appoint, will fend for 
Andrew and Margery Twyford, and examine 
thtem concerning die circumftances of my 
birth, and the death and burial of my. un- 
fortunate' mother. — It (hall be done, faidMn 
William ; biit firft let me entreat yoU to come 
with me and take fome refrefhment after yout 
journey, for you muft be fatigued: after din* 
tier we will proceed in the inquiry. 

They 
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They all followed him into the great half, 
where they were entertained with great hofpi- 
tality, and Mr. William did the honours in 
hi^ father's name. Edmund's heart was deep« 
ly afie^bedy and the folemnity of his deport- 
ment bore witnefs to his fincerity ; but it was 
a manly forrow, that did hot make him 
hegleA his duty to his friefids or himfelf . He 
inquired after the health of the Lady Emma. 
—She is well, faid William, and as much 
your friend as ever. Edmund bowed in 
^lence. 

After .dinner the commiffioners fent for 
Andrew and his wife.' They examined them 
fepafately, and found their accounts agreed 
together, and were in fubftance the fame as 
Ofwald and Edmund had before related, fe- 
parately alfo. The commilTioners obferved, 
that there could be no coUufion between 
them, and that the proofs were indifputable. 
They kept the fofter parents all night ; and the 
next day Andrew direfted them to the place 
where the Lady Lovel was buried, between 
two trees which he had marked for a memo- 
rial. They colle£led the bones and carried 
them to the caftle, where Edmund caufed a 
ftately coffin to be made for the remains of 

the 
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the unfortunate pair. The two priefts ob- 
tained leave to look into the coffin buried in 
the churchy and found nothing but ftones 
and earth in it. The commiilioners then 
declared they were fully fatisfied of the reality 
of Edmund's pretenfions. 

The two priefts were employed in drawing 
up a circumflantial account of thefedifcoveries, 
jp order to make their report to the Barons at 
their return. In the mean time Mr. William 
took an opportunity to introduce Edmund to 
his fifter. — My Emmzy faid he, the heir of 
Lovel is defirous to pay his refpeds to you. 
They were both in apparent confiifion ; but 

Edmund's wore pfF, and Emma's increafed 

I have been long defirous^ faid he, to pay my 
refpeSs to the Lady whom I moft honour, 
but unavoidable duties have detained me ; 
when thefe are fully paid, it is my wifti to 
devote the remainder of my life to Lady Em- 
ma! — Are you, then, the heir of Lovel? — 
I am, Madam; and am alfo the man in 
whofe behalf I once prefumed to fpeak. — 
'Tis very ftrange indeed! — It is fo, Madam, 
to myfelf ; but time, that reconciles us to all 
things, will, I hope, render this change in 
my fituation familiar to you. William faid^ 

—You 
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—You are both well acquainted with the 
wiflies of my heart; but my advice Is, that 
you do not encourage a farther intimacy till 
my LfOrd's determination be fiiUy known.-^ 
Vou may difpofe of me as you pleafe, fakl Ed-* 
mund; but I cannot help declaring my 
wifhes; yet I will fubmit to my Lord's Ien« 
tence, though he fhould doom me to defpain 

From this period, the young pair behaved 
frith folemn refpe£l to each other, but with 
apparent re&rve. The young Lady fom&» 
times appeared in company, but oitener chofe 
to be in her own apartment, where (he began 
to believe and hope for the completion of hef 
wiihes* The uncertainty of the Baron's de* 
tennination threw an air of anxiety over 
Edmund's face: his friend William, by the 
motl tender care and attention, ftrove to dif-* 
pel his fears, and encourage his hopes ; but 
he waited with impatience for the return of 
the conuniilioners, and the decifion of hi^ 
fate. 

While thefe things paiTed at the caftle o( 
Lovel, the nominal Baron recovered his health 
and ftrength at the houfe of Lord CliiFord : I rt 
the fame pr<^ortion he grew more and more 
fliy and reierved^. avoided the company of his 

brother 
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brother and nephew, and was frequently (hut 
up with his two fervants. - Sir Robert Fitz- 
Owen made feveral attempts to gain his con* 
fidence, but in vain ; he was equally fhy to 
him as the reft. M. Zadiiky obferved his 
motions with the penetration for which his 
countrymen have been diftinguifhed in all 
ages: He communicated hisfufpicions to Sir 
Philip and the Barons, giving it as his opinion, 
that the criminal was meditating an efcape. 
They aflced, what he thought was to be 
done ? Zadiiky offered to watch him in turn 
with another perfon, and to lie in wait for 
him ; he alfo propofed, that horfes fliould be 
kept in readinefs, and men to mount them, 
without knowledge of the fervice jhey were 
to be employed in. The Barons agreed to 
leave the whole management of this affair to 
Zadiiky. He took his meafures fo well, that 
he intercepted the three fugitives in the fields 
adjoining to the houfe, and brought them all 
back prifoners. They confined them fepa- 
rately, while the Lords and Gentlemen con- 
fulted how to difpofe of them. 

Sir Philip applied to Lord Fitz-O wen, who 
begged leave to be filent : I have nothing, faid 
he, to offe r in favour of this bad man ; and I 

L cannot 
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cannot propofe harflier meafures with fo neaif 
a relation. Zadifky. then begged to be heard* 
You can no longer have any reliance upon 
the word of a man who has forfeited all pre- 
tenfions to honour and (locerity. I have 
long wiftied to revifit once more my native 
country, and to enquire after fome very dear 
friends I left there ; I wili undertake to con- 
vey this man to a very diftant part of the 
world, where it will be out of his power to da 
further mifchief, and free his relations from 
an ungrateful charge, unlefs you fhould ra- 
ther chufe to brifig h^m to puniijiment here. 
Lord Clifford approved of the propofal ; Lprd. 
Fitz-Owen remained filent, but ihewed no 
marks of difapprobation. 

Sir Philip objeded to parting with his 
friend ; but Zadifky aifured him he had par- 
ticular reafons for returning to the Holy 
Land, of which he (hould be judge hereafter* 
Sir Philip defired the Lord Fitz-Owen to give 
him his company to the criminal's apartment, 
faying, we will have one more converfation 
with him, and that {hall decide his fate. 
They found him filent and fullen, and he 
refufed to anfwer their queftions. — Sir Philip 
tjften hefpok^him — After the proofs you have 

given 
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given of your falfehood and inilncerity, wa 
can no longer have any reliance upon you^ 
nor faith in your fulfilling the conditions of 
our agreement ; I will, therefore, once more 
mak« you a propofal that fhall ftill leave you 
indebted to our clemency. You fhall banifh 
yourfelf from England for ever, and go in 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, with fuch com- 
panions as we fliall appoint; or, fecondly, 
you fhall enter direftly into a monaftery, and 
there be fhut up for life ; or thirdly, if you 
refufe both thefe offers, I will go diredlly to 
Court, throw myfelf at the feet of my So- 
vereign, relate the whole flory of your wicked 
life and adions, and demand vengeance on. 
your head. The King is too good and pious 
to let fuch villainy go unpunifhed ; he will 
bring you to public fhame and punifhment: 
And be you aflured, if I begin this profe-* 
cution, I will purfue it to the utmofl. I ap- 
peal to your worthy brother for the juftice of 
my proceeding. I reafon no more with you, 
I only declare my refolution. I wait your 
anfvver one hour, and the next I put in exe- 
cution wluitcver you fhall oblige me to de-'. 
term! me. So faying, they retired, and left 
him to rcfleft ziA to refc'>!ve. At the cxpi- 

L 2 ration. 
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ration of the hour they fent Zadiiky to re- 
ceive his anfwer ; he infinuated to him the 
generofity and charity of Sir Philip and the 
Lords, and the certainty of their refolutions, 
and begged him to take care what anfwer he 
returned, for that his fate depended on it. 
He kept filent feveral minutes, refentment 
and defpair were painted on his vifage ; at 
length he fpoke : 

Tell my proud enemies that I prefer ba- 
nifliment to death, infamy, or a life of foli- 
Uide. You have chofen well, iaid Zadiiky. 
To a wife man ail countries are alike ; it 
Ihall be my care to make minip agreeable to 
you.— rAre you then the perfon chofen. for 
my companion ? — I am, Sir ; and you may 
judge by that circumflance, that thofe whom 
you call your enemies, are not fo in eifed. 
Farewell, Sir ; I go to prepare for our -de- 
parture. 

Zadiiky went and made his report, and 
then fet immediately about his preparations. 
He chofe two a£live young men for his at- 
tendants ; and gave them diredions to keep a 
ftrift eye upon their charge, for that they 
(hould be accountable if he fhould efcape 
them. 

In 
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In the mean time the Baron Fitz-Owen 
had feveral conferences with his brother : he 
endeavoured to make him fenfible of his 
crimes, and of the juftice and. clemency of his 
conqueror ; but he was moody and referved 
to him as to the reft. Sir Philip Harclay 
obliged him to furrender his worldly eftates 
into the hands of Lord Fitz-Qwen ; A wri- 
ting was drawn up for thatpurpofe, and exe- 
cuted in the' prefence of them all. Lord 
Fitz-Owen engaged to allow him an annual 
fum, and to advance money for the expences 
of his voyage. He fpoke to him in the moft 
afFedionate manner, but he refufed his em- 
brace : — ^You will have nothing to regret, faid 
he, haughtily; for the gain is yours. Sir 
Philip conjured Zadilky to return to him 
again ; who anfwered, — I will either return, 
or give fuch reafons for my ftay, as you (hall 
approve. I will fend a meflenger to acquaint 
you with my arrival in Syria, and with fuch 
other particulars as I jfhall judge interefting 
to you and yours. In the mean time remem- 
ber me in your prayers, and J)referve for me 
thofe fentiments of friendfhip and efteem, 
that I have always deemed one of the chief 
honours and bleilings of my life. — Cowm&nd 

L 3 my 
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my love and duty to your adopted fon; he 
will more than fupply my abfencey and be the 
comfort of your old age. Adieu, beft and 
nobleft of friends ! — ^They tock a tender 
leave of each otheri not without tears on both 
£des« 

The travellers fet out 'dtredly for a diftant 
feawport, where they heard of a fbip bound for 
site Levant, in which (they embarlced and pro- 
ceeded on their voyage. 

The Commiffioneis arrived .at Lotd CIif-» 
ribrd's a few days after ihe departure of the 
adventurers. They gave a minute account 
^ their commiffian, and exprefled themfelves 
entirely fattsfied df the jiiflice of Edmund's 
pn^tenfions ; ihey gave an account in writing 
of all that they had been eye-Wiitneifes to, and 
ventuned )to iurge the Baron Fitz-Owen on the 
fubjeA of Edmund's wiihes. Tthe £aron was 
already difpofed in hb favour ; his mind was 
employed in the future eftabliihmsnt of Ms 
family. During their refidence at Lord Clif- 
ford's, his eideft £m Sir Robeiit had caft his 
eye iqxm idie eldeft daughter of that ^noble* 
jnan, and he befought his father to aflc her in 
marriage for him. The fiaron was pkaied 
with ibe aUianccy and took the iiiA cjppontn^ 

-. nity 
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tuty to mention ft to Lord ClifFord; who 
anfwered him pleafantly— I "will give my 
daughter to your fon, upon condition that you 
will give yours to the heir of Lovel. The 
Baron looked ferious« Lord Clifford went on 
— I like that young man fo well, that I Would 
accept him for a fe»i-iin-law, if he aflced me 
for my daughter; and if I have any infliience 
with you, I will orfe h in his behdSf. — A 
powerfufl feJfcitor Indeed! faid Ihe Baron; 
but you know my eldeft fo*n^ reluftance to 
it; 8f he '«)felfeifts. To will L— tie fhall con- 
fent, faid Lord Clifford, ot he fhfell have no 
daughter df itirne. Let him fubdue his pre- 
judices, and then I will lay afide my fcruples, 
-—But, my Lord> replied the Saron, if I can 
obtain his fr^e Cdnfent, it will be the beft for 
all : I will try once more, and If he will not, 
I will leave it wholly to your management. 

When the noble company were all af- 
fembled, Sir Philip Harclay revived the fub- 
jt&y and befought the Lord Fitz-Owen to 
put a^n end to the Work he had begun, by 
qoniirming Edmtind s happinefs. The Baron 
rofc up, and thus fpoke : — ^The proofs of Ed- 
mund'^ noble birth, the ftill ftronger pnes of 
his excellent endowments and qualifies, the 

L 4 folicitations 
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folicitations of fo many noble friends in his 
behalf, have altogether determined me in his 
favour; and I hope to do juftice to his merit, 
without detriment to my other children : I am 
refolved to make them all as happy as my 
power will allow me to do. Lord Clifibrd 
has been fo gracious to promife his fair daugh- 
ter to my fon Robert, upon Certain con- 
ditions, that I will take upon me to ratify, 
and which will render my fon worthy of the 
happinefs that awaits him. My children are 
the undoubted heirs of my unhappy l>rother, 
Lovel ; you, my fon, fhall therefore imme- 
diately take pofleffion of your uncle's houfe 
and eftate, only obliging you to pay to each 
of your younger brothers the fum of one thou- 
fand pounds; on this condition, I will fe-* 
cure that eftate to you and your heirs for ever. 
I will, by my own aft and deed, furrender the 
caftle and eftate of Lovel to the right owner, 
and at the fame time marry him to my daugh- 
ter. I will fettle a proper allowance upon 
my two younger fons, and difpofe of what 
remains by a will and teftament ; and then I 
(hall have done all my bufinefs in this world, 
and ftiall have nothing to do but prepare for 

the next. 

Oh, 
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Oh, my father ! faid Sir Robert, I cannot 
bear your generofity ; you would give away 
all to others, and referve nothing for yourfdf. 
—Not fo, my fon, faid the Baron: I will re- 
pair my old caftle in Wales, and refide there. 
I will vifit my children, and be vifited by 
them: I will enjoy their happinefs, and by 
that means increafe my own ; whether I look 
backwards or forwards, I fliall have nothing 
to do but rejoice, and be thankful to Heaven 
that has given me fo many bleflings ; I {hall 
have the comfortable reflexion of having dif- 
charged my duties as a citizen, a hufband, a 
father, a friend ; and, whenever I am fum- 
moned away from this world, I fhall die 
content. 

Sir Robert came forward with tears on his 
cheeks; he kneeled to his father. — Beft of 
parents, and of men ! faid he ; you have fub- 
dued a heart that has been too refra6lory to 
your will : you Jiave this day made me fen- 
fible how much I owe to your goodnefs and 
forbearance with me. Forgive me all that is 
paft, and from henceforward difpofe of me ; I 
will have no will but yours, no ambition but 
to be worthy of the name of your fon.— 
And this day, faid the Baron, do I enjoy the 

L 5 true 
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true happineis of a father ! Rife, my fon, and 
take poffeflion of the firft place in my afiedioii 
without refcrve. They embraced with tears 
on both fides: The company rofe, and con* 
gratulated both father and foiu The Baron 
prefented his fon to Lord Clifford, who cm- 
braced him, and faid — ^You fliall have my 
. daughter, for I fee that you deferve her. 

Sir Philip Harclay approached ; the Baroa 
gave his fon's hand to the Knight: — Love 
and refpciS: that good man, laid he ; def(Mve 
his friendfliip, and you will obtain it. JIo- 
thing hut congratulations wens heard on all 
fides. 

AVhen the joy was in fomc degree re- 
duced to compofure, Sir Philip propofed that 
they fliould begin to execute the fchemes of 
happinefs they had planned. He propofed 
that my Lord Pitz-Owen fhould go with him 
to the caftle of Lovel, and fettle the family 
there. The Baron confented^ and both to- 
gether invited fuch of the company, as liked 
it, to accompany them thither. It was agreed 
that a nephew of Lord Graham's, another of 
Lord ClifFord^s, two gentlemen, friends of 
Sir Philip Harclay, and father Ofwald, fhould 
, be- of the party;, together with feveral of Sir 

Philip's 


Philip's dependants and domeftics, and the 
attendants on the reft. Lord Fitz-Owen 
gave orders for their fpeedy departure. Lord 
Graham and his friends took leave of them> 
in order to return to his own home ; but, be- 
fore he went, he engaged his eldeft nephew 
and heir to the fecond daughter of the Lord 
Clifford: Sir Robert offered himfelf to the 
eldeft, who modeftly received his addrefs, and 
made no objedlion to his propofal. The fa- 
thers confirmed their engagement. 

Lord Fitz-Owen promifed to return to the 
celebration of the marriage; in the mean time 
he- ordered his fon to go and take pofleffion of 
his uncle's houfe, and to fettle his houfe- 
hold: He invited young Clifford, and fome 
other gentlemen, to go with him. The com- 
pany feparated with regret, and with many 
promifes of friend (hip on all fides ; and the 
gentlemen of the North were to cultivate the 
good neighbourhood on both fides of the 
borders. 

Sir Philip Harclay and the Baron Fitz- 
Owen, with their friends and attendants, fet 
forwards for the caftle of Lovel ; a fervant 
went before, at full fpeed, to acquaint the 
family of their approach, Edmund was in 

L 6 great 
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great anxiety of mind, now the crifis of his 
fate was near at hand: He enquired of the 
meflenger, who were of the party? and find- 
ing that Sir ^Philip Harclay was there, and 
that Sir Robert Fitz-Owen ftaid in the 
North, his hopes rofe above his fears. Mr. 
William, attended by a fervant, rode forward 
to meet them; he defired Edmund to flay 
and receive them. Edmund was under fome 
difficulty with regard to his behaviour to the 
lovely Emma ; a thoufand times his heart rofe 
to his lips, as often he fupprefled his emo- 
tions ; they both fighed frequently, faid little, 
thought much, and wiflied for the event. Mat- 
ter Walter was too young to partake of their 
anxieties, but he wiflied for the arrival of hi& 
father to end them. 

Mr. William's impatience fpurred hira on 
to meet his father ; as foon as he faw him, he 
rode up direftly to him : My dear father, you 
are welcome Home! faid he.—il think not. 
Sir, faid the Baron, and looked fcrious. — 
Why fo, my Lord? faid William. — Bccaufe 
it is no longer mine, but another man's home, 
anfwered he, and I muft receive my welcome 
from him. — meaning Edmund? faid Wil- 
liam. — Whom elfe can it be? — Ah, my 

Lord! 
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2x>id! he is your creature, yourfervant: he 
puts his fate into your hands, and will fubmit 
to your pleafure in all things ! — Why comes 
he not to meet us? faid the Baron. — His 
fears prevent him, faid William ; but fpeak 
the word, and I will fetch him. — No, faid 
the Baron, we will wait on him. — William 
looked confufed: Is Edmund fo unfortunate, 
faid he, as to have incurred your difpleafure i 
Sir Philip Harclay advanced, and laid his 
hand on William's faddle. — Generous impa- 
tience ! noble youth ! faid he ; look round 
you, and fee if you can difcover in this coni- 
pany one enemy of your friend ! Leave to 
your excellent father the time and manner of 
explaining himfelf ; he only can do juftice to 
his own fentiments. The Baron fmiled on 
Sir Philip : William's countenance cleared 
up ; they went forward, and foon arrived at 
the Caftle of Lovel. 

Edmund was walking to and fro in the 
hall, when he heard the horn that announced 
their arrival ; his emotions were fo great that 
he could hardly fupport them. The Baron 
. and Sir Philip entered the hall hand in hand ; 
Edmund threw himfelf at their feet, and em- 
braced their knees, but could not utter a word« 

They 
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They raifed himr bfetween them, and '{koKh 
to encourage him : but he threw himfelf into 
the arms of Sir Philip Hzrday, deprived ^ 
ftrength, and almoft of life. They fupport^ 
ed him to a feat, where he recovered by de*- 
grees, but had lio power to fpeak his feelings; 
ke looked up to his benefa6lors in the moft 
aSe£ktng mariner, he laid his hand upon his 
bofom, but was ftiil filent. Compofe your- 
felf, my dear fon, faid Sir Philip; you are in 
the arms of your beft friends. Look up to 
the happinefs that awaits you ; enjoy the 
bleilings th!at Heaven fends you ; lift up your 
heart in gratitude to the Creator, and think 
lefs of what you owe to the creature ! You 
will have time enough to pay us your ac- 
knowledgments hereafter. 

The company came round them, the fer* 
vants flocked into the hall, fhouts of joy werd 
heard on all fides ; the Baron came and took 
Edmund's hand : Rife, Sir, faid he, and do 
the honours of your houfe 1 it is yours from 
this day : We are your guefts, and expe£l 
from you our welcome ! Edmund kneeled to 
the Baron, he fpokewith a faultcring voice — • 
My Lord, I am yours ! all that I have is at 
your devotion ! di%ofe of me as it pleafes you 

beft. 
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h^* The Baron embraced hiin ivith the 

greateft afFeftion: Look round you, faid he^ 

joid ialut« your friends; thefe gentlemen 

Came hither to do you honour. Edmund re* 

vived, he embraced and welcomed the gentle* 

men. Fatter Ofwald received his embrace 

with peculiar afFe6ticn, and gave htm his be« 

n€di<9:ion in a moft afFt6ling manner. Ed* 

mund exclaimed— Pray for me, father ! that 

I may bear all thefe bleffings with gratitud^^ 

and moderation! He then, faluted and Ihook 

hands with all the fervants, not omitting the 

fneaneft ; he diftinguiflied Jofeph by a cor*» 

dial embrace, he called him his dear friend s 

Now, faid he, I can return your friendftiip, 

and I am proud to acknowledge it ! The old 

man, with a faultering voice, cried out — No"vr 

I have lived long enough! I have feen my 

mafter's fon acknowledged for the heir of 

Lovel ! the hall echoed with his words : 

Long live the heir of Lovel ! 

The Baron took Edmund's hands in his 
own : Let us retire from this crowd, faid he ; 
we have bufinefs of a more private nature ta 
tranfaft. He led to the parlour, followed by 
Sir Philip and the other gentlemen. Where 
9re my other children ? ^id he. William 

retired. 
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retired, and prefently retiirned with his b«>-" 

ther and fifter. They kneeled to their father, 

who raifed and embraced them. — He then 

called out, William! — Edmund! — come and 

receive my bleffing alfo: They approached 

hand in hand, they kneeled and he gave them 

a folemn benedi£iion — Your friendfhip de- 

ferves our praife, my children ; love each 

other always ! and may Heaven pour down 

its choiceft bleffings upon your heads 1 Thej 

rofe and embraced in filent raptures of joy. 

Edmund prefented his friend to Sir Philip : I 

underfiand you, faid be ; this Gentleman was 

my firft acquaintance of this family, he has a 

title to the fecond place in my heart: I (hall 

tell him, at more leifure, how much I love 

and honour him for his pwn fake as well as 

yours. He embraced the youth, and deflred 

his friendfhip. 

Come hither, my Emma ! faid the Baron- 
She approached with tears on her cheek, 
fweetly blufhing, like the damaik rofe, wet 
with the dew of the morning, I muft afk you 
a ferious queftion, my child ; anfwer me with 
the fame fincerity you would to Heaven. You 
fee this young man, the Heir of Lovel ! You 
have known him Jong ; confult your own 

hearty 
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heart, and tell me whether you have any obi 
jeflion to receive him for your hufband. I 
have promifed to all this company to give you 
to him; but upon condition that you ap- 
prove him : I think him worthy of you ; and, 
whether you accept him or not, he fhall ever 
be to me a fon ; but Heaven forbid that I 
ihould compel my child to give her hand 
where fhe cannot beftow her heart ! Speak free- 
ly, and decide this point for me and for your- 
felL The fair Emma blufhed, and vtras un- 
der fome confuiion ; her virgin modefty pre- 
vented her fpeaking for fome moments. Exl- 
mund trembled; he leaned upon William's 
fhoulder to fupport htmfelf. Emma caft hef 
£ye upon him, (he faw his emotion, and haflen* 
ed to relieve him ; flie thus fpoke, in a foft 
.voice which gathered ftrength as fhe proceed- 
ed — My Lord and father's goodnefs has aU 
ways prevented my wilhes ; I am the hap- 
pieft of all children, in being able to obey his 
commands, without offering violence to my 
own inclinations: As I am called upon in 
this public manner, it is but juftice to thit 
gentleman's merit to declare, that, were I at 
liberty to choofe a hufband from all the world, 
}ie only fbould be.my choice, who, I can fay^ 

with 
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Mkh joy, is my father's alfo. Edmund bo^'* 
"fed low, h*e advanced towards her ; the Baron 
ytook His daughter's hand, and prefented it to 
him ; he kneeled upon one knee, he took her 
Imndj, kiflfed it, and prelfed it to his bofotn : 
The Baron embraced and bleffed them ; he 
frefentfcd them to Sir Philip Hatclay — R«*- 
iceiv^ «nd ackncywledge your children ! faid 
ie* — I do receive them as the gift of Heaven! 
Xiiid the nobk Kntight ; they «re its mudh 
jsiine as if 1 had begotten them : All that I 
httvc is tSbeiTSy and fhall defcend to their chil«- 
jdran for ever. A frefli fcene of congratiil^ 
lion ehfued ; and the hearts df all the audi- 
iots ^efe too much engaged to be ^ble fooft 
to ictutn to the cafe ^nd ti^smquitity '^ com^ 
men life. 

After they had veStefhed thetstfek^es, tnA ^ttv 
cbvei^d froih ihe emotions tbey 'teul fuftaindt 
csi this inte(Feiling occafion, Ednhrund thus ad«- 
dreffed. the Baron :*«-Oa the biiink of harppi^* 
tiefs 1 nstift dbim your attention to a mekii'*> 
Choly fubjcft. The bones of both my pa* 
r&lTts He unbuiried in this houfe ; perr^it me> 
jay honoured Lord, to perform my laft duti^ 
tb them, and the remainder of my life 'fliall be 
devoted to yon .aiid yout3.«--Certaitily, faid 

the 
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the Baron ? why Tiave you not interred them? 
»— My Lordy I waited for your arrival, that 
you might be certified of the reality, and that 
no doubts might remain. — 1 have no doubts^ 
faid the Baron: Alas! both flie crime and pu« 
niihment of the ofFender leiave tno room for 
them ! — Ht fighed. — Let us now ^ut an cod 
to this affair ; and, if poflible, fbi^t it for 
ever. 

If it will not be ^oo painful to yoo, <my 
Lord, I would 'entsreat you, widi thefe^entde* 
men our friends, to follow me into the eaSt 
iq>artment, the ibetie of nry pareoits' woes, aal 
yet the dawning of my better liopes. 
. They Tofe to attend Um ; he committei 
the Lady Emma to 4ie care of her ysui^eil 
brother, obferving that the fcene was too ikf* 
lemnfora Lady to be preient at it. Tfaef 
proceeded to die afmrtment ; he Viewed tbt 
Baron tfae&talclofety and the place where the 
bones were found, alio the tiunk that boti'^ 
tainedthem; be recapitolatoi all that pafled 
before their arrival ; helbewed them the cof^^ 
fin where the bones lof the unfommate palf 
were depdfited : He dten defired the Baron to 
^nfit ordeisfor 4iieir intennenJl No, replied 
kCf it beiongs to you to oider, and^very ond 

here 
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here is ready to perform it. Edmund then dc^ 
fired father Ofwald to give notice to the Friars 
of the Monaftery of St. Auftin, that, with 
their permiffion, the funeral ihould be folem-^ 
nized there, and the bones interred in the 
church. He alfo gave orders that the clo(et 
Ihould be floored, the apartment repaired, and 
put in order. He then returned to the other 
fide of the Caftle. 

Preparations being mide for the funeral, it 
was performed a few days after* Edmund at-* 
fended in perfon as chief mourner. Sir Philip 
Harclay as the fecond; Jofeph defired h& 
might affift as fervant to the deceafed: They 
trere followed by moft people of the village. 
The ffory was now become public, and every 
one blefled Edmund for the piety and devo* 
tion with which he performed the laft duties 
to his parents.''— Edmund appeared in deep 
mourning ; the week after he affifted at a mafs 
for the repofe of the deceafed. 

Sir Philip Harclay ordered a i^onument ta 
be ereSed to the memory of his friends, with 
the following infcription : 

" Praye for the foules of Arthur Lord 
** Lovele and Marie his wife, who were cut 
^* off in the flowere of theire youthe, by the 

•* trecherye 
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•'trcchcrye and crueltie of their neare 
<^ kinnefmanne. Edmund theire onlie fonne, 
** one and twentie yeares after theire deathe^ 
** by the direction of Heavene, made the dif- 
<« coverye of the mannere of theire deathe^ 
** and at the fame time proved his own birthe. 
** He collected theire bones together, and in- 
*' tcrred them in this place :-^-A warning 
•* and proofe to late pofteritie, of the juf- 
^^ tice of Providence, and the certaintie of 
<« Retribution." 

The Sunday after the funeral, Edmund 
threw off his mourning, and appeared in a 
drefs fuitabk to his condition. He received 
the compliments of his friends with eafe and 
cheerfulnefs, and began to enjoy his happi- 
nefs. He a(ked an audience of his fair Mif- 
trefs, and was permitted to declare the paf- 
fion he had fo long ftifled in his own bofom. 
She gave him a favourable hearing, and in a 
fhort time confeffed that fhe had fufffered 
equally in that fufpence that was fo grievous 
to him. They engaged themfelves by mu^ial 
vows to each other, and only waited the Ba- 
ron's pleafure to complete their happinefs ; 
every cloud was vaniihed from their brows, 
aftd fwcet tranquillity took poflcffion of their 

bofoms* 
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ifoComSi Their friends ffaared their happindfs ; 
Williain and Edmund renewed: their vows of 
Cverlafiing friendihip, and pnmiifed to be as 
much together as William's other duties 
Vrould permit. 

The Baron once more fummoned all his 
company together ; he told Edmund all that 
had paiFed rdating to his-brother^n-law, his 
exile, and:thQ pilgrimage of Z'adiflcy ; he then 
related the circiimftances of Sir Robert's en- 
gagement to Lord Clifford's daughter, his 
eftablifhment in his Uncle's feat, and his own 
obligations to return time enough to be pre- 
fent at the marriage : But before I go, faid 
be, I will give my daugliter to the heir of Lo- 
vely and then I ihali have difcharged my duty 
toliim, and my promife to Sir Philip Harclay. 

You have nobly performed both, faid Sir 
Philip) and whenever you depart I {hall be 
your companion. — ^What, faid Edmund, am 
I to be deprived of both my fathers at once ? 
My honoured Lord, you h^ve given away two 
houfes, where do you intend to refide ? — No 
matter, faid the Baron ; I know L (hall be 
■welcome to both. — My dear Lord^ faid Ed- 
mund, ftay here and be ftill the Mafter; I* 
fha]l be proud to be under your command, 

and 
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dnd to be your fervant as well a$ your fonl— « 
No> Edmund, faid the Baron, that would not 
now be proper; this is your Caftle, you are: 
its Lord and Mafter, and it is incumbent oni 
you to (hew yourfelf worthy of the great 
things Providence hath done for you.— Hour 
fhall 1 9 a young man, acquit myfdf of fo 
many duties as will be upon me> without thei 
advice and affiAance of my two paternal 
friends ? Oh, Sir Philip ! will you too leave 
jne ? once you gave me hopes — ^he ftopped^;, 
greatly affeded. Sir FUlip faid, ..Tell nus 
truly, Edmund, do you really defire that. I 
ibould live with you? — As truly, Sir, as I.dcf 

fire life and happinefs! ^Then, my dear 

child, I will live and die with you! They 
embraced with tears of aiFe^lion, and Ed-- 
mund was all joy and gratitude. My good 
Lord, faid Sir Philip, you have difpofed of 
two houfes, and have none ready to receiver 
you; will you accept of mine? It is much 
at your fervice, and its being in the fame 
county with your eldeft fon, will be an in- 
ducement to you to refide there. The Baron 
caught Sir Philip's hand — Noble Sir, I thank 
yoUj and I will embrace-your kind offer ; I 
will be your tenant for the prcfent ; my. Caftle 

in 
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in Wales (hall be put in repair, in the mean 
time ; if I do not refide Jhere, it will be an 
cftablifliment for one of my youngeft fonsz 
But what will you do with your old foldiers 
and dependants? — My Lord, I will never 
c^ft them off. There is another houfe on 
my eftate that has been (hut up many years; 
I will have it repaired and fumi(hed properly 
for the reception of my old men: I will en- 
dow it with a certain fum to be paid annually, 
and will appoint a (leward to manage their 
revenue ; I will continue it during the lives 
of the (irft inhabitants, and after that I (hall 
leave it to my fon here, to do as he pleafes.— 
Your (on, faid Edmund, will make it the bu- 
iinefs of his life to aft worthy of fuch a father. 
—Enough, faid Sir Philip, I am fatisfied that 
you will. I propofe to refide myfelf in that 
very apartment which my dear friend your fa- 
&er inhabited ; I will tread in his footfteps, 
and think he fees nie a£ling his part in his 
fon's family. I will be attended by my own 
fervants: and, whenever you defire it, I will 
give you my company ; ' your joys, your 
griefs {hall be mine, I (hall hold your children 
in my arms, and their prattle (hall amufe my 
old age : And, as my laft earthly wi(h, your 

hands 
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Jjan4.s fliall clofe ^y eyes. — ^Long, very long, 
faid Edmund (with eyes and hands lifted up) 
may it be ere I perform fo fad a duty ! — 
Long and happily may you live together, 
f;^id the Baron ! I will hcgpe to fee you fome- 
times, and to claim a (hare in your bleffings. 
But let us give no more tears to forrow, tl}e 
reft Ihali be thofe of joy and tranfport. The 
firft ftep we take Ihall be to marry our Ed- 
mund ; I will give orders for the celebration, 
.and they fhall be the laft orders I fliall give in 
this houfe. They then feparated, and went 
to prepare for the approaching folemnity. 

Sir Philip and the Baron had a private con* 
jFerence concerning Ecjmund's afluming the 
name and title of Lovel. I am refolved, faid 
Sir Philip, to go to the King ; to acquaint him 
^brijefly with E4mund's hiftory ; I will requeft 
that \ie xpay be called up to parliament by a 
ya:it> Cpr there is no need of a new patent, he 
V»eing the true inheritor ; in the mean tipic he 
hall affume the name, arms, and title, and I 
ill anfwer any one that fliall difpute his 
ight to them. Sir Philip then declared his 
t folution to fet out with the Baron at his de- 
parture, and to settle all his other affairs be- 

M fore 
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fore he returned to take up his refidence at th'^ 
Caflle. 

A few days after, the marriage was cele^ 
brated to the entire fatisfadion of all parties. 
OThe-Baron ordered the doors to be thrown 
open, and the houfe free for all comers; 
with every other token of joy and feftivity. 
Edmund appeared full of joy without levity, 
of mirth without extravagance ; he received 
the congratulations of his friends, with eafe, 
freedom, and vivacity. He fent for his fofter 
father and mother, who began to think them- 
felves neglefted, as he had been fo deeply en- 
gaged in affairs of more confequence, that he 
had not been particularly attentive to them ; 
he made them come into the great hall, and 
prefented them to his Lady. 

Thefe, faid he, are the good people to 
whom I am, under Godj indebted for my pre- 
fcnt happinefs ; they were my firft bene- 
factors ; I was obliged to them for food and 
fudenance in my childhood, and this good 
woman nourifhed my infancy at her own 
breaft. The Lady received them gracioufly, 
and faluted Margery. Andrew kneeled down, 
and, with great humility, Pegged Edmutid^ 
pardon for his treatment of him in his chiW-i 

hood. 
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hood. I heartily forgive you, faid he, and I 
■will excufe you to yourfelf ; it was natural 
for you to look upon me as an intruder, that 
was eating your children's bread ; you faved 
my life, and afterwards you fuftained it by 
your food and raiment: I ought to have 
maintained myfelf, and to have contributed 
to your maintenance. But, befides this, your 
treatment of me was the firftof my prefer- 
ment ; it recommended me to the notice of 
this noble family : Every thing that happen- 
ed to me fince, has been a ftep to my prefent 
ftate of honour and happinefs. Never man 
had fo man benefa£lors as myfelf ; but bolh 
they, and myfelf have been only inftruments 
in the hands of Provideipee to bring* about its 
own purpofes : Let us praife God for all ! I 
ihared your poverty, and you will fliare my 
riches ; I will give you the cottage where you 
dwell, and the ground about it ; I will alfo. 
pay you^he annual fum of ten pounds for the 
lives of you both ; I will put out your chil- 
dren to manual trades, and aflifl you to pro- 
vide for them in their own flation j and you 
are to look upon this as paying a debt, and 
not beftowing a gift : I owe you more than I 
can ever pay : and, if there be any thing fiir- 
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ther in my power that will contribute to your 
happinefs, you can afk nothing in reafon that 
I will deny you. 

Andrew hid his face 2 I cannot bear it I 
faid he ; Oh what a brute was I, to abufe fucH 
a child as this ! I fliall never forgive myfelf ! 
— You muft indeed^ my friend ! for I forgive 
and thank you. Andrew retired back, but 
Margery came forward ; fhe looked eameftly 
on Edmund, flie then threw her arms about 
his neck, and wept aloud — My precious 
child ! my lovely babe ! thank God, I have 
lived to ffee this day ! I will rejoice in 
your good fortune, and your bounty to 
us, but I muft alk one more favour yet ; 
that I may fometimes come hither and be- 
hold that gracious countenance, and thank 
God that I was honoured fo far as to 
give thee food from my own breaft, and 
to bring thee up to be a blefling to me, 
and to all that know thee ! Edmund was 
affefted, he returned her embrace ; he bade 
her come to the Caitle as often as fhd 
pleafed) ahd (he Ihould always be received 
as his mother ; the bridfe faluted her, and 
told her the oftdner flife came, the more wel- 
come {he ffaould hci Margery and her huf- 

band 
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band retired, full of bleflings and prayers for 
their happinefs ; flie gave vent to her joy, by 
relating to the fervants and neighbours every 
circumftance of Edmund's birth, infancy, and 
childhood : Many a tear vsras dropped by the 
auditors, and many a prayer w^afted to Heaven 
for his happinefs. Jofeph took up the ftory 
where flie left it ; he told the rifmg dawn of 
youth and virtue, darting its rays through the 
clouds of obfcurity, and how every ftroke of 
envy and malignity bruflied away fome part 
of the darknefs that veiled its luftre : He told 
the ftory of the haunted, apartment, and all 
the confequences of it ; how he and Ofwald 
conveyed the youth away from the Caftle, no 
more to return till he came as mafter of it : 
He clofed the tale with praife to Heaven for 
the happy difcovery, that gave fuch an heir to 
the houfe of Lovel ; to his dependents fuch a 
Lord and Mafter ; to mankind a friend and 
benefactor. There was truly a houfe of joy ; 
not that falfe kind, in the midft of which 
there is heavinefs, but that of rational crea- 
tures, grateful to the fupreme Benefador, 
raifing their minds, by a due enjoyment of 
earthly bleflings, to a preparation for a more 
perfeft ftate hereafter. 
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A few days after the wedding> the Lord 
Fitz-Owen began to prepare for his journey 
to the north. He gave to Edmund the plate> 
linen y and furniture of the Caftle, the farm- 
ing ftock and utenfils ; he would have added 
a fum of money, but Sir Philip ftopped his 
hand : We do not forget, faid he, that yoH 
have other children, we will not fuJfer you to 
Injure them ; give us your blefling and pa- 
ternal afFedion, and we have nothing more to 
alk : I told you, my Lord, that you and I 
(hould one day be fincere friends. — We muft 
be fo, anfwcred the Baron ; it isimpoflible to 
be long your enemy : We are brothers, and 
fhall be to our lives end. 

They regulated the young man's houfhold ; 
the Baron gave leave to his fervants to choofc 
^ their mafter ; the elder ones followed him 
(except Jofeph, who defired to live with Ed- 
mund, as the chief happinefs of his life) ; 
moft of the younger ones chofe the fervice of 
the youthful pair. There was a tender and 
aff(^<5^ionate parting on all fides. Edmund 
befought his beloved William not to leave 
him. The Baron faid, he mufi infift on his 
being at his brother's wedding, as a due at- 
tention 
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tention to him ; but after that he fliould re- 
turn to the Caftle for fome time. 
. The Baron and Sir Philip Harclay, with 
their train, fet forward. Sir Philip went to 
London, and obtained all he defired for hi» 
Edmund ; from thence he went into York- 
Ihire, and fettled his affairs there, removing 
his penfioners to his other houfe, and putting 
Lord Fitz-Owen in pofleflion of his own. 
They had a generous contention about the 
terms ; but Sir Philip infifted on the Baron's 
accepting the ufe of every thing there : You 
hold it in trufl: for a future grandchild, faid 
he, whom I hope to live to endow with it. 

During Sir Philip's abfence, the young 
Lord Lovel caufed the haunted apartment to 
be repaired and furniflied for the reception of 
his father by adoption. He placed his friendc 
Jofeph over all his men fervants, and ordered 
him to forbear his attendance ; but the old 
man would always (land at the fide-board, 
and feaft his eyes v/ith the countenance of his 
own Matter's fon, furrounded with honour 
and happinefs. John Wyatt waited upon 
tlie perfon of his Lord, and enjoyed his fa- 
vour without abatement. Mr. William Fitz- 
Owen accompanied Sir Philip liarclay from 

the 
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the north country, when he returned to taka 
up his refidence at the Caftle of Lovel. 

Edmund, in the arms of love and friendlhip, 
enjoyed with true relifti the bleffings that fur- 
rounded him, with an heart overflowing with 
benevolence to his fellow-creatures, and rap- 
tures of gra!titude to his Creator. His Lady 
and himfelf were examples of conjugal af- 
fe£tion and happinefs. Within a year from 
his marriage ihe brought him a fon and heir» 
whofe birth renewed the joy and congratula- 
tions of all his friends : The Baron Fitz- 
Owen came to the baptifm, and partook of 
his children's blelTings. The child was called 
Arthur, after the name of its grandfather. 

The year following was born a fecond fon> 
who was called Philip Harclay ; upon him the 
noble Knight of that name fettled his eftate 
in Yorkfhire ; and by the King's permiflion, 
he took the name and arms of that family. 

The third fon was called William ; he in- 
herited the fortune of his uncle of that name, 
who adopted him, and he made the Caftle of 
Lovel his refidence, and died a batchelor. 

The fourth fon was called Edmund ; the 
fifth Owen ; and there was alfo a daughter 
called Emma. 

Whea 
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When tirtife had worn out the prejudices of 
Sir Robert Fitz-Osven, the good old Baron 
of that name propofed a marriage between his- 
eldeft fon and heir, and the daughter of Ed- 
mimd Lord Lovel, ^hich was happily coh* 
eluded. The nuptials were honoured with- 
the prefence of both families ; and the Old 
Baron was fo elevated with this happy union* 
of his defcendants, that he cried out-^Now I 
am ready to die ! I have lived long enough t 
this is the band of love that unites all my 
children to me, and to each other ! He did 
not long furvive this happy event ; he died 
full of years and honours, and his name was 
never mentioned but wkh the deepeft marks 
t)f gratitude, love, and veneration. Sweet is 
the remembrance of the virtuous, and happy 
are the defcendants of fuch a father! they 
will think on him^ and emulate his virtues ; 
they will remember him, and be afliamed td 
degenerate from their anceftor. 

Many years after Sir Philip Harclay fettled 
at the Caftle, he received tidings from his 
friend Zadifky, by one of the two fervants 
who attended him to the Holy Land. From 
him he learned that his friend had drfcoveredj 
by private advices, that he had a fon living in 

Paleftine^ 
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Paleftine, which was the chief motive of his 
leaving England ; that he had met with va<- 
rious adventures in purfuit of t^im ; that at 
length he found him, converted him to the 
Chriftian religion, and tken perfuaded him to . 
retire from the world into a monaftery by the 
fide of mount Libanus, where he intended to 
end his days. 

That Walter, commonly called Lord Lovel, 
had entered into the fervice of the Greek Em- 
peror, John Paleologus, not bearing to un- 
dergo a life of folitude and retirement ; that 
he made up a ftory of his being compelled to 
leave his native country by hi$ relations, for 
having accidentally killed one of them, and 
that he was treated with great cruelty and 
injuftice ; that he had accepted a poft in the 
emperor's army, and was foon after married 
to the daughter of one of the chief officers 
of it. 

Zadifky forefaw, and lamented the down- 
fall of that empire, and withdrew^ from the 
ftorm he faw approaching. Finally, he bade 
the meffenger tell Sir Philip Harclay and his 
adopted fon, that he fliould not ceafe to pray 
for them, and defired their prayers in return. 

Sir 
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Sir Philip defired Lord Lovel to entertain 
this meffenger in his fervice. That good 
Knight lived to extreme old age in honour 
and happinefsy aq^ died in the arms of his 
beloved Edmund ; who alfo performed the iaft 
duties to his faithful Jofeph. 

Father Ofwald lived many years in the fa- 
mily as chaplain ; he retired from thence at 
lengthy and died in his own monaftery. 

Edmund Lord Lovel lived to old age, in 
peace, honour, and happinefs ; and died in 
the arms of his children. 

Sir Philip Harclay caufed the papers rela- 
ting to his fon*s hiftory to be colle£led toge- 
ther J the firft part of it was written under 
his own eye in Yorkfhire, the fubfequent 
parts by father Ofwald at the Caftle of 
Lovel. All thefe, when together, furniih 
a ftriking leflbn to poftetity, of the over- 
ruling hand of Providence, and the certainty 
of RETRIBUTION. 
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